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STATE OF NEW YORK

3534
2011- 2012 Regul ar Sessi ons
I N ASSEMBLY
January 25, 2011

Introduced by M of A P. RIVERA, RAMOS, CAHI LL -- Milti-Sponsored by --
M of A CLARK, CYMBROWNTZ, MAGEE, PERRY, TH ELE -- read once and
referred to the Conmttee on Corporations, Authorities and Conm ssions

AN ACT to anend the public service law, in relation to the issuance and
renewal of nmunicipal franchises granted to cable tel evision systens,
requiring municipal franchise agreenents to be posted on cable tele-
vision system internet websites and requiring a portion of nunicipa
cable television fees to be set aside for the <creation, rmaintenance
and operation of a public access television station

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK, REPRESENTED | N SENATE AND ASSEM
BLY, DO ENACT AS FOLLOWE:

Section 1. Subdivision 6 of section 212 of the public service law, as
added by chapter 83 of the |aws of 1995, is anended to read as foll ows:

6. "Municipality" shall mean any village, town[,] ORcity [or county
not wholly contained within a city in the state].

S 2. Section 218 of the public service |law, as added by chapter 83 of
the laws of 1995, is anended to read as foll ows:

S 218. Municipal fees; taxes or charges. Nothing in this article shal
be construed to limt the power of any municipality to inpose upon any
cabl e tel evision conpany, a fee, tax or charge, provided that any such
fee, tax or charge when added to the anpbunt payable to the comm ssion
pursuant to section two hundred seventeen does not exceed the maximm
anount permtted by applicable federal Ilaw, rules or regulations.
PROVI DED, FURTHER, THAT IN EVERY MUNI Cl PALITY HAVING A POPULATION OF
LESS THAN ONE M LLION, NOT LESS THAN TWD HUNDRED FI FTY THOUSAND DOLLARS
OF ANY SUCH FEE, TAX OR CHARGE SHALL BE SET ASI DE EACH MUNI Cl PAL FI SCAL
YEAR TO BE EXPENDED EXCLUSI VELY FOR THE CREATI ON, MAI NTENANCE AND OPERA-
TION OF A PUBLIC ACCESS TELEVI SI ON STATI ON SERVI NG THE AREA I N WHI CH A
FRANCH SE AGREEMENT IS |IN EFFECT; PROVIDED, HOWEVER THAT UNDER NO
Cl RCUMBTANCES SHALL THE PROVI SI ONS OF THI S SENTENCE SUPERSEDE ANY MUNI C-
| PAL  FUNDI NG MECHANI SM FOR SUCH PURPOSE WWHI CH PROVI DES A GREATER AMOUNT

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in I TALICS (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[ ] is oldlawto be onmtted.
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OF FUNDI NG THAN THAT OTHERW SE PROVI DED PURSUANT TO THE PROVISIONS OF
THI S SENTENCE.

S 3. Subdivision 2 of section 219 of the public service |aw, as added
by chapter 83 of the laws of 1995, is anmended to read as foll ows:

2. Anunicipality shall have the power to require a franchise of any
cable television system providing service wthin the municipality,
notwi t hstandi ng that said cable tel evision system does not occupy, use
or in any way traverse a public street. The provision of any nunici pal
charter or other law authorizing a nmunicipality to require and grant
franchises is hereby enlarged and expanded, to the extent necessary, to
aut hori ze such franchi ses. FURTHERMORE, EVERY CABLE TELEVISION SYSTEM
SHALL MAKE AVAILABLE, BY MEANS OF A CONSPI CUOUS LINK ON I TS | NTERNET
VEBSI TE, THE ENTI RETY OF EACH FRANCHI SE AGREEMENT SUCH SYSTEM HAS
ENTERED | NTO PURSUANT TO THI S SECTI ON.

S 4. Subdivision 3 of section 219 of the public service lawis renum
bered subdivision 5 and two new subdivisions 3 and 4 are added to read
as foll ows:

3. (A) EVERY MUNI ClI PALI TY SHALL, NOT LESS THAN ONE HUNDRED El GHTY DAYS
PRI OR TO GRANTI NG, EXTENDI NG OR RENEW NG ANY FRANCHI SE PURSUANT TO THI S
SECTI ON, ESTABLI SH A MUNI Cl PAL CI TI ZENS' COW TTEE ON CABLE TELEVI SI ON.
SUCH COW TTEE SHALL STUDY AND MAKE RECOMMENDATI ONS ON THE REQUI REMENTS
OF THE MUNI CI PALI TY FOR THE PROVI SION OF PUBLIC EDUCATION AND LOCAL
GOVERNVENT PROGRAMM NG BY THE CABLE TELEVI SI ON SYSTEM

(B) WTH N ONE HUNDRED TWENTY DAYS OF THE ESTABLI SHVENT OF A Cl Tl ZENS'
COW TTEE ON CABLE TELEVI SI ON, SUCH COW TTEE SHALL REPORT | TS FI NDI NGS
AND RECOMMENDATI ONS TO THE CHI EF EXECUTIVE OF THE MJUNCIPALITY, THE
LEG SLATIVE BODY OF THE MUNI ClI PALI TY AND THE CABLE TELEVI SI ON SYSTEM
ALL RECOMMENDATI ONS OF THE COW TTEE SHALL BE | NCLUDED IN THE TERMS OF
THE FRANCHI SE GRANTED, EXTENDED OR RENEWED.

4. EACH CITIZENS COW TTEE ON CABLE TELEVI SI ON SHALL BE COVPOSED OF
FI FTEEN MEMBERS. ElI GHT SUCH MEMBERS SHALL BE APPO NTED BY THE LEQ SLA-
TIVE BODY OF THE MUNI Cl PALI TY, AND THE REMAI NI NG SEVEN MEMBERS SHALL BE
APPO NTED BY THE CH EF EXECUTIVE OF THE MJUNI CIPALITY. NEl THER SUCH
LEG SLATI VE BODY NOR SUCH CHI EF EXECUTI VE SHALL EACH APPO NT MORE THAN
TWO MEMBERS WHO ARE OFFI CERS OR EMPLOYEES OF THE MUNICI PALITY, OR ANY
AGENCY OR AUTHORI TY THEREOF. NO PERSON WHO | S AN OFFI CER OR EMPLOYEE OF
A CABLE TELEVI SI ON COVPANY, CABLE TELEVI SI ON SYSTEM OR ANY SUBSI DI ARY
THEREOF SHALL BE APPO NTED AS A MEMBER OF A CI TI ZENS' COW TTEE ON CABLE
TELEVI SI ON.

S 5. This act shall take effect on the first of January next succeed-
ing the date on which it shall have becone a |aw, and section four of
this act shall apply to cable television franchi ses granted, extended or
renewed on or after such date.



