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CONCURRENT RESOLUTI ON OF THE SENATE AND ASSEMBLY

proposi ng an anendnent to article 7 of the constitution, in relation to
providing an alternative procedure for the adoption of a state budget

Section 1. RESOLVED (if the Senate concur), That article 7 of the
constitution be anmended by adding a new section 7-a to read as foll ows:

S 7-A. 1. IN ANY CASE WHERE THE LEQ SLATURE AND THE GOVERNOR HAVE NOT
COVWPLETED THE ACTI ON REQUI RED OR AUTHORI ZED PURSUANT TO THE PROVI SI ON OF
TH'S ARTICLE WTH RESPECT TO THE ADOPTI ON OF A STATE BUDGET PRI OR TO
APRIL FIRST I N ANY YEAR, THE PROVI SIONS OF THI S SECTI ON SHALL GOVERN.

2. THE SENATE AND ASSEMBLY SHALL BY RESOLUTI ON, EACH ADOPT AND PROMUL-
GATE A DETAI LED BUDGET PLAN, WH CH SHALL DETERM NE APPROPRI ATI ONS AND
THE MANNER |IN WH CH REVENUES SHALL BE COLLECTED, NO LATER THAN MARCH
FI RST OF EACH YEAR | F EI THER HOUSE OF THE LEG SLATURE FAILS TO ADCPT A
PLAN ON OR BEFORE MARCH FI RST, THE MEMBERS OF EACH HOUSE SHALL FORFEIT
ONE DAY'S PAY FOR EVERY DAY THEREAFTER UNTIL A STATE BUDGET |'S ADOPTED
AND SHALL ALSO FORFEI T THEI R OPPORTUNI TY TO HAVE A BUDGET PLAN PLACED ON
THE BALLOT SHOULD A BUDGET NOT BE ADOPTED BY THE START OF THE FI SCAL
YEAR.

3. AT THE TIME A HOUSE OF THE LEAQ SLATURE ADOPTS A BUDGET PLAN, THAT
HOUSE MUST ALSO ADOPT LANGUAGE, KNOWN AS BALLOT QUESTI ON LANGUAGE, WH CH
SHALL APPEAR ON THE REFERENDUM TO EXPLAI N THAT PLAN. THI'S EXPLANATI ON
MUST BE IN PLAIN AND SI MPLE ENGLI SH, USI NG TERMS OF ORDI NARY AND COMMON
MEANI NG WHI CH ACCURATELY REFLECTS THE GENERAL | NTENT AND CONTENT OF THE
PLAN, AS | T PERTAINS TO MAJOR CATEGORI ES OF EXPENDI TURE AND SOURCES OF
REVENUES. THI S LANGUAGE SHALL BE PROVI DED TO THE OFFI CE OF THE SECRETARY
OF STATE WTHIN TWENTY- FOUR HOURS OF APPROVAL. THE GOVERNOR, UPON
SUBM SSI ON OF HI S EXECUTI VE BUDGET SHALL ALSO SUBM T SI M LAR LANGUAGE TO
THE SECRETARY OF STATE NO LATER THAN MARCH FI RST.

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in I TALICS (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[ ] is oldlawto be onmtted.
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4. | NFORMATION ON THE PLANS MUST BE PUBLI Cl ZED THROUGH ALL AVAI LABLE
MEDI A, AND COPIES OF THE PLAN I N I TS ENTI RETY, BALLOT LANGUAGE, AND A
SUMMARY OF THE PLAN MUST BE MADE AVAI LABLE AT ALL STATE AND LOCAL PUBLI C
OFFI CES CONVENI ENT TO THE PUBLI C, LIBRARIES, AND SCHOOLS. COPIES OF THE
PLANS SHALL ALSO BE MADE AVAI LABLE TO THE PUBLI C BY THE SECRETARY OF
STATE.

5. AT ANY TI ME AFTER MARCH FIRST AND PRIOR TO MARCH TWENTY- SEVENTH
El THER HOUSE OF THE LEG SLATURE MAY APPROVE A RESCLUTI ON AND THE GOVER-
NOR, BY EXECUTI VE ORDER, MAY PREVENT THEI R PLAN FROM CONSI DERATI ON AS
HEREI NAFTER PROVI DED.

6. |F ON OR BEFORE APRIL FI RST A BUDGET HAS NOT BEEN ENACTED | NTO LAW
THEN, ON THE FIRST TUESDAY FOLLONNG APRIL SEVENTH, A STATE-W DE
ELECTI ON SHALL BE HELD I N WHI CH THE PLANS AS HEREI NBEFORE ADOPTED, USI NG
THE BALLOT QUESTION LANGUAGE, SHALL BE SUBM TTED TO THE PECPLE FOR
APPROVAL. THE PLAN RECElI VI NG THE MOST VOTES AT SUCH ELECTION SHALL BE
THE BUDGET PLAN FOR THE FOLLOW NG FI SCAL YEAR | F BOTH HOUSES OF THE
LEG SLATURE FAIL TO ADOPT PLANS AS DESCRIBED HEREI NBEFORE, THEN THE
FI NAL VERSI ONS OF THE GOVERNOR S EXECUTI VE BUDGET SHALL BE ADOPTED AND A
VOTE SHALL NOT BE REQUI RED.

7. THE BUDGET PLAN WH CH HAS BEEN APPROVED BY THE PEOPLE MAY ONLY BE
ALTERED OR CHANGED DURING THE FISCAL YEAR WTH THE APPROVAL OF
THREE- FOURTHS OF THE MEMBERS OF EACH HOUSE OF THE LEQ SLATURE.

S 2. RESOLVED (if the Senate concur), That the foregoing be referred
to the first regular legislative session convening after the next
succeedi ng general election of menbers of the assenbly, and, in conform
ity with section 1 of article 19 of the constitution, be published for 3
nont hs previous to the tinme of such el ection.



