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STATE OF NEW YORK

3093
2011- 2012 Regul ar Sessi ons
I N ASSEMBLY
January 24, 2011

I ntroduced by M of A SCH MEL, LATIMER -- read once and referred to the
Conmittee on El ection Law

AN ACT to anmend the election law, in relation to authorizing village,
special district, inprovenent district and library district elections
to be conducted on nmechanical |ever voting machi nes or paper ballots;
and to anmend the town law, in relation to authorizing the wuse of
mechani cal |ever voting machines or paper ballots at fire district
el ections

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK, REPRESENTED | N SENATE AND ASSEM
BLY, DO ENACT AS FOLLOWE:

Section 1. The election law is anended by addi ng a new section 7-132
to read as foll ows:

S 7-132. PAPER BALLOTS; VILLAGE, SPECIAL D STRICT, | MPROVEMENT
DISTRICT, LIBRARY DI STRICT AND FIRE DI STRICT ELECTIONS. 1. FOR ANY
VI LLAGE, SPECI AL DI STRICT, | MPROVEMENT DI STRICT, LIBRARY DISTRICT OR
FIRE DI STRICT CONDUCTI NG AN ELECTION I N WH CH PAPER BALLOTS ARE TO BE
COUNTED BY HAND, THE FORMAT OF SUCH PAPER BALLOTS SHALL CONFORM TO THE
PROVI SI ONS OF THI S SECTI ON

2. ALL PAPER BALLOTS SHALL BE PRI NTED ON PAPER OF A QUALITY, SIZE,
COLOR AND VEI GHT AS SHALL BE DETERM NED BY THE STATE BOARD OF ELECTI ONS
ON OR BEFORE JULY SEVENTH, TWDO THOUSAND ELEVEN

3. ALL PAPER BALLOTS OF THE SAVME KIND AT THE SAME POLLI NG PLACE SHALL
BE | DENTI CAL | N APPEARANCE AND FORM A DI FFERENT, BUT IN EACH CASE
UNI FORM STYLE AND SIZE OF TYPE, SHALL BE USED FOR THE PRI NTI NG OF THE
NAMES OF CANDI DATES, THE TI TLES OF OFFI CES, POLITI CAL DESI GNATI ON AND
THE READI NG FORM OF ALL PROPCSALS AND QUESTI ONS PRESENTED. THE NAMES OF
ALL CANDI DATES SHALL BE PRI NTED | N UPPER- CASE LETTERS, |N BLACK-FACED
TYPE.

4. EACH PAPER BALLOT SHALL BE PRI NTED ON A SI NGLE SHEET OF PAPER W TH
A DETACHABLE STUB WHI CH MAY BE SEPARATED THEREFROM ALONG A PERFORATED
HORI ZONTAL LI NE ACROSS THE ENTI RE BALLOT. ON THE FACE OF SUCH STUB SHALL

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in I TALICS (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[ ] is oldlawto be onmtted.
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BE PRI NTED THE | NSTRUCTI ONS TO THE VOTER, AND ON THE BACK THEREOF, | MVE-
DI ATELY ABOVE THE CENTER OF THE ENDORSEMENT ON THE REAR OF THE BALLOT,
SHALL BE PRI NTED "#" WTH THE BLANK SPACE FILLED IN BY AN ELECTION
I NSPECTOR WTH THE CONSECUTI VE NUMBER OF BALLOTS CAST AT THE ELECTI ON
BEG NNI NG W TH #1, AND | NCREASI NG | N REGULAR NUMERI CAL ORDER.

5. ON THE REAR OF THE BALLOT, BELOW THE LI NE OF PERFORATI ONS, JUST TO
THE RIGHT OF CENTER AND APPEARI NG ON THE QUTSI DE OF THE BALLOT WHEN
FOLDED, AND ALSO ON THE FRONT OF THE BALLOT, DI RECTLY BELOW THE LINE OF
PERFORATI ONS, SHALL BE PRI NTED THE FOLLOW NG | NFORNMATI ON:

"OFFI Cl AL BALLOT FOR (VI LLAGE, SPECI AL DI STRI CT, | MPROVEMENT DI STRI CT,
LI BRARY DI STRICT OR FI RE DI STRI CT) OFFI CERS AND PROPOCSI TI ONS

(THE DATE OF THE ELECTI ON)

(A FACSIMLE SIGNATURE OF THE OFFICER OR OFFI CERS PROVI DI NG SUCH
BALLOT) ".

6. ON THE TOP OF THE DETACHABLE STUB OR ON THE EDGE OF THE BALLOTI, THE
FOLLOW NG | NSTRUCTI ONS SHALL BE PRI NTED | N HEAVY BLACK TYPE:

"I NSTRUCTI ONS

(A) MARK ONLY WTH A PEN HAVING BLUE OR BLACK INK OR WTH A PENC L
HAVI NG BLACK LEAD.

(B) TO VOTE FOR A CANDI DATE WHOSE NAME |'S PRINTED ON THI S BALLOT MAKE
A SINGLE CROSS X MARK OR A CHECK V MARK N ONE OF THE SQUARES TO THE
RI GAT OF AN EMBLEM OPPOSI TE H'S OR HER NAME.

(© TO VOIE FOR A PERSON WHOSE NAME |I'S NOT PRINTED ON THI' S BALLOT
VWRI TE OR STAMP H'S OR HER NAME ON A BLANK LI NE UNDER THE NAMES OF THE
CANDI DATES FOR THAT OFFI CE.

(D) TO VOTE YES OR NO ON A PROPCSAL MAKE A SINGLE X OR V MARK I N THE
SQUARE OPPCSI TE YOUR VOTE.

(E) ANY OTHER MARK OR WRI TING OR ANY ERASURE MADE ON TH'S BALLOT
QUTSI DE THE VOTI NG SQUARES OR BLANK SPACES PROVI DED FOR VOTI NG WLL VA D
TH' S ENTI RE BALLOT.

(F) DO NOT OVERVOTE. |F YOU SELECT A GREATER NUMBER OF CANDI DATES THAN
THERE ARE VACANCIES TO BE FILLED, YOUR BALLOT WLL BE VO D FOR THAT
PUBLI C OFFI CE OR PARTY POSI TI ON.

(G IF YOU TEAR, DEFACE OR WRONGLY MARK THIS BALLOT, RETURN |IT AND
OBTAIN ANOTHER. DO NOT' ATTEMPT TO CORRECT M STAKES ON THE BALLOT BY
MAKI NG ERASURES OR CROSS QUTS. ERASURES OR CRCSS QUTS MAY | NVALI DATE ALL
OR PART OF YOUR BALLOT. PRIOR TO SUBM TTI NG YOUR BALLOT, |F YOU MAKE A
M STAKE | N COVPLETI NG THE BALLOT OR W SH TO CHANGE YOUR BALLOT CHO CES,
YOU MAY OBTAIN AND COVPLETE A NEW BALLOT. YOU HAVE A RI GHT TO A REPLACE-
MENT BALLOT UPON RETURN OF THE ORI G NAL BALLOT. "

7. EACH BALLOT SHALL BE PRINTED IN SECTIONS IN WHI CH THE CANDI DATES
NAVES, EMBLEMS AND POLITICAL DESI GNATI ONS, THE BALLOT PROPOSALS AND
OTHER REQUI SI TE MATTER SHALL EACH BE BOXED | N BY HEAVY BLACK LI NES.

ON THE BALLOT SHALL BE VOTI NG SQUARES I N WH CH VOTERS MAY MAKE THEIR
VOTI NG MARKS. ALL VOTI NG SQUARES SHALL BE BOUNDED BY HEAVY BLACK LI NES,
THE PERPENDI CULAR LI NES TO BE NOT LESS THAN ONE- SI XTEENTH OF ONE | NCH
W DE. THE VOTI NG SQUARES AND THE SPACES OCCUPI ED BY THE EMBLEM SHALL
HAVE A DEPTH AND W DTH OF FI VE-SI XTEENTHS OF ONE | NCH. NO VOTI NG SQUARE
SHALL BE PROVIDED I N FRONT OF THE BLANK SPACES PROVI DED FOR A VOTER TO
VWRI TE I N A NAME.

8. THE SPACE FOR THE TI TLE OF AN OFFI CE SHALL BE THREE- El GHTHS OF ONE
INCH, AND THE NAME OF A CANDI DATE OR FOR WRI TI NG I N A NAME, ONE- FOURTH
OF ONE INCH, I N DEPTH. AT THE LEFT OF THE NAME OF EACH DESI GNATED CANDI -
DATE SHALL BE AN ENCLCSED VOTI NG SPACE, THREE-EIGHTHS OF ONE INCH IN
W DTH AND APPROXI MATELY ONE- FOURTH OF ONE | NCH I N DEPTH, BOUNDED ABOVE,
BELOW AND TO THE RI GHT BY BLACK LI NES, HEAVI ER THAN THOSE VWH CH SEPARATE
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THE SPACES CONTAI NIl NG THE NAMES OF CANDI DATES. TO THE LEFT OF VOTING
SPACES VWHICH DO NOT ADJO N A VERTICAL LINE DI VI DI NG TWO PARTS, THERE
SHALL BE A HEAVY BLACK VERTI CAL LI NE APPROXI MATELY ONE-EIGHTH OF ONE
INCH |N WDTH NO VOTI NG SPACE SHALL BE PROVI DED | N THE SPACE FOR WRI T-
I NG I N NAMES. | N SUCH CASE, THE SPACE CORRESPONDI NG TO A VOTING SPACE
SHALL BE ALL BLACK.

9. BELOW THE NAMES OF THE CANDI DATES FOR EACH OFFI CE OR PGCsSI TI ON THERE
SHALL BE PRI NTED AS MANY BLANK SPACES, FOR WRI TI NG I N NAMES OF PERSONS
FOR WHOM THE VOTER DESI RES TO VOTE, AS THERE ARE PERSONS TO BE NOM NATED
OR ELECTED

10. I N CASE THE SECTI ONS SHALL BE SO NUMEROUS AS TO MAKE THE BALLOT
UNWELDY | F THEY ARE PRINTED IN ONE COLUMN, THEY MAY BE PRI NTED I N AS
MANY COLUWS AS SHALL BE NECESSARY, AND IN THAT CASE, IN ORDER TO
PRODUCE A RECTANGULAR BALLOT, BLANK SECTI ONS MAY BE USED

11. THE NAMES OF PARTI ES OR | NDEPENDENT BODI ES WHI CH CONTAI N MORE THAN
FI FTEEN LETTERS MAY, WHENEVER LI M TATI ONS OF SPACE SO REQUI RE, BE PRI NT-
ED ON THE BALLOT I N AN ABBREVI ATED FORM | N PRI NTI NG THE NAMES OF CANDI -
DATES WHOSE FULL NAMES CONTAIN MORE THAN FI FTEEN LETTERS, ONLY THE
SURNAME MUST BE PRI NTED IN FULL. THE OFFI CER OR BOARD CHARGED W TH THE
DUTY OF PREPARI NG THE BALLOTS SHALL REQUEST EACH SUCH CANDI DATE TO | NDI -
CATE, IN WRITING THE SHORTENED FORM IN WH CH  SUBJECT TO THE
RESTRICTION, H'S NAME SHALL BE PRINTED. |F NO SUCH |INDICATION IS
RECEI VED FROM SUCH CANDI DATE W THI N THE TI ME SPECI FI ED | N THE REQUEST
SUCH OFFI CER OR BOARD SHALL MAKE THE NECESSARY DETERM NATI ON. NO EMBLEM
SHALL OCCUPY A SPACE LONGER I N ANY DI RECTI ON THAN THE VOTI NG SQUARE TO
VWHI CH | T RELATES.

S 2. Subdivision 1 of section 7-200 of the election |aw, as anended by
chapter 181 of the laws of 2005, is amended to read as foll ows:

1. The board of elections of the city of New York and other county
boards of elections my adopt any Kkind of voting nachine or system
approved by the state board of elections, or the use of which has been
specifically authorized by I|aw, and thereupon such voting nmachi ne or
system may be used at any or all elections and shall be wused at al
general or special elections held by such boards in such city, town or
village and in every contested primary election in the city of New York
and in every contested prinmary election outside the city of New York in
whi ch there are one thousand or nore enrolled voters qualified to vote;
PROVI DED, HOWEVER, THAT SUCH MACHI NES AND SYSTEMS SHALL NOT BE REQUI RED
TO BE USED I N ANY VI LLAGE, SPECIAL DI STRICT, |MPROVEMENT DISTRICT OR
LI BRARY DI STRICT ELECTION AND THE USE OF MECHANI CAL LEVER VOTI NG
MACHI NES SHALL BE AUTHORI ZED FOR VI LLAGE ELECTI ONS. No nore than two
types of voting nachines or systenms nay be used by any | ocal board of
el ections at a single election. Notw thstandi ng the other provisions of
this subdivision, any |ocal board of elections may borrow or |ease for
use on an experinental basis for a period of not nobre than one year
each, voting machi nes or systens of any type approved by the state board
of el ections.

S 3. Subdivision 1 of section 7-203 of the election |aw, as anended by
chapter 180 of the laws of 2005, is amended to read as foll ows:

1. The board of elections shall provide a sufficient nunber of voting
machines to fully equip all election districts within its jurisdiction.
Such voting nachines shall be used at all general, special and primry
el ections conducted pursuant to this chapter; PROVIDED, HOANEVER, THAT
THE USE OF SUCH VOTI NG MACHI NES SHALL NOT BE REQUI RED DURI NG VI LLAGE
SPECI AL DI STRI CT, | MPROVEMENT DI STRI CT OR LI BRARY DI STRI CT ELECTI ONS AND



[

RPOOO~NOOUITRWNE

A. 3093 4

THE USE OF MECHANI CAL LEVER VOTI NG MACH NES OR PAPER BALLOTS SHALL BE
AUTHORI ZED AT SUCH ELECTI ONS

S 4. Subdivision 29 of section 176 of the town |aw, as added by chap-
ter 568 of the laws of 1949, is anended to read as foll ows:

29. May authorize the use of voting nachines at any annual or specia
election held within the fire district and such voting machi ne shall be
used in accordance with the provisions contained in article nine of the
election law, PROVIDED THAT NO PROVISION OF LAW SHALL BE DEEMED TO
PROH BI T THE USE OF MECHANI CAL LEVER VOTI NG MACHI NES OR PAPER BALLOTS AT
ANY SUCH ELECTI ON.

S 5. This act shall take effect immediately.



