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I ntroduced by M of A P. RIVERA, KELLNER, BENEDETTO, KAVANAGH, M LLMAN
JAFFEE, J. RIVERA, COOK -- Milti-Sponsored by -- M of A ARROYQ,
AUBRY, BOYLAND, BRENNAN, CAH LL, CALHOUN, CAMARA, CLARK, CONTE,
FARRELL, GANTT, HEASTIE, HOOPER, JEFFRIES, P. LOPEZ, V. LOPEZ, WMAl SEL
ORTI Z, PECPLES-STOKES, PERRY, PRETLON RAMOS, REILLY, N R VERA
ROBI NSON, TITUS, TOMWNS, WRIGHT -- read once and referred to the
Conmm ttee on Election Law

AN ACT to anend the election law, the town | aw and the general nunicipa
law, in relation to prohibiting the at |arge election of nenbers of
the |l egislative or governing body of towns and villages, and providing
for and requiring the election of such nenbers by wards; to anend the
general municipal law, in relation to directing the departnent of
state and the legislative task force on denographi c research and reap-
portionnent to assist boards of election to establish wards, authoriz-
ing towns and villages to petition for a tenporary exenption from such
requi renents, and directing the attorney general to report on such
exenptions; and to repeal certain provisions of the town |aw relating
to authorizing certain towns to establish ward systens of el ection

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK, REPRESENTED | N SENATE AND ASSEM
BLY, DO ENACT AS FOLLOWE:

Section 1. Section 15-130 of the election law is anended to read as
fol | ows:

S 15-130. Election of trustees by wards. The board of trustees of
[any] EVERY village [may, by resolution, and subject to a mandatory
referendum] SHALL provide for the election of trustees by wards, OR
alter [existing] ward boundaries [or abolish wards and the el ection of
trustees by wards]. [If a village elects trustees by wards separate]
SEPARATE ball ot boxes or voting machines shall be provided for each
war d.

S 2. Paragraph (b) of subdivision 2 of section 81 of the town law is
REPEALED,

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in I TALICS (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[ ] is oldlawto be onmtted.
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S 3. Section 85 of the town law is anmended to read as foll ows:

S 85. Ward systemfor election of councilnmen. [1. Wenever a proposi-
tion shall have been adopted in a town of the first class for the estab-
i shment of the ward system and the el ection thereafter of one council-
man from each ward, the] THE board of el ections of the county in which
[such] Atown is situate shall divide the town into four wards and fix
the boundaries thereof, unless a proposition shall have been adopted to
i ncrease the nunmber of councilnmen fromfour to six, in which instance,
the board of elections shall divide the town into six wards and fix the
boundari es thereof. In so dividing the town into wards, no town el ection
district shall be divided and no election district thereafter created
under the election |aw shall contain parts of two or nore wards. So far
as possible the division shall be so made that the nunber of voters in
each ward shall be approximately equal. When the board of el ections
shall have finally determ ned the boundaries of the wards, they shal
cause a map of the town to be prepared showing in detail the |ocation of
each ward and the boundaries thereof. The original map so nmade shall be
filed in the office of the town clerk and copies thereof shall be filed
in the offices of the county clerk and the board of elections of the
county. The ward system shall be deened established after such filing is
conplete. After a ward system shall have been so established, the term
of office of every town councilman shall termnate on the thirty-first
day of Decenber next succeeding the first biennial town election held
not less than one hundred twenty days after the establishnent of such
ward system and at such biennial town election, and every biennial town
el ection thereafter, one resident elector of each ward shall be elected
as councilman therefromfor a termof two years beginning on the first
day of January next succeedi ng such el ection.

[2. The ward system nay be abolished upon the adoption of a proposi-
tion therefor at any special or biennial town election. At the first
bi ennial town election held at | east one hundred twenty days after the
adoption of a proposition to abolish the ward system for el ection of
council men, the electors of the town shall elect one-half of the total
nunber of town councilnen for the termof two years each and one-hal f of
the total nunber of town councilnen for the termof four years each. At
each biennial town election held thereafter there shall be elected one-
half of the total nunber of town councilnen for the termof four years
each. The ternms of all such councilnmen shall begin on the first day of
January next succeeding the date of their election.]

S 4. Section 87 of the town |aw, as anmended by chapter 374 of the | aws
of 1940, is anended to read as foll ows:

S 87. Increase [or decrease] of nunmber of councilnmen. [1.] Wenever a
proposition shall have been adopted in a town [of the first class which
shall not have established the ward system] to increase the nunber of
councilmen fromfour to six, party nom nations for town councilnmen nay
be made and designating petitions filed and four town council nmen shal
be elected at the first biennial town election held at |east one hundred
fifty days thereafter, three for a termof four years each and one for a
termof two years and thereafter at each biennial town election in such
town there shall be elected three town councilmen for the termof four
years each, in the sane manner as other elective town officers in such
town. The term of office of each such councilman shall begin on the
first day of January next succeeding the election at which he was
el ect ed.

[2. Whenever a proposition shall have been adopted in a town of the
first class which shall not have established the ward system to
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increase the nunmber of councilnmen fromtwo to four, party nom nations
for town councilmen may be made and designating petitions filed and
three town councilmen shall be elected at the first biennial town
el ection held at |east one hundred fifty days thereafter, two for terns
of four years each and one for a termof two years, and thereafter at
each biennial town election in such town, there shall be elected two
town councilmen for ternms of four years each, in the sanme manner as
other elective town officers in such towm. The termof office of each
such town councilman shall begin on the first day of January next
succeedi ng the election at which he was el ected.

3. \Wienever a proposition shall have been adopted in a town of the
first class to reduce the nunber of councilnmen fromfour to two, no town
council men shall be elected at the first biennial town election held at
| east one hundred fifty days after the adoption of such proposition.
Party nomi nations for town councilmen nmay be mnade and designating
petitions filed and two town councilnmen shall be elected at the biennial
town election next succeeding the biennial town election at which no
town councilnmen are elected, one for a termof two years and one for a
termof four years and thereafter at each biennial town election in such
town there shall be elected one town councilman for a termof four
years, in the same nmanner as other elective town officers in such town.
The termof office of each such council man shall begin on the first day
of January next succeeding the election at which he was el ected.]

S 5. Subdivision 13 of section 341 of the town | aw i s REPEALED.

S 6. The general rmunicipal law is anmended by adding a new article 7-B
to read as foll ows:

ARTI CLE 7-B
ELECTI ON BY WARDS | N
TOMS AND VI LLAGES
SECTI ON 150. AT LARGE ELECTI ONS PROH BI TED.
151. ESTABLI SHVENT OF WARD SYSTENMES.
152. TEMPORARY EXEMPTI ON.

S 150. AT LARGE ELECTI ONS PROH Bl TED. NO MEMBER OF THE GOVERNI NG OR
LEG SLATI VE BODY OF A TOAWN OR VI LLAGE SHALL BE ELECTED BY THE ELECTORS
OF SUCH TOMWN OR VI LLAGE AT LARGE

S 151. ESTABLI SHVENT OF WARD SYSTEMS. 1. THE BOARD OF ELECTI ONS OF THE
COUNTY SHALL DI VIDE EACH TOAWN AND VI LLAGE | NTO SUCH NUMBER OF WARDS AS
IS EQUAL TO THE NUMBER OF MEMBERS OF THE GOVERNI NG OR LEQ SLATI VE BODY
OF SUCH TOWN OR VI LLAGE; AND SHALL FI X THE BOUNDARI ES THEREOF. THE DI VI -
SI ON THEREOF SHALL BE SO MADE THAT THE NUMBER OF ELI G BLE VOTERS | N EACH
WARD SHALL BE APPROXI MATELY EQUAL

2. THE DEPARTMENT OF STATE AND THE LEG SLATI VE TASK FORCE ON DEMO
GRAPHI C RESEARCH AND REAPPORTI ONMENT SHALL PROVIDE TO BOARDS OF
ELECTIONS ANY AND ALL ASSI STANCE AS MAY BE NECESSARY TO | MPLEMENT THE
PROVI SI ONS OF THI S SECTI ON

3. EVERY WARD ESTABLI SHED PURSUANT TO THI S SECTI ON SHALL BE REAPPOR-
TIONED |IN THE SAME YEAR AS CONGRESSI ONAL, ASSEMBLY AND SENATE DI STRI CTS
ARE REAPPORTI ONED PURSUANT TO SECTI ON FOUR OF ARTI CLE THREE OF THE STATE
CONSTI TUTI ON

S 152. TEMPORARY EXEMPTION. 1. INTHE EVENT A VILLAGE OR TOM IS
UNABLE TO COWPLY W TH THE PROVI SI ONS OF SECTI ONS ONE HUNDRED FI FTY AND
ONE HUNDRED FI FTY-ONE OF THI S ARTI CLE FOR THE FI RST GENERAL ELECTION OR
FIRST GENERAL VILLAGE ELECTION OCCURRING AFTER SEPTEMBER FI RST, TWD
THOUSAND THI RTEEN, SUCH TOWN OR VI LLAGE SHALL, NOT LESS THAN SI X MONTHS
PRI OR TO SUCH ELECTI ON, SUBM T AN APPLI CATI ON TO THE DEPARTMENT OF STATE
AND THE DEPARTMENT OF LAW FOR AN EXEMPTI ON FROM THE PROVI SI ONS OF SUCH
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SECTIONS WHICH SHALL APPLY ONLY TO SUCH FIRST ELECTION. NO SUCH
EXEMPTI ON SHALL BE GRANTED UNLESS THE APPLI CATI ON THEREFOR | S APPROVED
JO NTLY BY THE SECRETARY OF STATE AND THE ATTORNEY GENERAL.

2. UPON THE JO NT APPROVAL OF ANY APPLI CATI ON SUBM TTED PURSUANT TO
SUBDI VI SION ONE OF THI S SECTI ON, THE SECRETARY OF STATE AND THE ATTORNEY
GENERAL SHALL PROVI DE THE VI LLAGE OR TOMN AND THE APPROPRI ATE BOARD OF
ELECTI ONS W TH A NOTI CE OF SUCH EXEMPTI ON. SUCH NOTI CE SHALL | NCLUDE:

(A) THE SPECI FI C REASONS FOR THE GRANTI NG OF THE EXEMPTI ON,

(B) A TIMELINE OF ACTI ONS THAT THE TOMN OR VI LLAGE SHALL FULFILL ON OR
BEFORE THE SUCCEEDI NG GENERAL ELECTI ON OR GENERAL VI LLAGE ELECTI ON; AND

(© A TIMELINE OF ACTI ONS REQUI RED TO BE COWLETED FOR THE ELECTI ON OF
ALL MEMBERS OF THE GOVERNI NG OR LEG SLATI VE BODY OF SUCH TOAN OR VI LLAGE
DURI NG THE SUCCEEDI NG CALENDAR YEAR.

3. EVERY TOM AND VILLAGE, GRANTED AN EXEMPTI ON PURSUANT TO THI S
SECTI ON, SHALL COWPLY W TH ALL PROVI SI ONS OF SECTI ONS ONE HUNDRED FI FTY
AND ONE HUNDRED FIFTY-ONE OF TH'S ARTICLE FOR EVERY ELECTI ON WH CH
FOLLOAS SUCH FI RST ELECTI ON FOR WHI CH AN EXEMPTI ON WAS GRANTED.

4. ON OR BEFORE THE FI RST OF JUNE I N TWDO THOUSAND FOURTEEN, TWO THOU
SAND FI FTEEN AND TWO THOUSAND SI XTEEN, THE ATTORNEY GENERAL SHALL SUBM T
REPORTS TO THE GOVERNOR AND THE LEG SLATURE ON THE TOMWNS AND VI LLAGES
GRANTED EXEMPTI ONS PURSUANT TO THIS SECTION. EACH SUCH REPORT SHALL
| NCLUDE THE NAME OF THE TOAN OR VI LLAGE, A DESCRI PTI ON OF THE PROBLEM I N
ESTABLI SH NG WARDS, THE POPULATI ON, THE ELECTED PCSI TI ONS | NVOLVED, AND
THE OUTCOVES OF THE RELEVANT ELECTI ONS.

S 7. This act shall take effect imediately and shall apply to general
el ections and general village elections occurring after Septenber 1,
2012.



