==
RPOOWONOUIAWNER

STATE OF NEW YORK

5819
2011- 2012 Regul ar Sessi ons
I N ASSEMBLY
March 2, 2011

I ntroduced by M of A CASTELLI -- read once and referred to the Comit -
tee on Governnental Operations

AN ACT to amend the legislative law, in relation to apportionnment of
congressional, senate and assenbly districts; and to repeal section
83-mof such law relating to the legislative task force on denographic
research and reapportionnent

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK, REPRESENTED | N SENATE AND ASSEM
BLY, DO ENACT AS FOLLOWE:

Section 1. This act shall be known and may be cited as the "New York
state independent citizens redistricting conm ssion act".

S 2. Subdivision 3 of section 5-a of the legislative | aw, as added by
chapter 630 of the laws of 1998, the opening paragraph as anended by
section 1 of part QQ of chapter 56 of the |aws of 2010, is anended to
read as foll ows:

3. Any nenber of the assenbly serving in a special capacity in a posi-
tion set forth in the foll owi ng schedule shall be paid the all owance set
forth in such schedule only for the legislative termcomrenci ng January
first, two thousand eleven and term nating Decenber thirty-first, two
t housand twel ve:

ASSEMBLYMEN SERVI NG | N SPECI AL CAPACI TY

Chai rman of | egislative comr ssion on public nanagenent

SY Sl I B . .. 12, 500
Chai rman of | egislative comission on science and

technol O0gy . ... 12, 500
Co-chairman of the |egislative comm ssion on water

resource needs of New York state and Long Island ......... no al | owance
[ Co-chai rman of the |egislative task force on

denogr aphi c research and reapportionnment ...................... 15, 000]
Chai rman of the assenbly task force on farm

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in I TALICS (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[ ] is oldlawto be onmtted.
LBDO8661- 01- 1
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food and nNUEtitiON .. ... 12,500
Ranki ng m nority nmenber of the assenbly task force

on farm food and nutrition ........ ... . . .. . . .. 9, 000
Chai rman of the |egislative comm ssion on skills

devel opnent and career education ............. ... ... ... 12, 500
Vi ce-Chairman of the | egislative comm ssion on the

devel opnent of rural resources .............. ... 12, 500

S 3. Subdivision 5 of section 12 of the legislative | aw, as added by
chapter 141 of the laws of 1994, is amended to read as foll ows:

5. Notwi thstanding any provision of lawto the contrary, services and
expenses of the legislative health service, legislative library, |egis-
| ati ve nessenger service, legislative ethics conmttee, [joint oper-
ations of the legislative task force on denographic research and reap-
portionnment] | NDEPENDENT CITIZENS REDI STRICTING COW SSI ON, and
contributions to the national conference of state |egislatures shall be
payabl e after audit by and on the warrant of the conptroller upon vouch-
ers certified by the tenporary president of the senate or his or her
desi gnee and the speaker of the assenbly or his or her designee.

S 4. Section 83-mof the legislative |law is REPEALED.

S 5. The legislative law is anmended by adding a new article 6-Ato
read as foll ows:

ARTI CLE 6- A
APPORTI ONMVENT OF CONGRESSI ONAL
AND STATE LEGQ SLATI VE DI STRI CTS
SECTI ON 93. LEGQ SLATI VE | NTENT.

94. THE | NDEPENDENT ClI Tl ZENS REDI STRI CTI NG COVM SSI ON.
95. COWM SSI ON SELECTI ON PROCESS.
96. APPORTI ONMENT.
97. REFERENDUM LEQ SLATI ON.
98. JUDI Cl AL REVI EW

S 93. LEGQ SLATI VE | NTENT. THE LEG SLATURE HEREBY FINDS AND DECLARES
THAT:

1. THERE |IS A NEED FOR I NTENSIVE AND THOROUGH STUDY, RESEARCH AND
| NQUI RY | NTO THE TECHNI QUES AND METHODOLOGY TO BE USED BY THE BUREAU OF
THE CENSUS OF THE UNI TED STATES COMVERCE DEPARTMENT | N CARRYI NG OQUT THE
DECENNI AL FEDERAL CENSUS.

2. A TECHNI CAL PLAN WLL BE NEEDED TO MEET THE REQUI REMENTS OF A
LEG SLATIVE TI METABLE FOR A REAPPORTI ONVENT OF THE SENATE AND ASSEMBLY
DI STRI CTS AND THE CONGRESSI ONAL DI STRICTS OF THE STATE BASED ON SUCH
CENSUS.

3. UNDER CURRENT LAW NEW YORK LEG SLATORS DRAW THE DI STRI CTS FOR
CONGRESS AND THE LEG SLATURE. ALLOWNNG POLITICANS TO DRAW THESE
DI STRICTS, TO MAKE THEM SAFE FOR | NCUMBENTS, OR TO TAILOR THE DI STRI CTS
FOR THE ELECTI ON OF THEMSELVES OR THEI R FRI ENDS, OR TO BAR THE DI STRI CTS
TO THE ELECTION OF THEIR ADVERSARIES, IS A SERIQUS ABUSE THAT HARMS
VOTERS.

4. PCLITICl ANS DRAW DI STRI CTS THAT SERVE THEI R | NTERESTS, NOT THOSE OF
OUR COMMUNI TIES. CTIES, COUNTIES, AND COVWWUNI TI ES ARE CURRENTLY SPLI T
BETWEEN Bl ZARRELY JAGGED CONGRESSI ONAL DI STRI CTS DESI GNED TO MAKE THOSE
DI STRI CTS SAFE FOR PARTI CULAR PARTI ES AND PARTI CULAR | NCUMBENTS. WE NEED
REFORM TO KEEP OUR COMMUNI TI ES TOGETHER SO EVERYONE HAS REPRESENTATI ON.

5. TH'S REFORM W LL MAKE THE REDI STRI CTI NG PROCESS OPEN SO | T CANNOT
BE CONTROLLED BY WHI CHEVER PARTY IS IN PONER. | T WLL d VE THE PONER OF
REDI STRI CTI NG TO THE | NDEPENDENT ClI Tl ZENS REDI STRI CTI NG COVM SSI ON. THE
MEMBERSHI P OF THE COW SSI ON W LL HAVE THREE GROUPS OF MEMBERS: FIVE
DEMOCRATS; FI VE REPUBLI CANS; AND FOUR MEMBERS REAQ STERED W TH NEI THER OF
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THOSE PARTI ES, WHO W LL CARRY THE VO CES OF | NDEPENDENT AND M NOR- PARTY
VOTERS WHO ARE COVPLETELY SHUT QUT OF THE CURRENT PROCESS. THE NEW
DI STRICTS WLL BE FAI R BECAUSE SUPPORT FROM ALL THREE GROUPS | S REQUI RED
FOR APPROVAL OF ANY NEW REDI STRI CTI NG PLAN.

6. THE | NDEPENDENT CI TI ZENS REDI STRICTING COW SSION W LL DRAW
DI STRI CTS BASED ON STRI CT, NONPARTI SAN RULES DESIGNED TO ENSURE FAIR
REPRESENTATION. THIS REFORM TAKES REDI STRI CTING OUT OF THE PARTI SAN
BATTLES OF THE LEG SLATURE AND GUARANTEES REDI STRI CTI NG W LL BE DEBATED
IN THE OPEN I N PUBLIC MEETI NGS. ALL M NUTES WLL BE POSTED PUBLI CLY ON
THE | NTERNET. EVERY ASPECT OF TH S PROCESS WLL BE OPEN TO SCRUTINY BY
THE PUBLI C AND THE PRESS.

7. I'N THE CURRENT PROCESS, PCLITIClI ANS ARE CHOOSI NG THE VOTERS | NSTEAD
OF VOTERS HAVING A REAL CHO CE. THIS REFORM W LL PUT THE VOTERS BACK | N
CHARCE.

8. ELECTI ONS ARE SUPPCSED TO ALLOW VOTERS TO CHOOSE THEIR REPRESEN-
TATIVES, BUT NEW YORKERS HAVE BEEN DENI ED TRUE CHO CE BECAUSE ELECTED
OFFI CI ALS HAVE HI STORI CALLY BEEN ABLE TO DRAW DI STRICT LINES TO CHOOSE
THEIR VOTERS. NEW YORK LEG SLATI VE RACES ARE TYPI CALLY NON- COVPETI Tl VE
BECAUSE OF THESE GERRYMANDERED DI STRICTS. IT IS OUR COMWON DESIRE TO
| MPROVE NEW YORK STATE GOVERNVENT AND THE DEMOCRATI C PROCESS | N THE
STATE BY ENSURI NG THAT REDI STRI CTI NG PURSUANT TO THE CENSUS BE CONSTI TU-
TI ONAL AND FAI R

S 94. THE | NDEPENDENT CI TI ZENS REDI STRICTING COW SSION. 1. THERE
SHALL BE CREATED AN | NDEPENDENT Cl TI ZENS REDI STRI CTI NG COW SSI ON TO
ASSI ST THE LEGQ SLATURE | N THE REAPPORTI ONMENT OF CONGRESSI ONAL, STATE
AND ASSEMBLY DI STRI CTS BASED ON THE ENSUI NG FEDERAL CENSUS, PURSUANT TO
SECTION TWO OF ARTICLE ONE OF THE UNTED STATES CONSTI TUTI ON AND
SECTI ONS FOUR AND FI VE OF ARTI CLE THREE OF THE STATE CONSTI TUTI ON.

2. THE COW SSI ON SHALL BE CREATED NO LATER THAN THE THI RTI ETH DAY OF
JUNE I N EACH YEAR ENDI NG WTH A ZERO OR AS SOON AS PGCSSI BLE AFTER THE
EFFECTI VE DATE OF THI S ARTI CLE.

3. THE COW SSI ON SHALL CONSI ST OF FOURTEEN MEMBERS, AS FOLLOWG: FI VE
WHO ARE REG STERED W TH THE LARGEST POLI TI CAL PARTY I N NEW YORK BASED ON
REG STRATI ON, FI VE WHO ARE REAQ STERED W TH THE SECOND LARGEST POLI TI CAL
PARTY | N NEW YORK BASED ON REG STRATI ON AND FOUR WHO ARE NOT REQ STERED
WTH EIl THER OF THE TWO LARGEST POLI TI CAL PARTIES I N NEW YORK BASED ON
REG STRATI ON. THE MEMBERS SHALL BE SELECTED PURSUANT TO THE PROCESS SET
FORTH I N SECTI ON NI NETY-FI VE OF TH S ARTI CLE.

4. EACH COW SSI ON MEMBER SHALL BE A VOTER WHO HAS BEEN CONTI NUOUSLY
REG STERED |IN NEW YORK WTH THE SAME POLI TI CAL PARTY OR UNAFFI LI ATED
WTH A POLI TI CAL PARTY AND VWHO HAS NOT CHANGED POLI TI CAL  PARTY AFFI L-
|ATITON FOR FIVE OR MORE YEARS | MMEDI ATELY PRECEDI NG THE DATE OF H' S OR
HER APPO NTMENT. EACH COWM SSI ON MEMBER SHALL HAVE VOTED IN TWO OF THE
LAST THREE STATEW DE GENERAL ELECTI ONS | MVEDI ATELY PRECEDI NG H S OR HER
APPLI CATI ON.

5. THE TERM OF OFFI CE OF EACH MEMBER OF THE COWM SSI ON EXPI RES UPON
THE APPO NTMENT OF THE FI RST MEMBER OF THE SUCCEEDI NG COWM SSI ON.

6. NNE MEMERS OF THE COW SSI ON SHALL CONSTI TUTE A QUORUM NI NE OR
MORE AFFI RVATI VE VOTES SHALL BE REQUI RED FOR ANY OFFICIAL ACTION. THE
FOUR FI NAL REDI STRI CTI NG MAPS MJUST BE APPROVED BY AT LEAST NI NE AFFI RVA-
TI' VE VOTES WH CH MUST | NCLUDE AT LEAST THREE VOTES OF MEMBERS REG STERED
FROM EACH OF THE TWO LARGEST POLI TI CAL PARTIES | N NEW YORK BASED ON
REG STRATI ON AND THREE VOTES FROM MEMBERS WHO ARE NOT' REGQ STERED W TH
El THER OF THESE TWO POLI Tl CAL PARTI ES.
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7. EACH COW SSI ON MEMBER SHALL APPLY THI S ARTI CLE IN A MANNER THAT | S
| MPARTI AL AND THAT REI NFORCES PUBLI C CONFI DENCE I N THE | NTEGRITY OF THE
REDI STRI CTlI NG PROCESS.

8. A COW SSI ON MEMBER SHALL BE | NELI G BLE FOR A PERI GD OF TEN YEARS
BEG NNI NG FROM THE DATE OF APPO NTMENT TO HOLD ELECTI VE PUBLI C OFFI CE AT
THE FEDERAL, STATE, COUNTY, OR LOCAL LEVEL IN THIS STATE. A MEMBER OF
THE COMM SSI ON SHALL BE I NELI G BLE FOR A PERI OD OF FI VE YEARS BEG NNI NG
FROM THE DATE OF APPO NTMENT TO HOLD APPA NTI VE FEDERAL, STATE, OR LOCAL
PUBLI C OFFI CE, TO SERVE AS PAI D STAFF FOR, OR AS A PAID CONSULTANT TGO
THE EXECUTI VE BRANCH, THE CONGRESS, THE LEGQ SLATURE, OR ANY | NDI VI DUAL
LEG SLATOR, OR TO REA STER AS A FEDERAL, STATE OR LOCAL LOBBYIST IN TH S
STATE.

S 95. COW SSI ON SELECTI ON PROCESS. 1. THE COWTROLLER SHALL I NI TI ATE
AN APPLI CATI ON PROCESS, OPEN TO ALL REG STERED NEW YORK VOTERS I N A
MANNER THAT PROMOTES A DI VERSE AND QUALI FI ED APPLI CANT POQL.

2. THE COWTRCOLLER SHALL REMOVE FROM THE APPLI CANT POOL | NDI VI DUALS
WHO SHALL BE DI SQUALI FI ED FROM SERVI NG ON THE COWM SSI ON. AN APPLI CANT
SHALL BE DI SQUALI FI ED FROM SERVING ON THE COM SSION |F, WTH N TEN
YEARS OF SUBM SSION CF H'S OR HER APPLI CATI ON, HE OR SHE:

(A) HOLDS OR HAS HELD AN ELECTED GOVERNMENTAL OFFI CE;

(B) HOLDS OR HAS HELD ANY OTHER APPO NTED GOVERNVENTAL OR PCLI TI CAL
PARTY PCSI TI ON,

(© |I'S EMPLOYED OR HAS BEEN EMPLOYED IN ANY OTHER POSITION BY THE
UNI TED STATES CONGRESS, THE STATE LEG SLATURE, THE EXECUTI VE CHAMBER,
THE UNI FI ED COURT SYSTEM OR THE FEDERAL COURT SYSTEM OR

(D) 1'S OR HAS BEEN A REG STERED LOBBYIST IN THI'S STATE PURSUANT TO
ARTI CLE ONE-A OF TH S CHAPTER;

(E) IS THE SPOUSE OF ANY MEMBER OF THE UNI TED STATES CONGRESS, THE
STATE LEQ SLATURE, THE EXECUTI VE CHAMBER, THE UNI FI ED COURT SYSTEM OR
THE FEDERAL COURT SYSTEM

(F) 1S RELATED WTHI N THE THI RD DEGREE OF CONSANGUI NI TY TO ANY MEMBER
OF THE UNI TED STATES CONGRESS, THE STATE LEG SLATURE, THE EXECUTI VE
CHAMBER, THE UNI FI ED COURT SYSTEM OR THE FEDERAL COURT SYSTEM OR TO THE
SPOQUSE OF ANY SUCH PERSQN; OR

(G CONTRIBUTED TWO THOUSAND DOLLARS OR MORE TO ANY CONGRESSI ONAL,
STATE, OR LOCAL CANDI DATE FOR ELECTI VE PUBLI C OFFI CE I N ANY YEAR, WH CH
AMOUNT SHALL BE ADJUSTED EVERY TEN YEARS BY THE CUMULATI VE CHANGE I N THE
CONSUMER PRI CE | NDEX.

3. THE COVMPTRCOLLER SHALL ESTABLI SH AN APPLI CANT REVI EW PANEL, CONSI ST-
ING OF THREE QUALI FI ED | NDEPENDENT AUDI TORS, TO SCREEN APPLI CANTS. THE
COVPTROLLER SHALL RANDOWLY DRAW THE NAMES OF THREE QUALI FI ED | NDEPENDENT
AUDI TORS FROM A POCL CONSI STI NG OF ALL AUDI TORS EMPLOYED BY THE STATE AT
THE TI ME OF THE DRAW NG THE COMPTROLLER SHALL DRAWUNTIL THE NAMES OF
THREE | NDEPENDENT AUDI TORS HAVE BEEN DRAWN | NCLUDI NG ONE WHO | S REQ S-
TERED W TH THE LARGEST POLI TI CAL PARTY | N NEW YORK BASED ON PARTY REQ S-
TRATI ON, ONE WHO | S REA STERED W TH THE SECOND LARGEST POLITI CAL  PARTY
IN NEW YORK BASED ON PARTY REQ STRATI ON, AND ONE WHO | S NOT' REAQ STERED
WTH El THER OF THE TWO LARGEST POLI TI CAL PARTI ES | N NEW YORK. AFTER THE
DRAWNG THE COWTROLLER SHALL NOTIFY THE THREE QUALI FI ED | NDEPENDENT
AUDI TORS WHOSE NAMES HAVE BEEN DRAWN THAT THEY HAVE BEEN SELECTED TO
SERVE ON THE PANEL. |F ANY OF THE THREE QUALI FI ED | NDEPENDENT AUDI TORS
DECLI NE TO SERVE ON THE PANEL, THE COWPTROLLER SHALL RESUVE THE RANDOM
DRAW NG UNTI L THREE QUALI FI ED | NDEPENDENT AUDI TORS WHO MEET THE REQUI RE-
MENTS OF THI S SECTI ON HAVE AGREED TO SERVE ON THE PANEL. A MEMBER OF THE
PANEL SHALL BE SUBJECT TO THE DI SQUALI FI CATI ON PROVI SIONS SET FORTH I N
SUBDI VI SI ON TWO OF THI S SECTI ON.
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4. HAVI NG REMOVED DI SQUALI FI ED | NDI VI DUALS FROM THE APPLI CANT POQL,
THE COMPTROLLER SHALL NOT' LATER THAN THE FI RST OF MARCH I N EACH YEAR
ENDI NG WTH A ZERO OR AS SOON AS PCSSI BLE AFTER THE EFFECTI VE DATE OF
TH'S ARTICLE, PUBLICIZE THE NAMES [N THE APPLI CANT POOL AND PROVI DE
COPI ES OF THEI R APPLI CATI ONS TO THE APPLI CANT REVI EW PANEL.

5. FROM THE APPLI CANT POOL, THE APPLI CANT REVI EW PANEL SHALL SELECT
SIXTY OF THE MOST QUALI FI ED APPLI CANTS, | NCLUDI NG TWENTY WHO ARE REGQ S-
TERED WTH THE LARGEST POLI TI CAL PARTY | N NEW YORK BASED ON REGQ STRA-
TION, TVENTY WHO ARE REG STERED W TH THE SECOND LARGEST POLI TI CAL PARTY
IN NEW YORK BASED ON REG STRATI ON, AND TVWENTY WHO ARE NOT REQ STERED
WTH EIl THER OF THE TWO LARGEST POLI TI CAL PARTIES I N NEW YORK BASED ON
REG STRATI ON. THESE SUBPOOLS SHALL BE CREATED ON THE BASI S OF RELEVANT
ANALYTI CAL SKI LLS, ABILITY TO BE | MPARTI AL, AND APPRECI ATION FOR NEW
YORK'S DI VERSE DEMOGRAPHI CS AND GEOGRAPHY. THE MEMBERS OF THE PANEL
SHALL NOT COVMUNI CATE W TH ANY MEMBER OF THE UNI TED STATES CONGRESS, THE
STATE LEQ SLATURE, THE EXECUTI VE CHAMBER, THE UNI FI ED COURT SYSTEM OR
THE FEDERAL COURT SYSTEM OR ANY REPRESENTATIVE THEREOF, ABOUT ANY
MATTER RELATED TO THE NOM NATI ON PROCESS OR APPLICANTS PRIOR TO THE
PRESENTATI ON BY THE PANEL OF THE POOL OF RECOMVENDED APPLI CANTS TO THE
COWPTROLLER, THE TEMPORARY PRESI DENT OF THE SENATE AND THE SPEAKER OF
THE ASSEMBLY.

6. BY THE FIRST OF MAY I N EACH YEAR ENDI NG WTH A ZERO OR AS SOON AS
PCSSI BLE AFTER THE EFFECTI VE DATE OF TH S ARTI CLE, THE APPLI CANT REVI EW
PANEL SHALL PRESENT | TS POOL OF RECOMVENDED APPLI CANTS TO THE TEMPORARY
PRESI DENT OF THE SENATE AND THE SPEAKER OF THE ASSEMBLY. NO LATER THAN
THE FIFTEENTH OF JUNE |IN EACH YEAR ENDING WTH A ZERO OR AS SOON AS
PCSSI BLE AFTER THE EFFECTI VE DATE OF TH S ARTI CLE, THE TEMPORARY PRESI -
DENT OF THE SENATE, THE M NORI TY LEADER OF THE SENATE, THE SPEAKER OF
THE ASSEMBLY AND THE M NORI TY LEADER OF THE ASSEMBLY MAY EACH STRI KE UP
TO TWO APPLI CANTS FROM EACH SUBPOOL OF TVENTY FOR A TOTAL OF ElI GHT
PCSSI BLE STRI KES PER SUBPOOL. AFTER ALL OF THE LEQ SLATI VE LEADERS HAVE
EXERCI SED THEIR STRIKES, THE TEMPORARY PRESI DENT OF THE SENATE AND THE
SPEAKER OF THE ASSEMBLY SHALL JO NTLY PRESENT THE POOL OF REMAIN NG
NAVES TO THE COVPTROLLER.

7. NO LATER THAN THE TWENTI ETH OF JUNE | N EACH YEAR ENDI NG W TH A ZERO
OR AS SOON AS POsSIBLE AFTER THE EFFECTI VE DATE OF THI S ARTI CLE, THE
COMPTROLLER SHALL RANDOWMLY DRAW EI GHT NAMES FROM THE REMAI NI NG POOL OF
APPLI CANTS AS FOLLOAS: THREE FROM THE REMAI NI NG SUBPOOL OF APPLI CANTS
REG STERED W TH THE LARGEST POLI TICAL PARTY IN NEW YORK BASED UPON
REG STRATI ON, THREE FROM THE REMAI NI NG SUBPOOL OF APPLI CANTS REQ STERED
W TH THE SECOND LARGEST PCLI TI CAL PARTY | N NEW YORK BASED UPON REG STRA-
TION, AND TWO FROM THE REMAI NI NG SUBPOOL OF APPLI CANTS WHO ARE NOT
REG STERED W TH EI THER OF THE TWD LARGEST POLI TI CAL PARTI ES | N NEW YORK
BASED ON REG STRATION. THESE EIGHT | NDIVIDUALS SHALL SERVE ON THE
COW SSI ON.

8. NO LATER THAN THE TVENTY-FI FTH OF JUNE | N EACH YEAR ENDI NG WTH A
ZERO OR AS SOON AS PCsSI BLE AFTER THE EFFECTI VE DATE OF TH S ARTI CLE,
THE ElI GHT COW SSI ONERS SHALL REVI EW THE REMAI NI NG NAMES I N THE POOL OF
APPLI CANTS AND APPO NT SI X APPLI CANTS TO THE COMM SSI ON AS FOLLOWG: TWO
FROM THE REMAINING SUBPOOL OF APPLI CANTS REG STERED W TH THE LARGEST
PCLI TI CAL PARTY | N NEW YORK BASED ON REG STRATI ON, TWO FROM THE REMAI N-
I NG SUBPOOL OF APPLI CANTS REG STERED W TH THE SECOND LARGEST POLI TI CAL
PARTY I N NEW YORK BASED ON REGQ STRATIQN, AND TWO FROM THE REMAI NI NG
SUBPOOL OF APPLI CANTS WHO ARE NOI' REA STERED W TH EI THER OF THE TWO
LARGEST POLI TI CAL PARTI ES I N NEW YORK BASED ON REGQ STRATION. THE SIX
APPO NTEES MJST BE APPROVED BY AT LEAST FI VE AFFI RVATI VE VOTES VWH CH
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MUST | NCLUDE AT LEAST TWD VOTES OF COWM SSI ONERS REG STERED FROM EACH OF
THE TWO LARGEST PARTI ES AND ONE VOTE FROM A COWM SSIONER WHO IS NOT
AFFI LI ATED W TH El THER OF THE TWD LARGEST POLI TI CAL PARTI ES | N NEW YORK.
THE SI X APPOI NTEES SHALL BE CHOSEN TO ENSURE THE COWM SSI ON REFLECTS THE
STATE S DIVERSITY, INCLUDING BUT NOT LIMTED TO  RACIAL, ETHNIC,
GEOGRAPHI C, AND GENDER DI VERSI TY. HOMEVER, IT IS NOT |NTENDED THAT
FORMULAS OR SPECIFIC RATIOS BE APPLIED FOR TH S PURPCSE. APPLI CANTS
SHALL ALSO BE CHOSEN BASED ON RELEVANT ANALYTI CAL SKILLS AND ABILITY TO
BE | MPARTI AL.

S 96. APPORTIONMENT. 1. THE COWM SSION, SHALL, UPON RECEI PT OF THE
FEDERAL DECENNI AL CENSUS FOR THE STATE, BEG N TO ESTABLISH A PLAN FOR
THE APPORTI ONVENT OF CONGRESSI ONAL, SENATE AND ASSEMBLY DI STRICTS I N THE
STATE.

2. THE FOLLONNG REQUI REMENTS AND PRINCIPLES SHALL BE APPLIED IN
ESTABLI SHI NG A PLAN FOR SUCH DI STRICTS, AS SET FORTH IN THE FOLLOW NG
ORDER OF PRI ORI TY:

(A) DISTRICTS SHALL COWPLY WTH THE UNITED STATES CONSTI TUTI ON.
CONGRESSI ONAL DI STRI CTS SHALL ACHI EVE POPULATI ON EQUALI TY AS NEARLY AS
|' S PRACTI CABLE, AND SENATORI AL AND ASSEMBLY DI STRI CTS SHALL HAVE REASON
ABLY EQUAL POPULATI ON W TH OTHER DI STRI CTS FOR THE SAME OFFI CE, EXCEPT
WHERE DEVI ATION |'S REQUI RED TO COMPLY WTH THE VOTING RIGHTS ACT (42
U S.C. 1971 ET AL.) OR AS ALLOMBLE BY LAW

(B) DI STRICTS SHALL COVPLY W TH THE VOTI NG RI GHTS ACT (42 U.S.C. 1971
ET AL.).

(C) DI STRICTS SHALL BE GEOGRAPHI CALLY CONTI GUOUS; NO DI STRICT SHALL
CONSI ST OF PARTS ENTI RELY SEPARATED BY THE TERRI TORY OF ANOTHER DI STRI CT
OF THE SAME BODY, WHETHER SUCH TERRI TORY BE LAND OR WATER, POPULATED OR
UNPOPULATED. A POPULATED CENSUS BLOCK SHALL NOT BE DI VI DED BY A DI STRI CT
BOUNDARY, UNLESS | T CAN BE DETERM NED THAT THE POPULATED PART OF SUCH
BLOCK IS WTH N A SI NGLE DI STRI CT.

(D) THE GEOGRAPHIC INTEGRITY OF ANY CITY, COUNTY, CITY AND COUNTY,
LOCAL NEI GHBORHOOD, OR LOCAL COMMUNI TY OF | NTEREST SHALL BE RESPECTED I N
A MANNER THAT M NI M ZES THEIR DI VI SION TO THE EXTENT POSSI BLE W THOUT
VI OLATING THE REQU REMENTS OF ANY OF THE PRECEDI NG PARAGRAPHS OF THI S
SUBDI VI SION. A COVMMUNI TY OF | NTEREST IS A CONTI GUOUS POPULATI ON  WHI CH
SHARES COWON SOCI AL AND ECONOM C | NTERESTS THAT SHOULD BE | NCLUDED
W THI N A SINGLE DI STRICT FOR PURPOSES OF | TS EFFECTI VE AND FAIR REPRE-
SENTATI ON.  EXAMPLES OF SUCH SHARED | NTERESTS ARE THOSE COMMON TO AN
URBAN AREA, A RURAL AREA, AN | NDUSTRI AL AREA, OR AN AGRI CULTURAL AREA,
AND THOSE COMMON TO AREAS | N WHI CH THE PEOPLE SHARE SI M LAR LI VI NG STAN-
DARDS, USE THE SAME TRANSPORTATI ON FACI LI TIES, HAVE SIM LAR WORK OPPOR-
TUNI TI ES, OR HAVE ACCESS TO THE SAME MEDI A OF COVMUNI CATI ON RELEVANT TO
THE ELECTION PROCESS. COVMUNI TIES OF |NTEREST SHALL NOT | NCLUDE
RELATI ONSH PS W TH POLI TI CAL PARTI ES, | NCUVBENTS, OR POLITICAL CANDI -
DATES.

(E) TO THE EXTENT PRACTI CABLE, AND WHERE THI S DOES NOT CONFLICT W TH
THE PRECEDI NG PARAGRAPHS OF THI'S SUBDI VI SION, DI STRICTS SHALL BE DRAWN
TO ENCOURAGE GEOGRAPHI CAL COMPACTNESS SUCH THAT NEARBY AREAS OF POPU-
LATI ON ARE NOT BYPASSED FOR MORE DI STANT POPULATI ON.

3. THE PLACE OF RESIDENCE OF ANY |NCUMBENT OR POLITICAL CANDI DATE
SHALL NOT BE CONSI DERED | N THE CREATION OF A MAP. DI STRICTS SHALL NOT BE
DRAWN FOR THE PURPOSE OF FAVORI NG OR DI SCRI' M NATI NG AGAI NST AN | NCUM
BENT, POLI TI CAL CANDI DATE, OR POLI TI CAL PARTY.

4. DI STRICTS FOR THE CONGRESS, SENATE, AND ASSEMBLY SHALL BE NUMBERED
CONSECUTI VELY COWWENCI NG AT THE SOUTHERN BOUNDARY OF THE STATE AND
ENDI NG AT THE NORTHERN BOUNDARY.
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5. (A) ON OR BEFORE THE FI FTEENTH OF MAY IN EACH YEAR ENDING WTH A
ONE OR WTHIN SI XTY DAYS OF RECElI VI NG THE FEDERAL DECENNI AL CENSUS FOR
THE STATE, VWH CHEVER IS LATER, OR AS SOON AS POSSI BLE AFTER THE EFFEC
TI' VE DATE OF TH S ARTI CLE, THE COW SSI ON SHALL APPROVE THREE FI NAL NMAPS
THAT SEPARATELY SET FORTH THE DI STRI CT BOUNDARY LI NES FOR THE CONGRES-
SI ONAL, SENATCORI AL AND ASSEMBLY DI STRI CTS. UPON APPROVAL, THE COWM SSI ON
SHALL CERTIFY THE THREE FI NAL MAPS TO THE COMPTROLLER

(B) THE COW SSI ON SHALL | SSUE, WTH EACH OF THE THREE FI NAL MNMAPS, A
REPORT THAT EXPLAINS THE BASIS ON WH CH THE COW SSI ON MADE | TS DECI -
SIONS | N ACH EVI NG COWLI ANCE WTH THE CRITERIA LISTED |IN SUBDI VI SI ON
TWO OF THI'S SECTI ON AND SHALL | NCLUDE DEFI NI TI ONS OF THE TERMS AND STAN-
DARDS USED | N DRAW NG EACH FI NAL MAP.

S 97. REFERENDUM LEGQ SLATION. 1. EACH CERTI FI ED FI NAL MAP SHALL BE
DI STRI BUTED TO THE PUBLI C AND SUBM TTED TO THE PEOPLE FOR APPROVAL AT
THE NEXT GENERAL ELECTI ON THEREAFTER. UPON BElI NG APPROVED BY THE AFFI R-
MATI VE VOTE CF THE MAJORITY OF THE PEOPLE VOIING THEREON AT SUCH
ELECTION, THE MAPS SHALL BE SUBM TTED TO THE LEQ SLATURE, ALONG W TH
LEG SLATI ON NECESSARY TO | MPLEMENT SUCH MAPS. UPON RECEIPT OF SUCH
MAPS, THE | MPLEMENTI NG LEG SLATI ON THEREFORE SHALL BE | NTRODUCED | N BOTH
HOUSES OF THE LEGQ SLATURE W THOUT ANY AMENDVENTS W THI N FI VE DAYS. | F
APPROVED, THE LEG SLATURE SHALL FORWARD SUCH LEG SLATI ON TO THE GOVERNOR
W TH N FI VE DAYS.

2. IF (A THE COW SSI ON DOES NOT APPROVE A CERTI FI ED FI NAL MAP BY AT
LEAST THE REQUI SITE VOTES, (B) VOTERS DI SAPPROVE A CERTI FI ED FI NAL NMAP
IN A REFERENDUM (C) ElI THER HOUSE SHALL FAIL TO APPROVE THE LEGQ SLATI ON
SUBM TTED PURSUANT TO SUBDI VI SION ONE OF THI S SECTI ON W THI N TVENTY- ONE
DAYS OF I TS SUBM SSI ON, OR (D) THE GOVERNOR SHALL VETO SUCH LEGQ SLATI ON
AND THE LEG SLATURE SHALL FAIL TO OVERRI DE SUCH VETO W THI N FI FTEEN DAYS
OF SUCH VETO THE COWM SSI ON SHALL HOLD AN OPEN HEARI NG W THI N FI FTEEN
DAYS OF SAI D FAI LURE TO APPROVE THE MAP OR PASS THE LEG SLATI ON AT VWH CH
THE COW SSI ONERS, THE SPEAKER AND M NORI TY LEADER OF THE ASSEMBLY AND
THE TEMPORARY PRESI DENT AND M NORI TY LEADER OF THE SENATE, OR EACH OF
THEI R DESI GNEES SHALL TESTIFY AS TO THE REASONS THAT THE MAP OR NMAPS
FAI LED TO BE APPROVED OR THE LEQ SLATI ON DI D NOTI' BECOVE LAW AND MEMBERS
OF THE PUBLIC WLL ALSO BE I NVITED TO TESTIFY. WTH N FI FTEEN DAYS OF
SUCH HEARI NG THE COWMM SSI ON SHALL ESTABLI SH AND SUBM T TO THE LEGQ SLA-
TURE A SECOND APPORTI ONMENT MAP OR MAPS AND THE NECESSARY | MPLEMENTI NG
LEG SLATI ON FOR SUCH MAP OR MAPS. UPON RECEI PT OF SUCH SECOND MAP OR
MAPS, THE | MPLEMENTI NG LEG SLATI ON THEREFORE SHALL BE | NTRODUCED | N BOTH
HOUSES OF THE LEGQ SLATURE W THOUT ANY AMENDVENTS W THI N FI VE DAYS. SUCH
LEG SLATI ON SHALL BE VOTED UPON, W THOUT AMENDVMENT, BY BOTH HOUSES W TH-
I N TWENTY- ONE DAYS, BUT NOT SOONER THAN SEVEN DAYS, AFTER I TS | NTRCDUC
TION. | F APPROVED, THE LEGQ SLATURE SHALL FORWARD SUCH LEGQ SLATI ON TO THE
GOVERNOR W THI N FI VE DAYS.

3. IF (A THE COW SSI ON DOES NOT APPROVE A SECOND CERTI FI ED FI NAL MAP
BY AT LEAST THE REQUI SI TE VOTES, (B) VOTERS DI SAPPROVE A SECOND CERTI -
FI ED FI NAL MAP I N A REFERENDUM (C) ElI THER HOUSE SHALL FAIL TO APPROVE
THE LEG SLATION SUBM TTED PURSUANT TO SUBDI VI SION ONE OF THI S SECTI ON
W THI N TVENTY- ONE DAYS OF I TS SUBM SSION, OR (D) THE GOVERNOR SHALL VETO
SUCH LEGQ SLATI ON AND THE LEGQ SLATURE SHALL FAIL TO OVERRIDE SUCH VETO
WTH N FIFTEEN DAYS OF SUCH VETO THE COWM SSI ON SHALL HOLD AN OPEN
HEARI NG W THI N FI FTEEN DAYS OF SAI D FAI LURE TO APPROVE THE MAP OR PASS
THE LEG SLATION AT VWH CH THE COW SSI ONERS, THE SPEAKER AND M NORI TY
LEADER OF THE ASSEMBLY AND THE TEMPORARY PRESI DENT AND M NORITY LEADER
OF THE SENATE, OR EACH OF THEIR DESIGNEES SHALL TESTIFY AS TO THE
REASONS THAT THE MAP OR MAPS FAI LED TO BE APPROVED OR THE LEG SLATI ON
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DD NOT BECOVE LAW AND MEMBERS OF THE PUBLI C WLL ALSO BE | NVI TED TO
TESTIFY. WTH N FI FTEEN DAYS OF SUCH HEARING THE COVM SSION SHALL
ESTABLISH AND SUBMT TO THE LEGQ SLATURE A THI RD APPORTI ONVENT MAP OR
MAPS AND THE NECESSARY | MPLEMENTI NG LEGQ SLATI ON FOR SUCH MAP OR NAPS.
UPON RECEI PT OF SUCH THIRD MAP OR MAPS, THE | MPLEMENTING LEQ SLATI ON
W TH ANY AMENDMVENTS THE LEQ SLATURE SHALL DEEM NECESSARY SHALL BE | NTRO-
DUCED IN BOTH HOUSES OF THE LEG SLATURE WTHI N FI VE DAYS. ALL SUCH
AVENDVENTS SHALL COWLY W TH THE PROVI SIONS OF SUBDIVISION TWO OF THI'S
SECTI ON. SUCH LEQ SLATION SHALL BE VOTED UPON BY BOTH HOUSES W THI N
TVENTY- ONE DAYS, BUT NOT SOONER THAN SEVEN DAYS, AFTER | TS | NTRODUCTI ON.
| F APPROVED, THE LEGQ SLATURE SHALL FORWARD SUCH LEGQ SLATION TO THE
GOVERNOR W THI N FI VE DAYS.

S 98. JUDICIAL REVIEW 1. THE COW SSI ON HAS THE SOLE LEGAL STANDI NG
TO DEFEND ANY ACTI ON REGARDI NG A CERTI FI ED FI NAL MAP, AND SHALL | NFORM
THE LEGQ SLATURE |F I T DETERM NES THAT FUNDS OR OTHER RESOURCES PROVI DED
FOR THE OPERATI ON OF THE COWM SSI ON ARE NOT ADEQUATE. THE LEG SLATURE
SHALL PROVI DE ADEQUATE FUNDI NG TO DEFEND ANY ACTI ON REGARDI NG A CERTI -
FI ED MAP. THE COW SSI ON HAS SOLE AUTHORITY TO DETERM NE WHETHER THE
ATTORNEY GENERAL OR OTHER LEGAL COUNSEL RETAI NED BY THE COWM SSI ON SHALL
ASSI ST I N THE DEFENSE OF A CERTI FI ED FI NAL NAP.

2. THE COURT OF APPEALS HAS ORI G NAL AND EXCLUSI VE JURI SDI CTI ON | N ALL
PROCEEDI NGS IN WH CH A CERTI FI ED FINAL MAP | S CHALLENGED OR | S CLAI MED
NOT TO HAVE TAKEN TI MELY EFFECT.

3. ANY REQ STERED VOTER IN THI S STATE MAY FILE A SPECI AL PROCEEDI NG
W THI N FORTY- FI VE DAYS AFTER THE COWM SSI ON HAS CERTI FI ED A FI NAL MAP TO
THE LEGQ SLATURE, TO BAR THE LEQ SLATURE FROM | MPLEMENTI NG THE PLAN ON
THE GROUNDS THAT THE FI LED PLAN VI OLATES THI S CONSTI TUTION, THE UN TED
STATES CONSTI TUTI ON, OR ANY FEDERAL OR STATE STATUTE. ANY REG STERED
VOTER I N THI S STATE MAY ALSO FI LE A SPECI AL PROCEEDI NG TO SEEK RELIEF
VWHERE A CERTIFIED FINAL MAP IS SUBJECT TO A REFERENDUM MEASURE THAT | S
LI KELY TO QUALI FY AND STAY THE TI MELY | MPLEMENTATI ON OF THE NMAP.

4. THE COURT OF APPEALS SHALL A VE PRIORITY TO RULING ON A SPEC AL
PROCEEDI NG PETI TION FOR A WRI T OF MANDATE OR A WRI T OF PROHI BI TI ON FI LED
PURSUANT TO SUBDI VISION THREE OF THI S SECTION. | F THE COURT DETERM NES
THAT A FI NAL CERTI FI ED MAP VI OLATES THI S CONSTI TUTI ON, THE UNI TED STATES
CONSTI TUTI ON, OR ANY FEDERAL OR STATE STATUTE, THE COURT SHALL FASHI ON
THE RELI EF THAT | T DEEMS APPROPRI ATE.

S 6. This act shall take effect imediately.



