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STATE OF NEW YORK

1763
2011- 2012 Regul ar Sessi ons
I N ASSEMBLY
January 11, 2011

Introduced by M of A ORTIZ, PEOPLES-STOKES -- read once and referred
to the Commttee on Education

AN ACT to anend the education law, in relation to establishing the chil -
dren's dental health inprovenent act

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK, REPRESENTED | N SENATE AND ASSEM
BLY, DO ENACT AS FOLLOWE:

Section 1. Short title. This act shall be known and may be cited as
the "children's dental health inprovenent act".

S 2. The education law is anended by adding a new section 902-a to
read as foll ows:

S 902-A. DENTAL HEALTH | MPROVEMENT PROGRAM 1. DEFINITIONS. A, THE
TERM " SHORTAGE AREA" MEANS A FEDERALLY- DESI GNATED DENTAL HEALTH PROFES-
S| ONAL SHORTAGE AREA; OR A SCHOOL DI STRICT IN WHI CH AT LEAST TWENTY- FI VE
PERCENT OF THE PATIENT POPULATI ON RECEI VES MEDI CAlI D, FEDERALLY SUBSI -
DI ZED CHI LD HEALTH | NSURANCE PROGRAM FUNDS, OR | S UNINSURED FOR DENTAL
CARE.

B. THE TERM "SCHOOL DISTRICT" SHALL MEAN A COWON, UNI ON FREE,
CENTRAL, CENTRAL H GH SCHOOL, OR CITY SCHOOL DI STRI CT.

C. THE TERM "BQARD OF EDUCATI ON' SHALL MEAN THE GOVERNI NG BOARD OF ANY
PUBLI C SCHOOL DI STRI CT DEFI NED | N PARAGRAPH B OF THI' S SUBDI VI SI ON.

D. THE TERM "DENTAL HEALTH PROFESSI ONAL" SHALL I NCLUDE A DENTIST OR
DENTAL HYQ ENI ST AS PROVI DED I N ARTI CLE ONE HUNDRED THI RTY- THREE OF THI S
CHAPTER.

E. THE TERM "YEAR OF SERVICE" SHALL MEAN TEN MONTHS OF CONTI NUOUS
SERVI CE AS A DENTAL HEALTH PROFESSI ONAL DURI NG A SCHOOL YEAR, GENERALLY
OCCURRI NG BETVWEEN SEPTEMBER FI RST AND JUNE THI RTI ETH.

F. THE TERM "COW SSI ONER' SHALL MEAN THE COWM SSI ONER OF EDUCATI ON.

2. APPLICATION AND FUNDING A CGRANTS SHALL BE MADE TO SCHOOL
DI STRI CTS FOR RECRUI TMENT AND RETENTI ON ACTI VI TI ES NECESSARY TO | NCREASE
THE SUPPLY OF DENTAL HEALTH PROFESSI ONALS | N SHORTAGE AREAS.

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in I TALICS (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[ ] is oldlawto be onmtted.
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B. SUCH GRANTS SHALL BE AWARDED TO SCHOOL DI STRICTS, WTHI N THE LIM TS
OF FUNDS APPROPRI ATED THEREFOR, THROUGH A COWPETI Tl VE PROCESS THAT TAKES
| NTO CONSI DERATI ON THE MAGNI TUDE OF ANY SHORTAGE OF DENTAL HEALTH
PROFESSI ONALS | N THE SCHOCOL DI STRI CT, THE FI SCAL CAPACI TY AND POPULATI ON
DENSITY OF THE DI STRICT, AND THE PERCENTAGE OF PATI ENT POPULATI ON
RECEI VI NG MEDI CAlI D, FEDERALLY SUBSI DI ZED CHI LD HEALTH | NSURANCE PROGRAM
FUNDS OR NO DENTAL HEALTH COVERAGE. GRANTS PROVI DED PURSUANT TO THI S
SECTI ON SHALL BE USED ONLY FOR THE PURPOSES ENUMERATED I N TH S SECTI ON.

C. NOI MORE THAN SI XTY PERCENT OF THE FUNDS ALLOCATED PURSUANT TO THI S
SECTI ON SHALL BE MADE AVAI LABLE TO ANY ONE SCHOOL DI STRI CT.

D. I N ALLOCATI NG GRANTS PURSUANT TO THI S SECTIQN, THE COW SSI ONER
SHALL G VE PRIORITY TO DI STRI CTS THAT ARE LOCATED | N SHORTAGE AREAS.

E. ANY SCHOCL DI STRI CT RECEI VI NG FUNDS UNDER THI S SECTI ON SHALL MAI N-
TAIN ANY LOCAL EFFORT | N THE CURRENT YEAR EQUI VALENT TO SUCH EFFORT I[N
THE BASE YEAR FOR ANY LOCAL PROGRAM RELATED TO THE RECRU TMENT OR
RETENTI ON OF DENTAL HEALTH PROFESSI ONALS OR ANY PROGRAM THAT HAS
PURPOSES THAT ARE SIM LAR TO ANY PURPOSE OF THI S SECTI ON OR THE DI STRI CT
SHALL PROVIDE A LOCAL MATCH TO STATE FUNDS RECEI VED PURSUANT TO THI S
SECTI ON. STATE FUNDS PROVIDED PURSUANT TO TH' S SECTION SHALL NOT
SUPPLANT LOCAL FUNDS FOR ANY PURPCSE SIM LAR TO THE PURPOSES OF THI S
SECTI ON.

F. APPLI CATIONS BY A SCHOCOL DI STRICT FOR FUNDI NG PURSUANT TO TH' S
SECTION SHALL BE FILED WTH THE COW SSI ONER, I N A FORM DETERM NED BY
THE COW SSI ONER, BY JUNE FI RST OF THE BASE YEAR AND SCHOOL DI STRICTS
SHALL BE NOTIFIED OF THEIR GRANT AWARD BY JUNE THI RTI ETH OF THE BASE
YEAR, PROVI DED THAT | N ANY YEAR SUCH APPLI CATI ON AND AWARD DATES NAY BE
MCDI FI ED BY THE COW SSI ONER FOR THE REASONABLE ADM NI STRATI ON OF THE
PROGRAM SUCH APPLI CATI ON SHALL | NCLUDE A PLAN BY THE SCHOOL DI STRICT
FOR THE EXPENDI TURE OF THE FUNDS AND SUCH EXPENDI TURES SHALL BE CONSI ST-
ENT WTH SUCH PLAN AND THE PROVI SIONS OF THI S SECTI ON.

3. DENTAL HEALTH PROFESSI ONAL RECRUI TMENT | NCENTI VE PROGRAM DENTAL
HEALTH PROFESSI ONAL RECRUI TMENT | NCENTI VE AWARDS MAY BE AVAILABLE TO
DENTI STS AND DENTAL HYQ@ ENI STS PURSUANT TO THE PROVI SIONS OF THI S SUBDI -
VISION TO RECRU T AND RETAIN DENTAL HEALTH PROFESSI ONALS TO SHORTAGE
AREAS.

A. ELIGBILITY. (1) TOBE ELIGBLE FOR AN AWARD PURSUANT TO TH S
SUBDI VI SI ON, A DENTI ST APPLI CANT SHALL:

(1) HAVE A LIM TED PERM T OR PROFESSI ONAL LI CENSE AS PROVI DED I N ARTI -
CLE ONE HUNDRED THI RTY- THREE OF TH S CHAPTER,

(I'l) AGREE TO A SERVI CE OBLI GATI ON OF AT LEAST ONE YEAR OF SERVI CE I N
A SHORTAGE AREA AS A CONDI TI ON OF RECEI VI NG AN AWARD PURSUANT TO THI' S
SUBDI VI SI ON; AND

(1'11) BE EMPLOYED FOR THE FI RST TI ME AS A DENTI ST IN THE PUBLI C SCHOOL
OR SCHOOL DI STRI CT.

(2) TO BE ELI G BLE FOR AN AWARD PURSUANT TO THI'S SUBDI VI SI ON A DENTAL
HYG ENI ST APPLI CANT SHALL:

() HAVE A LIMTED PERMT, OR LICENSE AS PROVIDED IN ARTICLE ONE
HUNDRED THI RTY- THREE OF TH S CHAPTER,

(I'l) AGREE TO A SERVI CE OBLI GATI ON OF AT LEAST ONE YEAR OF SERVI CE I N
A SHORTAGE AREA AS A CONDI TI ON OF RECEI VI NG AN AWARD PURSUANT TO THI' S
SUBDI VI SI ON; AND

(I'11)y BE EMPLOYED FOR THE FIRST TIME AS A DENTAL HYA ENI ST I N THE
PUBLI C SCHOOL OR SCHOOL DI STRI CT.

B. APPLI CATI ON AND SELECTION. (1) THE BOARD OF EDUCATI ON SHALL DETER-
MNE THE FORM OF THE APPLICATION AND THE APPLI CATI ON PROCESS FOR
DENTI STS AND DENTAL HYQ ENI STS DEEMED ELI G BLE FOR THE AWARD, AND SHALL
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IN ITS DISCRETION SELECT THE NUMBER OF ELI G BLE APPLI CANTS WHO W LL
RECEI VE AN AWARD PURSUANT TO THI S SUBDI VI SI ON.

(2) | F THE NUMBER OF ELI A BLE APPLI CANTS EXCEEDS THE NUMBER OF AWARDS
DETERM NED BY THE BOARD PURSUANT TO THI'S SUBDI VI SION, THE BOARD SHALL
USE AN OBJECTI VE COVPETI TI VE PROCESS BASED ON EDUCATI ONAL QUALI FI CATI ONS
TO DETERM NE WHI CH ELI G BLE APPLI CANTS SHALL RECElI VE AWARDS.

C. PAYMENT OF AWARDS. (1) ANNUAL AWARDS FROM STATE AND LOCAL FUNDS
PROVI DED FOR THI S PURPOSE SHALL BE PAI D BY THE BOARD OF EDUCATI ON TO THE
AWARD RECI PI ENT. AWARD RECI PI ENTS SHALL BE ENTI TLED TO RECEIVE AWARDS
PURSUANT TO THE PROVI SIONS OF THI' S SUBDI VI SI ON AND SUCH AWARDS SHALL BE
I N ADDI TI ON TO AND NOT PART OF ANY AWARD RECI PI ENT' S BASE SALARY.

(2) THE I NI TI AL ANNUAL AWARD SHALL BE THE EQUI VALENT OF ONE THOUSAND
DOLLARS FOR EACH MONTH OF ELI A BLE SERVI CE PROVI DED I N THE SERVI CE YEAR,
AND SUCH | NI TI AL AWARD MAY BE RENEWABLE EACH YEAR, FOR UP TO THREE ADDI -
TI ONAL YEARS, PROVI DED THAT THE RECI PI ENT AGREES TO ONE YEAR OF SERVI CE
AS A DENTAL HEALTH PROFESSI ONAL | N A SHORTAGE AREA FOR EACH YEAR OF A
RENEVWED AWARD AND HAS PROVI DED SATI SFACTORY SERVI CE I N ANY PRI OR YEAR I N
VHCH AN INITIAL OR RENEWED AWARD WAS GRANTED TO THE RECI PI ENT. NO
AWARDS SHALL BE MADE FOR LESS THAN ONE SCHOOL YEAR OF SERVICE AND THE
SUM OF ANY INTIAL AND RENEVWED AWARD SHALL NOT EXCEED TEN THOUSAND
DOLLARS PER AWARD.

(3) THE BOARD OF EDUCATI ON SHALL DEVELOP AND SECURE FROM THE AWARD
RECI PIENT A WRITTEN AGREEMENT OQUTLI NI NG THE SERVI CE OBLI GATI ON.  SUCH
AGREEMENT SHALL | NCLUDE PROVI SI ONS FOR THE RECI PI ENT TO REPAY THE AMOUNT
OF THE AWARD TO THE SCHOOL DI STRICT | F THE RECI PI ENT FAILS TO COWPLETE
THEI R SERVICE OBLI GATI ON I N ANY YEAR WHERE AN | NI TI AL OR RENEWED AWARD
| S GRANTED, AND SUCH REPAI D AMOUNTS SHALL BE DEDUCTED FROM ANY GRANT
AMOUNTS DUE TO THE DI STRI CT FROM THE STATE PURSUANT TO THI S SECTI ON.

UPON A WRI TTEN APPEAL BY AN AWARD RECI Pl ENT, THE BOARD OF EDUCATI ON,
IN I TS DI SCRETI ON, MAY PROVI DE A WAI VER OF REPAYMENT PROVI SIONS FOR AN
AWARD RECI PI ENT WHO FAI LS TO COWPLETE HI' S OR HER SERVI CE REQUI REMENT FOR
DOCUMENTED REASONS OF HEALTH OR OTHER SEVERE HARDSHI P, AS DETERM NED BY
THE COWM SSI ONER

D. NOTI FI CATI ON. THE BOARD OF EDUCATI ON SHALL NOTI FY BOTH SUCCESSFUL
AND UNSUCCESSFUL APPLI CANTS BY SEPTEMBER FI RST OF ANY SCHOOL YEAR FOR
VH CH AN | NI TIAL OR RENEWED AWARD | S PROVIDED TO ONE OR MORE DENTAL
HEALTH PROFESSI ONALS PURSUANT TO THI S SUBDI VI SI ON.

4. REPORTING BY NOVEMBER FIRST FOLLOANNG THE COVWPLETI ON OF EACH
SCHOOL YEAR, THE COWM SSI ONER SHALL REPORT TO THE GOVERNOR AND THE
LEG SLATURE REGARDI NG THE DENTAL HEALTH | MPROVEMENT PROGRAM A COPY OF
SUCH REPORT SHALL ALSO BE MADE AVAI LABLE TO THE COW SSI ONER OF HEALTH.
SUCH REPORT SHALL LI ST THE AMOUNT OF EACH SCHOOL DI STRICT'S TOTAL GRANT
PURSUANT TO THI' S SECTI ON, THE NUMBER OF AWARDS GRANTED PURSUANT TO THI' S
SECTI ON AND, | F APPLI CABLE, THE NUMBER OF DENTI STS AND DENTAL HYGQ ENI STS
RECEI VING SUCH AWARDS, AS WELL AS AN ANALYSI S OF THE EFFECTI VENESS OF
THE PROGRAM I N RECRUI TI NG DENTAL HEALTH PROFESSI ONALS IN THE AREAS OF
THE STATE DESI GNATED AS SHORTAGE AREAS.

S 3. Early childhood caries study and report. 1. The commi ssioner of
health shall, within anobunts nade avail able therefor, conduct a study
that includes the following conponents: (a) identifies |ocal public
health regions and districts containing children at high risk for early
chi | dhood cari es;

(b) collects, analyzes and di ssem nates data on early chil dhood caries
to local school districts; and

(c) develops public health education prograns to prevent early child-
hood cari es.



O~NOUITRWN P

A 1763 4

2. Such study shall be conducted and conpleted within eighteen nonths
of the effective date of this act.

3. Wthin twenty-four nonths of the effective date of this act, the
commi ssioner of health shall report to the |egislature and the governor
on the results of the study on early childhood caries, and rmake recom
nmendati ons for expansion of the public health educati on conponent of the
early chil dhood caries study.

S 4. This act shall take effect imediately.



