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STATE OF NEW YORK

2102
2011- 2012 Regul ar Sessi ons
I N ASSEMBLY
January 13, 2011

Introduced by M of A LAVINE -- read once and referred to the Commttee
on Veterans' Affairs

AN ACT to anend the executive |aw and the public health law, in relation
to providing certain benefits to veterans; and to anend the soci al
services law and the correction law, in relation to requiring certain
reports relating to veterans

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK, REPRESENTED | N SENATE AND ASSEM
BLY, DO ENACT AS FOLLOWE:

Section 1. Section 353 of the executive |aw is amended by addi ng a new
subdi vision 20 to read as foll ows:

20. TO DEVELOP, | N CONSULTATI ON W TH THE DEPARTMENT OF MENTAL HEALTH,
A PROGRAM FOR THE | DENTI FI CATI ON, DI AGNOSI S, COUNSELI NG AND TREATMENT OF
VETERANS WHO SUFFER FROM POST- TRAUMATI C STRESS DI SORDER, TRAUMATI C BRAI N
I NJURY AND OTHER BRAI N-RELATED | NJURI ES. SUCH PROGRAM SHALL | NCLUDE
PROCEDURES FOR | DENTI FYI NG VETERANS WHO MAY NEED ASSI STANCE AND | NFORVA-
TI ON AND OQUTREACH TO MAKE VETERANS AWARE OF AVAILABLE PROGRAMS AND
SERVI CES.

S 2. The executive law is anended by adding a new section 353-a to
read as foll ows:

S 353- A | DENTI FYI NG HOVELESSNESS AMONG VETERANS. 1. LOCAL SOC AL
SERVI CES DI STRICTS AND SHELTERS RUN BY NON- FOR- PROFI T ORGANI ZATIONS I N
EACH COUNTY, SHALL COLLECT | NFORMATI ON | DENTI FYI NG VETERANS AND SPOUSES
OF VETERANS WHO ARE | N A HOVELESS FACI LI TY. SUCH DATA SHALL BE COLLECTED
QUARTERLY AND SUBM TTED TO THE DI VISION. THE DI VI SI ON SHALL TRANSM T
SUCH | NFORMATI ON TO STATE COUNSELORS FOR REVI EW AND POTENTI AL LI NKAGE TO
APPLI CABLE BENEFI TS. STATE COUNSELORS SHALL WORK W TH COUNTY COUNSELORS
OR ANY ACCREDI TED SERVI CE OFFI CERS OF AN ORGANI ZATI ON CHARTERED BY THE
CONGRESS OF THE UNI TED STATES AND/ OR RECOGNI ZED BY THE DEPARTMENT OF
VETERANS AFFAI RS FOR CLAI M REPRESENTATI ON AS NECESSARY AND WHERE APPRO-
PRI ATE. SUCH | NFORVATI ON SHALL BE PROTECTED AS PERSONAL CONFI DENTI AL
| NFORMATI ON UNDER ARTICLE SIX-A OF THE PUBLIC OFFI CERS LAW AGAI NST

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in I TALICS (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[ ] is oldlawto be onmtted.
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DI SCLOSURE OF CONFI DENTI AL MATERI AL, AND SHALL BE USED ONLY TO ASSI ST I N
PROVI DI NG LI NKAGE TO APPLI CABLE BENEFI TS AND ENTI TLEMENTS UNDER FEDERAL
AND STATE LAW

2. THE DI VI SION SHALL | NCLUDE W THI N THE ANNUAL REPORT AS REQUI RED BY
SUBDI VI SI ON ELEVEN OF SECTI ON THREE HUNDRED FI FTY- THREE OF THI S ARTI CLE
AN ACCOUNTI NG OF | NFORMVATI ON RECEIVED FROM LOCAL SOCI AL SERVICES
DI STRICTS AND SHELTERS RUN BY NOT-FOR-PROFIT ORGAN ZATI ONS AND THE
SPECI FI C NUMBER OF VETERANS AND SPOUSES OF VETERANS LI NKED TO APPLI CABLE
BENEFI TS. SUCH REPORT SHALL EVALUATE THE AVERAGE Tl ME TAKEN BY THE DI VI -
S| ON BETWEEN RECEI PT OF SUCH | NFORMATI ON, TRANSM SSI ON TO VETERANS COUN-
SELORS AND LI NKAGE TO AVAI LABLE BENEFI TS. SUCH REPORT SHALL ALSO EVALU
ATE THE EFFECTIVENESS OF THE PROGRAM AND NMAKE RECOMVENDATI ONS FOR
| MPROVEMENTS AS NECESSARY

S 3. Subdivision 1 of section 3803 of the public health Ilaw, as
anended by chapter 743 of +the laws of 2006, is anmended to read as
fol | ows:

1. There is hereby created within the departnent the veterans health
care information program (referred to in this section as the "progrant),
which shall provide information on health issues associated with mli-
tary duty, including but not Ilimted to Agent Oange, Q@lf War
Syndromes, toxic materials or harnful physical agents such as, depleted
urani um and hepatitis C, AND SPECI FI C MENTAL AND PHYSI CAL HEALTH | SSUES
| NCLUDI NG POST- TRAUVATI C STRESS DI SORDER, TRAUVATIC BRAIN | NJURY AND
OTHER BRAI N- RELATED I NJURIES, for veterans, their surviving spouses and
heal th care providers.

S 4. Section 95 of the social services |law is anended by adding a new
subdivision 12 to read as foll ows:

12. THE OFFICE OF TEMPORARY AND DI SABI LI TY ASSI STANCE SHALL COLLECT
DATA ON THE NUMBER OF VETERANS, AS DEFINED I N SECTI ON El GHTY- FI VE OF THE
ClVIL SERVI CE LAW NUMBER OF M LITARY PERSONNEL DEPLOYED FOR ACTIVE
MLITARY SERVICE AS DEFINED IN SECTION ONE OF THE M LI TARY LAW AND
MEMBERS OF THEIR FAM LY WHO ARE | N RECEI PT OF FOOD STAMPS OR WHO ARE
PARTI CI PATING IN A FOOD ASS|I STANCE PROGRAM UNDER THI' S SECTI ON.  SUCH
DATA SHOULD BE | NCLUDED | N AN ANNUAL REPORT TO THE LEG SLATURE, NO LATER
THAN DECEMBER THI RTY- FI RST OF EACH YEAR. SUCH REPORT SHALL | NCLUDE BUT
BE NOT LIMTED TO THE FOLLOW NG | NFORMATI ON: A BREAKDOAN OF VETERANS AND
SERVI CEMEMBERS BY BRANCH, THE PERI OD OF SERVI CE, AND | F APPLI| CABLE, THE
TYPE OF DI SCHARGE

S 5. Subdivision 1 of section 29 of the correction | aw, as anended by
chapter 598 of the laws of 1990, is anmended and a new subdivision 5 is
added to read as foll ows:

1. The departnent shall continue to collect, mintain, and analyze
statistical and other information and data wth respect to persons
subject to the jurisdiction of the departnent, including but not limted
to: (a) the number of such persons: placed in the custody of the depart-
ment, assigned to a specific departnment program accorded tenporary
rel ease, paroled or conditionally released, paroled or conditionally
rel eased and decl ared delinquent, recommitted to a state correctiona
institution wupon revocation of parole or conditional release, or
di scharge upon maxi mum expiration of sentence; (b) the crimnal history
of such persons; (c) the social, educational, and vocational circum
stances of any such persons; [and,] (d) the institutional, parole and
conditional release prograns and behavi or of such persons; AND, (E) THE
M LI TARY BACKGROUND AND Cl RCUMSTANCES, |IF SUCH PERSON SERVED IN THE
UNI TED STATES ARMED FORCES. Provided, however, in the event any statis-
tical information on the ethnic background of the inmate popul ation of a
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correctional facility or facilities is collected by the departnent, such
statistical information shall <contain, but not be Ilimted to, the
follow ng ethnic categories: (i) Caucasian; (ii) Asian; (iii) Anmerican
Indian; (iv) Afro-Anmerican/Black; and (v) Spanish speaking/H spanic
whi ch category shall include, but not be limted to, the follow ng
subcat egories consisting of: (1) Puerto Ricans; (2) Cubans; (3) Dom ni-
cans; and (4) other H spanic nationalities.

5. THE COW SSI ONER SHALL REPORT TO THE LEG SLATURE ON THE NUMBER OF
| NMATES WHO ARE CURRENTLY SERVI NG SENTENCES | N STATE CORRECTI ONAL FACI L-
I TIES AND ANY LOCAL CORRECTIONAL FACILITIES WHO HAVE SERVED I N THE
UNI TED STATES ARMED FORCES. SUCH REPORT SHALL | NCLUDE, BUT NOT BE LI M T-
ED TO THE FOLLON NG A BREAKDOWN OF THE NUMBER OF | NVATES BY BRANCH OF
SERVICE, TIME PERI OD OF M LITARY SERVI CE AND THE TYPE OF DI SCHARGE THE
| NMATE RECEI VED UPON SEPARATI ON FROM THE M LI TARY. SUCH REPORT SHALL BE
DONE ANNUALLY.

S 6. This act shall take effect on the one hundred eightieth day after
it shall have become a |law, provided, that any rules and regul ations
necessary for the tinely inplenmentation of this act on its effective
date shall be promul gated on or before such date.



