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I ntroduced by M of A BRENNAN, JAFFEE, BOYLAND, SCHRCEDER, BENEDETTO - -
Mul ti-Sponsored by -- M of A COLTON, @ BSON, HOOPER, JACOBS, LUPAR-
DO, MENG PERRY, PHEFFER, P. RIVERA, WRI GHT -- read once and referred
to the Commttee on Mental Health

AN ACT to amend the nental hygiene law, in relation to establishing
m nimum staffing ratios in facilities operated under the jurisdiction
of the office of nmental health

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK, REPRESENTED | N SENATE AND ASSEM
BLY, DO ENACT AS FOLLOWE:

Section 1. The nmental hygiene law is anended by adding a new section
7.45 to read as foll ows:

S 7.45 M NI MUM STAFFI NG RATI Cs.

(A) AS USED IN THI S SECTI ON THE FOLLOW NG TERMS SHALL HAVE THE FOLLOW
| NG MEANI NGS:

1. "SHORT STAY PATIENT" SHALL MEAN A DI RECT ADM SSI ON OR | NDI RECT
ADM SSI ON PATIENT WTHIN A FACILITY UNDER THE JURISDICTION OF THE
OFFI CE.

2. "SPECI ALI ZED CARE PATI ENT" SHALL MEAN A PATIENT, WTHI N A FACILITY
OPERATED UNDER THE JURI SDI CTION OF THE OFFICE, RECEIVING ANY ONE OR
COVBI NATION OF SECURE CARE SERVICES, | NFIRVARY SERVICES, DEAFNESS
SERVI CES OR | NTENSI VE REHABI LI TATI VE SERVI CES. FOR THE PURPOSES OF CLAS-
SI FI CATI ON, MULTI PLY DI SABLED PATI ENTS OR PATI ENTS REFERRED TO A FACI LI -
TY BY THE DEPARTMENT OF CORRECTIONS, THE OFFI CE OF CHI LDREN AND FAMLY
SERVI CES OR BY COURT ORDER SHALL ALSO BE DESI GNATED AS SPECI ALI ZED CARE
PATI ENTS.

3. "EXTENDED CARE PATI ENT" SHALL MEAN A PATIENT, WTH N A FACILITY
OPERATED UNDER THE JURI SDI CTI ON OF THE OFFI CE, RECEI VI NG GERI ATRI C CARE
OR REHABI LI TATI VE CARE.

4. "SHORT STAY UNIT" SHALL BE A UNIT, OPERATED WTH N A FACI LI TY UNDER
THE JURI SDI CTI ON OF THE OFFI CE, THAT | NCLUDES AT LEAST ONE SHORT STAY
PATI ENT AS DEFI NED | N PARAGRAPH ONE OF THI' S SUBDI VI SI ON.

5. "SPECI ALI ZED CARE UNI T* SHALL BE A UNIT, OPERATED WTHI N A FACILITY
UNDER THE JURISDICTION OF THE OFFICE, THAT |INCLUDES AT LEAST ONE

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in I TALICS (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[ ] is oldlawto be onmtted.
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SPECI ALI ZED CARE PATI ENT, AS DEFI NED | N PARAGRAPH TWO OF THI'S SUBDI VI -
Sl ON.

6. "EXTENDED CARE UNIT" SHALL BE A UNIT OPERATED WTHI N A FACI LI TY
UNDER THE JURI SDI CTI ON OF THE OFFI CE THAT | NCLUDES AT LEAST ONE EXTENDED
CARE PATI ENT AS DEFI NED | N PARAGRAPH THREE OF THI' S SUBDI VI SI ON.

7. "DI RECT CARE WORKFORCE" SHALL | NCLUDE THE DI SCI PLI NES OF LI CENSED
PRACTI CAL NURSE, SUPERVI SING LICENSED PRACTI CAL NURSE, MENTAL HEALTH
THERAPY Al DE, MENTAL HYd ENE THERAPY ASSI STANT |, MENTAL HYG ENE THERAPY
ASSI STANT |1, MENTAL HYd ENE WARD Al DE, SECURE CARE TREATMENT AIDE |,
SECURE CARE TREATMENT AIDE |1, REQ STERED NURSE, PHYSI Cl AN, PSYCHI A-
TRI ST, PSYCHOLOG ST, SOCI AL WORKER, RECREATI ON THERAPI ST, AND REHABI LI -
TATI ON COUNSELOR.

8. " STAFFI NG RATI O' SHALL MEAN THE RATI O OF DI RECT CARE EMPLOYEES TO
THE ACTUAL NUMBER OF PATI ENTS W THIN A SHORT STAY UNI T, SPECI ALI ZED CARE
UNI T OR EXTENDED CARE UNIT. FOR THE PURPCSES OF DETERM NI NG STAFFI NG
RATIOS PURSUANT TO THI'S SECTION, "DI RECT CARE EMPLOYEE" SHALL | NCLUDE
TWO CATEGORI ES. CATEGORY ONE SHALL | NCLUDE THE TI TLES OF LI CENSED PRAC
TI CAL NURSE, SUPERVI SI NG LI CENSED PRACTI CAL NURSE, MENTAL HEALTH THERA-
PY AIDE, MENTAL HYG ENE THERAPY ASSI STANT |, MENTAL HYG ENE THERAPY
ASSI STANT |1, MENTAL HYd ENE WARD Al DE, SECURE CARE TREATMENT AIDE |,
SECURE CARE TREATMENT AIDE |1. CATEGORY TWO SHALL | NCLUDE THE DI SCI -
PLI NES OF PHYSI CI AN, PSYCHI ATRI ST, PSYCHOLOG ST, SOCI AL WORKER, REQ S-
TERED NURSE, RECREATI ON THERAPI ST, AND REHABI LI TATI ON COUNSELOR

(B) FOR THE PURPOSES OF ESTABLI SHI NG STAFFI NG RATI OS, EVERY PATI ENT
W TH N A FACI LI TY OPERATED UNDER THE JURI SDI CTI ON OF THE OFFI CE SHALL BE
CLASSI FI ED AS A SHORT STAY, SPECI ALI ZED CARE OR EXTENDED CARE PATI ENT,
AND ASSIGNED TO A CORRESPONDI NG SHORT STAY UNI'T, SPECI ALI ZED CARE UNI'T
OR EXTENDED CARE UNI T. FOR THE PURPOSES OF CLASSI FI CATION, THE CHARAC
TERI STICS OF THE PATIENTS NEEDING THE MOST | NTENSI VE CARE SHALL BE
UTI LI ZED | N DETERM NI NG THE CLASSI FI CATI ON OF THE ENTI RE UNIT. NOTHI NG
HEREIN SHALL BE CONSTRUED TO DIM N SH OR CHANGE THE ABILITY OF THE
OFFI CE TO DETERM NE APPROPRI ATE TREATMENT, DI AGNCSI'S, ADM SSI ON PROCE-
DURES OR PLACEMENT WTHIN A FACILITY FOR ANY PATI ENTS.

(O 1. ANY UNIT WHICH IS CLASSIFIED AS A SHORT STAY UNNT OR AN
EXTENDED CARE UNI T SHALL MAI NTAIN A STAFF TO PATIENT RATIO OF NO LESS
THAN 1.2 TO 1 FOR CATEGORY ONE EMPLOYEES AND A RATIO OF .4 TO 1 FOR
CATEGORY TWO EMPLOYEES AND SHALL BE LI M TED TO TVENTY- FI VE PATI ENTS.

2. ANY UNNT WHICH IS CLASSI FI ED AS A SPECI ALI ZED CARE UNI T SHALL MAI N-
TAIN A STAFF TO PATI ENT RATIO OF NO LESS THAN 1.6 TO 1 FOR CATEGORY ONE
EMPLOYEES AND A RATIO OF .6 TO 1 FOR CATEGORY TWO EMPLOYEES AND SHALL BE
LI M TED TO TVENTY PATI ENTS.

3. NOTHI NG HEREI N SHALL BE CONSTRUED TO PREVENT THE OFFI CE FROM RAI S-
| NG THE STAFFI NG LEVELS DUE TO THE ACUI TY LEVEL OF EACH WARD.

(D) THE OFFI CE SHALL, AT LEAST ONCE EVERY QUARTER, PUBLISH THE STAFF-
ING RATIOS OF EACH FACILITY UNDER I TS JURI SDI CTI ON. SUCH PUBLI CATI ON
SHALL | NCLUDE THE NUMBER OF PATIENTS WTHIN EACH UNIT, THE SPECIFIC
CLASSI FI CATION OF EACH PATI ENT, AND THE SPECI FI C TI TLES OF DI RECT CARE
STAFF ASSI GNED TO SUCH UNIT. SUCH PUBLI CATION SHALL ALSO INCLUDE A
COWARI SON OF THE CURRENT STAFFING RATIOS TO THE PREVI OQUS QUARTER S
STAFFI NG RATI OS. THE FI RST SUCH PUBLI CATI ON SHALL BE SUBM TTED TO THE
GOVERNOR AND THE CHAlI RPERSONS OF THE SENATE AND ASSEMBLY MENTAL HEALTH
COW TTEES ON OR BEFORE JANUARY FI RST, TWD THOUSAND ELEVEN. SUCH PUBLI -
CATI ONS SHALL BE SUBM TTED QUARTERLY THEREAFTER.

S 2. This act shall take effect on the one hundred twentieth day after
it shall have becone a | aw.



