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STATE OF NEW YORK

1708
2011- 2012 Regul ar Sessi ons
I N ASSEMBLY
January 11, 2011

Introduced by M of A GUNTHER, SPANO, CONTE -- read once and referred
to the Cormmittee on Mental Health

AN ACT to anend the nental hygiene law, in relation to defining a bill
of rights for persons with autismor autism spectrum di sorders

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK, REPRESENTED | N SENATE AND ASSEM
BLY, DO ENACT AS FOLLOWE:

Section 1. The nmental hygiene law is anended by adding a new section
16.39 to read as foll ows:

S 16.39 BILL OF RIGHTS FOR PERSONS W TH AUTI SM OR AUTI SM SPECTRUM DI SOR-
DERS.

(A) BOTH EARLY | NTERVENTI ON AND CONTI NUI NG TREATMENT ARE | NTEGRAL TO
THE HEALTHCARE OF THOSE DI AGNOSED W TH AUTI SM OR AUTI SM SPECTRUM DI SOR-
DERS. | NSURANCE COWVPANI ES SHALL NOT DI SCRI M NATE AGAI NST | NDI VI DUALS
W TH SUCH DI AGNOSES BY | MPOSI NG FI NANCI AL BURDENS AND BARRI ERS TO TREAT-
MENT SUCH AS DI FFERENTI AL DEDUCTI BLES, DI SPARATE CO PAYS, SPENDI NG CAPS,
AND ARBI TRARY LIM TS ON ACCESS TO MEDI CALLY NECESSARY | NPATI ENT AND/ OR
OUTPATI ENT SERVI CES.

(B) ALL PERSONS W TH AUTI SM OR AUTI SM SPECTRUM DI SORDERS SHALL HAVE
THE FOLLOW NG RI GHTS:

(1) THE RIGHT TO AN | NCREASED | NVESTMENT I N H GH QUALITY RESEARCH ON
THE ORIGA N, DI AGNOSI S AND TREATMENT OF AUTI SM AND AUTI SM SPECTRUM DI SOR-
DERS;

(2) THE RIGHT TO ACCESS, AND HAVE THEI R PARENTS AND/ OR GUARDI ANS
ACCESS, A COVPREHENSI VE CONTI NUUM OF CARE BASED ON THE PATI ENT'S NEEDS-
-1 NCLUDI NG A FULL RANGE OF PSYCHOSOCI AL, BEHAVI ORAL, PHARMACOLOG CAL AND
EDUCATI ONAL SERVI CES- - REGARDLESS OF THE COST;

(3) THE RIGHT TO RECElI VE TREATMENT W THI N A COORDI NATED SYSTEM OF CARE
VWHERE ALL AGENCIES DELIVERI NG SERVICES (I NCLUDI NG BUT NOT LIMTED TO
HEALTH, MENTAL HEALTH, CHI LD WELFARE, JUVENI LE JUSTICE AND EDUCATI ON)
WORK TOGETHER TO OPTI M ZE TREATMENT OUTCOME;

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in I TALICS (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[ ] is oldlawto be onmtted.
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(4) THE RIGHT TO RECElI VE | N HOVE CARE, AS WELL AS TREATMENT I N COW-
NI TY- BASED SETTI NGS AS CLOSE TO HOVE AS POSSI BLE;

(5 THE RIGHT TO RECElI VE CARE FROM HI GHLY QUALI FI ED PROFESSI ONALS WHO
ACT IN THE BEST | NTERESTS OF THE PATI ENT AND FAM LY;

(6) THE RIGHT TO TREATMENT THAT IS FAM LY- DRI VEN AND PATI ENT- FOCUSED.
PARENTS AND/ OR GUARDI ANS (AND PATI ENTS WHEN APPROPRI ATE) MJUST HAVE THE
PRI MARY DECI SI ON- MAKI NG ROLE W TH REGARD TO TREATMENT;

(7) THE RIGHT TO RECEI VE, AND HAVE THEIR PARENTS AND/ OR GUARDI ANS
RECEI VE, ALL | NFORVATI ON REGARDI NG THE RI SKS, BENEFI TS AND ANTI Cl PATED
OUTCOVES OF ALL AVAI LABLE TREATMENT OPTI ONS THAT | S NECESSARY TO FACI LI -
TATE EDUCATED DECI SI ONS AND | NFORMED CONSENT;

(8) THE RIGHT TO ACCESS, AND HAVE THEIR PARENTS AND/ OR GUARDI ANS
ACCESS, MENTAL HEALTH PROFESSI ONALS W TH APPROPRI ATE TRAI Nl NG AND EXPE-
Rl ENCE. PRI MARY CARE PROFESSI ONALS PROVI DI NG MENTAL HEALTH SERVI CES
MUST HAVE ACCESS TO CONSULTATI ON AND REFERRAL RESOURCES FROM QUALI FI ED
MENTAL HEALTH PROFESSI ONALS; AND

(9) THE RI GHT TO APPROPRI ATE MONI TORI NG OF PHARMACEUTI CAL  TREATMENT
FOR MENTAL DI SORDERS, BOTH TO OPTIM ZE THE BENEFI TS AND TO M NI M ZE ANY
RI SKS OR POTENTI AL SI DE- EFFECTS ASSOCI ATED W TH SUCH TREATMENTS.

S 2. This act shall take effect imediately.



