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I N ASSEMBLY
January 14, 2011

Introduced by M of A REILLY -- read once and referred to the Commttee
on Labor

AN ACT to amend the workers' conpensation law, in relation to the
accrual of interest in workers' conpensation disputes

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK, REPRESENTED | N SENATE AND ASSEM
BLY, DO ENACT AS FOLLOWE:

Section 1. Subdivision 1 of section 20 of the workers' conpensation
| aw, as anended by chapter 635 of the |aws of 1996, is anmended to read
as foll ows:

1. At any tinme after the expiration of the first seven days of disa-
bility on the part of an injured enployee, or at any tine after the
enpl oyee's death, a claim for conpensation nay be presented to the
enpl oyer or to the chair. The board shall have full power and authority
to determine all questions in relation to the paynent of clains
presented to it for conpensation under the provisions of this chapter.
The chair or board shall neke or cause to be nade such investigation as
it deens necessary, and upon application of either party, shall order a
hearing, and within thirty days after a claim for conpensation is
subm tted under this section, or such hearing closed, shall nake or deny
an award, determ ning such claimfor conpensation, and file the sane in
the office of the chair. Imediately after such filing the chair shal
send to the parties a copy of the decision. Upon a hearing pursuant to
this section either party nmay present evidence and be represented by

counsel . The deci sion of the board shall be final as to all questions
of fact, and, except as provided in section twenty-three of this arti-
cle, as to all questions of |aw Except as provided in [section]

SECTI ONS TWENTY- A AND twenty-seven of this article, all awards of the
board shall draw sinple interest fromthirty days after the nmaking ther-
eof at the rate provided in section five thousand four of the civil
practice |aw and rules. Wenever a hearing or proceeding for the deter-
m nation of a claimfor conpensation is begun before a referee, pursuant

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in I TALICS (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[ ] is oldlawto be onmtted.
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to the provisions of this chapter, such hearing or proceeding or any
adj ourned hearing thereon shall continue before the sane referee until a
final determnation awarding or denying conpensation, except in the
absence, inability or disqualification to act of such referee, or for
ot her good cause, in which event such hearing or proceeding my be
conti nued before another referee by order of the chair or board.

S 2. The workers' conpensation |aw is anended by addi ng a new section
20-a to read as foll ows:

S 20-A. ACCRUAL OF INTEREST IN DI SPUTED CASES. NOTW THSTANDI NG ANY
LAW RULE OR REGULATION TO THE CONTRARY, | NTEREST SHALL NOT BEG N TO
ACCRUE UNTIL A FINAL DI SPUTE RESOLUTION HAS BEEN MADE IN CASES OR
CONTROVERSI ES COMVENCED OR DECI DED PURSUANT TO SECTI ONS TWENTY, TWENTY-
THREE AND/ OR TVENTY- FI VE OF TH S ARTI CLE.

S 3. This act shall take effect imediately.



