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STATE OF NEW YORK

10484
I N ASSEMBLY
May 29, 2012

Introduced by M of A SCH MEL -- read once and referred to the Comit -
tee on Education

AN ACT to anend the education law, in relation to establishing the exem
plary district nmentorship program

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK, REPRESENTED | N SENATE AND ASSEM
BLY, DO ENACT AS FOLLOWE:

Section 1. Article 3 of the education |aw is amended by addi ng a new
part 2 to read as foll ows:
PART | |
EXEMPLARY DI STRI CTS
SECTI ON 150. LEQ SLATI VE | NTENT.
151. DETERM NATI ON OF EXEMPLARY DI STRI CTS.
152. EXEMPLARY DI STRI CT MENTORSHI P PROGRAM
153. MANDATE EXEMPTI ON.

S 150. LEG SLATIVE INTENT. IT IS THE |INTENT OF THE LEG SLATURE TO
FOSTER THE DEVELOPMENT AND CODI FI CATI ON OF A BEST PRACTI CE MODEL FOR
STUDENT SUCCESS AND FISCAL RESPONSIBILITY BY DETERM NING CERTAIN
DISTRICTS TO BE EXEMPLARY DI STRICTS AND BY ESTABLI SH NG AN EXEMPLARY
DI STRI CT MENTORSHI P PROGRAM TO ALLOW CERTAI N HI GHLY SUCCESSFUL SCHOOLS
TO HELP OTHER SCHOOLS ACH EVE SUCCESS, THE H GHLY SUCCESSFUL SCHOOLS
SHALL RECEI VE EXEMPTI ONS FROM TESTING AND PAPERWORK REQUI REMENTS SET
FORTH BY THE STATE | N EXCHANGE FOR MENTORI NG CERTAI N OTHER SCHOOLS. I T
IS THE I NTENT OF TH'S PROGRAM THAT MORE DI STRI CTS W LL BECOVE EXEMPLARY
DI STRI CTS EACH YEAR AND THAT THE CRITERIA FOR DETERM NI NG EXEMPLARY
DI STRICTS SHALL BECOVE MORE RI GOROUS AS STUDENT ACHI EVEMENT GAI NS ARE
MADE.

S 151. DETERM NATI ON OF EXEMPLARY DI STRICTS. 1. ANY SCHOOL DI STRICT
WTH A SUSTAINED GRADUATI ON RATE OVER NI NETY- FI VE PERCENT FOR A FI VE
YEAR PERI OD SHALL BE AN EXEMPLARY DI STRI CT.

2. THE COW SSI ONER, | N CONSULTATI ON W TH THE NEW YORK STATE COUNCI L
OF SCHOOL SUPERI NTENDENTS, SHALL GROUP SCHOOL DI STRI CTS BY THEI R NEEDS
PROFI LE, AS DETERM NED BY CONSI DERI NG THE PERCENTAGE OF STUDENTS ELI d -
BLE FOR FREE OR REDUCED LUNCHES, THE PERCENTAGE OF ENGLISH LANGUAGE
LEARNERS, AND CENSUS AND FI NANCI AL DATA PROVI DED BY THE DEPARTMENT OF

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in I TALICS (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[ ] is oldlawto be onmtted.
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TAXATI ON AND FI NANCE. SCHOOL DI STRICTS WTHIN THE TOP TEN PERCENT OF
THEI R NEEDS PROFI LE GROUPI NG W THI N EACH ESTABLI SHED REGENTS AREA AND/ OR
W TH TWENTY PERCENT H GHER GRADUATI ON RATES THAN OTHER DI STRI CTS W THI N
THE SAME NEEDS PROFI LE GROUPI NG MAY BE DETERM NED TO BE EXEMPLARY
DI STRI CTS AT THE DI SCRETI ON OF THE COWM SSI ONER.

3. EXEMPLARY DI STRI CTS SHALL BE REVI EWNED EVERY THREE YEARS TO DETER-
M NE WHETHER SUCH DI STRICTS SHALL RETAIN THE STATUS OF BEI NG AN EXEM
PLARY DI STRI CT.

S 152. EXEMPLARY DI STRI CT MENTORSHI P PROGRAM 1. EXEMPLARY DI STRI CTS
MAY ESTABLISH LOCAL CRI TERI A FOR EVALUATI ON OF STUDENTS AND STAFF. ANY
EXEMPLARY DI STRI CT ESTABLI SHI NG SUCH LOCAL CRITERIA SHALL SUBM T SUCH
CRITERFIA TO THE DEPARTMENT TO BE PUBLI SHED ON A BEST PRACTI CES SECTI ON
OF THE OFFI Cl AL VEBSI TE OF THE DEPARTMENT.

2. ANY EXEMPLARY DI STRI CT ESTABLI SHI NG LOCAL CRITERIA FOR EVALUATI ON
OF STUDENTS AND STAFF SHALL BE REQUI RED TO WORK W TH OTHER DI STRI CTS
W THI N THEI R GEOGRAPHI C AREA AND NEEDS PROFI LE, AS DETERM NED PURSUANT
TO SUBDI VI SI ON TWO OF SECTI ON ONE HUNDRED FI FTY-ONE OF THI S PART, OR THE
DISTRICT OF THEIR CHOCE AS A MENTOR THE EXEMPLARY DI STRI CT SHALL
PROVI DE THE RESOURCES NEEDED TO HELP EVALUATE THE DI STRICT BElING
MENTORED AND SHALL PROVI DE GUI DANCE ON ANY BEST PRACTI CES THAT MAY HELP
THE STUDENTS.

3. AN EXEMPLARY DI STRI CT MENTORI NG ANOTHER DI STRICT AND A DI STRICT
BEI NG MENTORED BY AN EXEMPLARY DI STRI CT SHALL EACH BE ELI A BLE FOR CHAL-
LENGE GRANTS TO HELP | MPLEMENT THE PROGRAM

4. AN EXEMPLARY DI STRICT MENTORI NG ANOTHER DI STRICT AND A DI STRI CT
BEI NG MENTORED BY AN EXEMPLARY DI STRI CT SHALL COLLABORATE AND PREPARE A
REPORT TO BE SUBM TTED TO THE DEPARTMENT SUMVARI ZI NG THE BEST PRACTI CES
OF THE EXEMPLARY DI STRICT AND RECOMVENDI NG PROCESSES TO |NSURE MORE
SUCCESSFUL OUTCQOVES.

S 153. MANDATE EXEMPTION. 1. THE COVWM SSI ONER SHALL ESTABLI SH
EXEMPTI ONS FROM TESTI NG AND PAPERWORK REQUI REMENTS SET FORTH BY THE
STATE FOR EXEMPLARY DISTRICTS FOR EACH THREE YEAR PERI OD THAT SUCH
SCHOOL | S DETERM NED TO BE AN EXEMPLARY DI STRICT AS AN | NCENTIVE FOR
EXEMPLARY DI STRI CTS TO PARTI Cl PATE | N THE EXEMPLARY DI STRI CT MENTORSHI P
PROGRAM

2. THE COW SSI ONER SHALL CONSI DER THE FOLLOW NG CRI TERI A WHEN DETER-
M NI NG WH CH EXEMPTI ONS AN EXEMPLARY DI STRI CT SHALL BE ELI G BLE FOR:

(A) SIXTY PERCENT OF THE DETERM NATI ON SHALL BE BASED ON THE GRADU
ATI ON RATE, DROP- QUT RATE AND COLLEGE ACCEPTANCE RATE OF THE DI STRICT
BEI NG MENTORED AS COWPARED TO OTHER DI STRICTS W THI N THE SAME NEEDS
PROFI LE GROUPI NG

(B) FORTY PERCENT OF THE DETERM NATI ON SHALL BE BASED ON CONSI DERATI ON
OF WHETHER THE SCHOOL BOARD IS AFFI LI ATED W TH THE NEW YORK STATE SCHOOL
BOARDS ASSOCI ATI ON OR A LOCAL AFFI LI ATE, WHETHER THE SCHOOL SUPERI NTEN-
DENT | S AFFI LI ATED W TH THE NEW YORK STATE COUNCI L OF SCHOOL SUPERI NTEN-
DENTS, AND THE NUMBER AND VARI ETY OF EXTRA- CURRI CULAR AND CO- CURRI CULAR
ACTI VI TI ES OFFERED BY THE DI STRI CT.

S 2. This act shall take effect immediately.



