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STATE OF NEW YORK

1391
2011- 2012 Regul ar Sessi ons
I N ASSEMBLY
( PREFI LED)
January 5, 2011

Introduced by M of A ORTIZ -- read once and referred to the Commttee
on Environnental Conservation

AN ACT to anend the environnental conservation law, in relation to
establishing the New York state climte change task force

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK, REPRESENTED | N SENATE AND ASSEM
BLY, DO ENACT AS FOLLOWE:

Section 1. Article 19 of the environnental conservation |aw is anended
by adding a newtitle 13 to read as fol |l ows:
TI TLE 13
NEW YORK STATE CLI MATE CHANGE TASK FORCE
SECTI ON 19-1301. CLI MATE CHANGE TASK FORCE.
19-1303. TASK FORCE COWPGCSI Tl ON.
19-1305. POANERS AND DUTI ES OF THE TASK FORCE.
S 19-1301. CLI MATE CHANGE TASK FORCE.

1. THE NEW YORK STATE CLI MATE CHANGE TASK FORCE | S HEREBY ESTABLI SHED.
THE ROLE OF THE TASK FORCE SHALL |INCLUDE, BUT NOI BE LIMTED TO
CONDUCTI NG AN | N- DEPTH EXAM NATI ON OF | SSUES RELATED TO GLOBAL CLI MATE
CHANGE | NCLUDI NG

A. ASSESSI NG THE POTENTI AL | MPACTS OF GLOBAL CLI MATE CHANGE ON THE
Cl TI ZENS, NATURAL RESOURCES, AND ECONOW OF THE STATE. SUCH RESEARCH
SHALL | NCLUDE POTENTI AL | MPACTS ON AGRI CULTURE, TRANSPORTATI ON, PROPERTY
VALUES, PUBLI C HEALTH, | NSURANCE, AND COVMERCI AL AND | NDUSTRI AL SECTORS.
RESEARCH SHALL ALSO | NCLUDE POTENTIAL | MPACTS ON WATERS, FORESTS,
WETLANDS, AND THE AVAILABILITY OF FRESHWATER RESOURCES OF THE STATE.
POTENTI AL | MPACTS ON | NFRASTRUCTURE, | NCLUDI NG SUBVWAYS, BRI DGES, LOW LY-
| NG ROADS, CAUSEVWAYS, WATER AND WASTEWATER TREATMENT PLANTS, AND DOCKS,
SHALL BE | NCLUDED, AS WELL AS POTENTI AL | MPACTS ON | NDUSTRI ES | NCLUDI NG
SH PPI NG TI MBER, FI SHERI ES, POANER GENERATI ON, HEALTHCARE, TOURI SM AND
RECREATI ON. SUCH ASSESSVENT SHALL ALSO | NCLUDE A REVI EW OF EXI STI NG
RELATED RESEARCH;

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in I TALICS (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[ ] is oldlawto be onmtted.
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B. 1 DENTI FYI NG AND EVALUATI NG CURRENT EFFORTS TO TRACK AND M TI GATE
CLI MATE CHANGE AND |ITS POTENTIAL | MPACTS ON THE NORTHEAST REG ON,
I NCLUDI NG THE REG ONAL GREENHOUSE GAS | NI TI ATI VE, PARTI CULARLY ON NEW
YORK STATE;

C. I DENTIFYING AND EVALUATING POTENTI AL CARBON EM SSI ONS REDUCTI ON
MEASURES | DENTI FIED IN TERM5S OF GREENHOUSE GAS EM SSIONS REDUCTI ON
POTENTI AL, COST EFFECTI VENESS, SHORT AND LONG TERM STATE SPECIFIC
ECONOM C | MPACTS, ADM NI STRATI VE FEASI BI LI TY AND EQUI TY CONCERNS;

D. EVALUATI NG THE POTENTI AL ECONOM C EFFECTS THAT MAY AR SE FROM
ACTI ONS TO ADDRESS GLOBAL CLI MATE CHANCE;

E. I DENTIFYING AND EVALUATI NG CURRENT EFFORTS UNDERWAY | N NEW YORK
STATE TO EDUCATE THE PUBLI C, AS WELL AS SPECI FI C SECTORS | NCLUDI NG AGRI -
CULTURE, HEALTH, TRANSPORTATI ON, RECREATI ON, | NSURANCE, AND | NDUSTRI AL,
AND COMMERCI AL SECTORS, ABOUT PRQIECTED | MPACTS OF CLI MATE CHANGE;

F. EVALUATI NG AND ASSESSI NG ANY ADAPTI VE MEASURES | DENTI FI ED | N TERMS
OF FEASIBILITY, ECONOM C AND PUBLI C HEALTH | MPACTS, AND EFFECTI VENESS.
FOR THE PURPCSES OF THI S SECTI ON, THE TERM " ADAPTI VE MEASURES' REFERS TO
ACTIONS THAT NMAY BE TAKEN TO ADDRESS THE ANTI Cl PATED CONSEQUENCES OF
CLI MATE CHANGE;

G REVI EW NG AND ASSESSI NG THE | MPLEMENTATI ON STATUS OF THE RECOVMVEN-
DATI ONS FROM THE NEW YORK GREENHOUSE GAS TASK FORCE | SSUED IN APRI L OF
TWO THOUSAND THREE; AND

H ASSESSI NG THE STATE' S CAPACI TY TO MEET THE STATEW DE GREENHOUSE GAS
EM SSI ON REDUCTI ON TARGET AS ESTABLI SHED I N THE TWO THOUSAND TWO ENERGY
PLAN AS UPDATED, A TWENTY PERCENT REDUCTI ON OF GREENHOUSE GAS EM SSI ONS
BY TWO THOUSAND TWENTY, AND AN EI GHTY PERCENT REDUCTI ON COF GREENHOUSE
GAS EM SSI ONS BY TWO THOUSAND FI FTY.

2. THE TASK FORCE SHALL DEVELOP A CLI MATE CHANGE ACTI ON PLAN THAT W LL
| NCORPORATE  BOTH CARBON REDUCTI ON MEASURES AND ADCPTI VE MEASURES
DESI GNED TO BOTH REDUCE THE SEVERI TY OF CLI MATE CHANGE AND BETTER POSI -
TI ON THE STATE AND I TS C TI ZENS TO LI VE WTH THE | MPACTS ASSCCI ATED W TH
CLI MATE CHANGE. SUCH PLAN SHALL | NCLUDE, BUT NOT BE LIM TED TO

A, AN I NVENTORY OF GREENHOUSE GAS EM SSI ONS I N THI S STATE | NCLUDI NG
STATI ONARY AND MOBI LE SOURCES;

B. RESULTS OF THE EVALUATI ON OF POTENTI AL CARBON EM SSI ONS REDUCTI ON
VEASURES;

C. RESULTS OF THE EVALUATI ON OF CURRENT EFFORTS TO M Tl GATE CLI MATE
CHANCE;

D. RECOMMENDATI ONS TO ADDRESS POTENTI AL CLI MATE CHANGE I N NEW YORK
VWH CH SHALL | NCLUDE:

(1) POTENTI AL GREENHOUSE GAS EM SSI ONS REDUCTI ON MEASURES THAT SHOULD
BE UNDERTAKEN BY THE STATE;

(1) A LISTING AND EXPLANATI ON OF POTENTI AL ADAPTI VE MEASURES APPRO
PRI ATE FOR NEW YORK STATE, | NCLUDI NG REDUCI NG HEALTH AND FLOODI NG RI SKS,
AND POTENTI AL SHI FTS I N AGRI CULTURE AND FORESTRY;

(1'1'1) A CONSI DERATI ON OF EFFORTS BEI NG MADE AT THE NATI ONAL AND | NTER-
NATI ONAL LEVEL TO ADDRESS CLI MATE CHANGE;

(1'V) RECOMMENDATI ONS TO ENHANCE CLI MATE CHANGE RESEARCH, MONI TORI NG
AND PUBLI C EDUCATI ON | N NEW YORK; AND

( ECONOM C OPPCRTUNI TIES THAT SHOULD BE CONSIDERED VWH CH COULD
BETTER POSI TI ON NEW YORK | N RESPONDI NG TO CLI MATE CHANGE; AND

E. RECOMVENDATI ONS FOR ACHI EVI NG THE MAXI MUM TECHNOLOG CALLY FEASI BLE
AND COST- EFFECTI VE REDUCTI ONS | N GREENHOUSE GAS EM SSI ONS  FROM  SOURCES
OR CATEGORIES OF SOURCES OF GREENHOUSE GASES OF A TVENTY PERCENT
REDUCTI ON OF GREENHOUSE GAS EM SSIONS BY TWO THOUSAND TWVENTY AND AN
El GATY PERCENT REDUCTI ON OF GREENHOUSE GAS EM SSI ONS BY TWO THOUSAND
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FI FTY. THE RECOMMENDATI ONS SHALL BE ON DI RECT EM SSI ON  REDUCTI ON MEAS-
URES, ALTERNATIVE COWVPLI ANCE MECHANI SMS, MARKET- BASED COVPLI ANCE MECH-
ANI SM5, AND POTENTI AL MONETARY AND NONMONETARY | NCENTI VES FOR SOURCE AND
CATEGORI ES OF SOURCES. THE TASK FORCE SHALL EVALUATE THE TOTAL POTENTI AL
COSTS AND TOTAL POTENTI AL ECONOM C AND NONECONOM C BENEFI TS OF THE PLAN
FOR REDUCI NG GREENHOUSE GASES TO THE STATE' S ECONOWY, ENVI RONMENT  AND
PUBLI C HEALTH THE TASK FORCE SHALL ALSO TAKE | NTO ACCOUNT THE RELATI VE
CONTRI BUTI ON OF EACH SOURCE OR SOURCE CATEGORY TO STATEW DE GREENHOUSE
GAS EM SSIONS, AND THE POTENTI AL FOR ADVERSE EFFECTS ON SMVALL BUSI -
NESSES, AND SHALL RECOVWEND A DE MNIM S THRESHOLD OF GREENHOUSE GAS
EM SSI ONS BELOW VWHI CH EM SSI ON REDUCTI ON REQUI REMENTS W LL NOT APPLY.

S 19-1303. TASK FORCE COWPCSI Tl ON.

1. THE TASK FORCE SHALL CONSI ST OF A TOTAL OF TWENTY- ONE MEMBERS AND
SHALL | NCLUDE THE COWMM SSI ONER, THE COWM SSI ONER OF HEALTH, THE COW S-
SIONER OF AGRI CULTURE AND MARKETS, THE SECRETARY OF STATE, THE COW S-
SI ONER OF ECONOM C DEVELOPMENT, THE COWM SSI ONER OF TRANSPORTATI ON, THE
COMW SSI ONER  OF PARKS, RECREATI ON AND HI STORI C PRESERVATI ON, THE SUPER-
| NTENDENT OF | NSURANCE, THE DI RECTOR OF THE STATE EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT
OFFI CE, THE PRESI DENT OF THE NEW YORK STATE ENERGY RESEARCH AND DEVELOP-
MENT AUTHORITY, THE CHAIRPERSON OF THE METROPOLI TAN TRANSPORTATI ON
AUTHORI TY, A REPRESENTATI VE FROM THE BOARD OF COWM SSI ONERS FOR THE PORT
AUTHORI TY OF NEW YORK AND NEW JERSEY, AND THE CHAIR OF THE PUBLIC
SERVICE COWM SSION OR THElI R DESI GNATED REPRESENTATI VES; THE TEMPORARY
PRESI DENT OF THE SENATE SHALL APPO NT THREE MEMBERS; THE SPEAKER OF THE
ASSEMBLY SHALL APPO NT THREE MEMBERS; THE M NORI TY LEADER OF THE SENATE
SHALL APPO NT ONE MEMBER, AND THE M NCRI TY LEADER OF THE ASSEMBLY SHALL
APPO NT ONE MEMBER ALL APPO NTED MEMBERS OF THE TASK FORCE SHALL HAVE
AN EXPERTI SE IN ONE OR MORE OF THE FOLLOWN NG FI ELDS: CLI MATOLQOGY,
HYDROLOGY; PLANNING  HEALTH CARE;, ENVI RONMENTAL HEALTH, ECOLOGY; AR -
CULTURE; ECONOM CS; AND ENERGY PQOLI CY.

2. THE COM SSIONER OR HHS OR HER DESI GNATED REPRESENTATIVE SHALL
SERVE AS CHAI RPERSON OF THE TASK FORCE.

3. FOR THE PURPCSES OF THI S SECTI ON, THE NON- GOVERNMENTAL APPQO NTEES
SHALL BE CONSI DERED OFFI CERS OR EMPLOYEES OF PUBLI C ENTI TIES AND SHALL
BE AFFORDED SUCH DEFENSE AND | NDEWNI FI CATI ON PROVI DED UNDER THE PUBLI C
OFFI CERS LAW

4. THE MEMBERS OF THE TASK FORCE SHALL RECEIVE NO COWPENSATION FOR
THEI R SERVI CES, BUT SHALL BE ALLOVWED THEI R ACTUAL AND NECESSARY EXPENSES
I NCURRED | N THE PERFORVANCE OF THEI R DUTI ES.

5. NO APPO NTED MEMBER OF THE TASK FORCE SHALL BE AN ELECTED OR
APPO NTED PUBLI C OFFI CER.

S 19-1305. PONERS AND DUTI ES OF THE TASK FORCE.

1. THE TASK FORCE SHALL MEET QUARTERLY, AND AT THE CALL OF THE CHAI R-
PERSON.

2. IN RECOGNITION OF THE GLOBAL NATURE OF CLI MATE CHANGE, THE TASK
FORCE MAY CONSULT W TH ANY ORGANI ZATI ON, EDUCATI ONAL | NSTI TUTI ON, OTHER
GOVERNMENT  ENTITY OR AGENCY OR PERSON I N THE DEVELOPMENT OF I TS RECOM
VENDATI ONS.

3. THE DEPARTMENT SHALL PROVI DE THE TASK FORCE WTH SUCH FACI LI TIES,
ASSI STANCE AND DATA AS WLL ENABLE THE TASK FORCE TO CARRY QUT I TS
POANERS AND DUTI ES. ADDI Tl ONALLY, ALL OTHER AGENCIES OF THE STATE OR
SUBDI VI SI ONS THEREOF MAY, AT THE REQUEST OF THE CHAI RPERSON, PROVI DE THE
TASK FORCE W TH SUCH FACI LI TI ES, ASSI STANCE, AND DATA TO ENABLE THE TASK
FORCE TO CARRY QUT I TS PONERS AND DUTI ES.

4. A WTHN TWELVE MONTHS OF THE EFFECTI VE DATE OF TH'S TI TLE, THE
TASK FORCE SHALL | SSUE A DRAFT CLI MATE CHANGE ACTI ON PLAN AS PROVI DED
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FOR IN SUBDIVISION TWD OF SECTION 19-1301 OF THI'S TI TLE. THE DRAFT
CLI MATE CHANGE ACTI ON PLAN SHALL BE POSTED ON THE DEPARTMENT'S WEBSI TE
AND A NOTICE OF THE | SSUANCE OF THE DRAFT PLAN SHALL BE POSTED I N THE
ENVI RONMVENTAL NOTI CE BULLETI N. AT LEAST ONE PUBLI C HEARI NG SHALL BE HELD
IN EACH DEPARTMENTAL REG ON TO PROVI DE THE PUBLI C W TH THE OPPORTUNI TY
TO COWENT ON THE DRAFT CLI MATE CHANGE ACTION PLAN. NOTICE OF SUCH
PUBLI C HEARI NGS SHALL BE PROVI DED ON THE DEPARTMENT'S WEBSI TE AND | N THE
ENVI RONMVENTAL NOTI CE BULLETI N.

B. WTHI N SI XTY DAYS OF THE DATE OF THE FI NAL PUBLI C HEARI NG THE TASK
FORCE SHALL SUBM T A FINAL CLI MATE CHANGE ACTI ON PLAN TO THE GOVERNOR,
THE TEMPORARY PRESI DENT OF THE SENATE AND THE SPEAKER OF THE ASSEMBLY.
COPIES OF SUCH CLI MATE CHANGE ACTI ON PLAN SHALL ALSO BE MADE AVAI LABLE
TO THE PUBLI C AND POSTED ON THE DEPARTMENT' S WEBSI TE AND NOTICE OF THE
AVAI LABI LI TY OF SUCH PLAN SHALL BE PUBLI SHED I N THE ENVI RONMENTAL NOTI CE
BULLETI N.

C. THE CLI MATE CHANGE ACTI ON PLAN SHALL BE REVI EWED AND UPDATED EVERY
TWO YEARS W TH ASSOCI ATED PUBLI C HEARI NGS, PUBLI C RELEASE AND POSTI NG OF
THE UPDATED PLAN ON THE DEPARTMENT' S WEBSI TE AND NOTICE I N THE ENVI RO\
MENTAL NOTI CE BULLETI N.

S 2. This act shall take effect on the ninetieth day after it shall
have becone a | aw, provided, however, that effective imrediately, the
addi tion, anendnent and/or repeal of any rule or regul ati on necessary
for the inplenentation of this act on its effective date is authorized
and directed to be made and conpl eted on or before such effective date.



