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STATE OF NEW YORK

10476
I N ASSEMBLY
May 29, 2012

Introduced by M of A CROUCH -- read once and referred to the Commttee
on Environnental Conservation

AN ACT to anmend the environmental conservation law, in relation to
requiring the departnent of environnmental conservation to promnulgate
rules and regulations relating to gas flow neters at natural gas well
sites

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK, REPRESENTED | N SENATE AND ASSEM
BLY, DO ENACT AS FOLLOWE:

Section 1. Section 23-0305 of the environnental conservation lawis
anmended by addi ng a new subdi vision 15 to read as foll ows:

15. WTH RESPECT TO NATURAL GAS WELL SITES, THE DEPARTMENT SHALL
PROMULGATE RULES AND REGULATI ONS THAT:

A. REQUI RE THAT ALL GAS WELLS CAPABLE OF PRODUCTI ON BE EQUI PPED W TH
AN ELECTRONI C FLOW METER ASSEMBLY FOR THE PURPCSE OF MONI TORI NG SUCH
PRODUCTI ON, THE FLOW METER ASSEMBLY SHALL CONSIST OF A METER TUBE
CONTAI NI NG TEST PORTS TO BE UTILIZED FOR MEASUREMENT AND TESTING OF
EXTRACTED GAS, SHUTOFF VALVES TO BE UTI LI ZED FOR THE PURPCSE OF SHUTTI NG
DOWN PORTIONS OF THE SYSTEM AND A FLOW METERI NG ASSEMBLY, WHEREI N THE
ORI FI CE | S CAPABLE OF BEI NG REMOVED W THOUT SHUTTI NG OFF THE SYSTEM

B. SHALL CAUSE TO BE COWPI LED A LI ST OF TH RD PARTY CONTRACTORS, FROM
WH CH THE GAS COWAN ES AND WELL OPERATORS SHALL SELECT FOR TH S
SERVI CE, THAT HAVE BEEN APPROVED BY THE DEPARTMENT TO PROVIDE FOR THE
PURPCSE OF TESTI NG AND/ OR CALI BRATI NG OF GAS FLOW METER ASSEMBLI ES.

C. PROVI DE THAT ANY O\ WNER OR OPERATOR OF A NATURAL GAS WELL SI TE MAY,
AT SUCH OMNER' S OR OPERATOR S OWN COST, ENGAGE THE SERVICES OF A TH RD
PARTY CONTRACTOR FROM THE APPROVED LI ST COWVPI LED PURSUANT TO PARAGRAPH B
OF THI'S SUBD VISION FOR THE PURPCSE COF CAUSI NG AN | NDEPENDENT TEST OR
CALI BRATI ON TO BE CONDUCTED UPON THE GAS FLOW METER OR METERS CONNECTED
TO THE NATURAL GAS WELL SITE.

D. REQU RE THAT ORI FI CE METERS AND PI PI NG BE | NSTALLED TO COWVPLY W TH
AVERI CAN GAS ASSOCI ATI ON REPORT NO 3, ORI FI CE METERI NG OF NATURAL GAS
AND OTHER RELATED HYDROCARBON FLUI DS, THI RD EDI TI ON, PART 2 SPECI FI CA-
TI ON AND | NSTALLATI ON REQUI REMENTS. FOR PURPOSES OF THI'S SUBDI VI SI ON,
"ORI FICE METER' MEANS A FLOW MEASURI NG DEVI CE USED FOR CALCULATI NG THE

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in I TALICS (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[ ] is oldlawto be onmtted.
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PRESSURE DROP, FLOW RATE AND BEHAVIOR OF THE GAS MWING THROUGH THE
Pl PE.

E. REQUI RE THAT TESTI NG AND CALI BRATI ON OF AN ORI FI CE METER PROVI DED
BY GAS COWPANI ES OR WELL OPERATORS SHALL BE CONDUCTED ON A MONTHLY BASI S
DURI NG THE | NI TI AL PRODUCTI ON STAGES AND ON A ROUTI NE BASI S THEREAFTER,
THE FREQUENCY OF WHI CH SHALL BE DEPENDENT ON THE DEGREE OF WEAR OF THE
ORI FI CE AND/ OR FLOW CHARACTERI STI CS OF THE WELL AND COWVPLI ANCE WTH AGA
SPECI FI CATIONS. FOR PURPCSES OF THI'S PARAGRAPH "IN TI AL PRODUCTI ON
STAGE" SHALL MEAN THE I NI TI AL THREE YEARS FOLLOWN NG | NSTALLATION. THE
ORI FICE SHALL BE REPLACED |F THE DEGREE OF WEAR OF THE ORIFICE IS NOT
GREATER THAN TWO PERCENT.

F. REQU RE THAT COPIES OF ALL REPORTS AND RESULTS OF THE TESTS
CONDUCTED PURSUANT TO PARAGRAPH E OF THI'S SUBDI VI SI ON SHALL BE PROVI DED
TO THE COW SSI ONER, THE COWM SSI ONER OF THE DEPARTMENT OF AGRI CULTURE
AND MARKETS, THE CH EF |NSPECTOR OR DI RECTOR OF THE LOCAL BUREAU OF
VEEI GHTS AND MEASURES REPRESENTI NG THE GEOGRAPHI C AREA | N WHI CH SUCH TEST
WAS CONDUCTED, AND THE ROYALTY OMERS WHO HAVE AN I NTEREST IN THE UNIT
SERVED BY THE WELL.

S 2. This act shall take effect on the one hundred eightieth day after
it shall have becone a | aw, provided, however, that effective i medi ate-
ly, the addition, anendnment and/or repeal of any rule or regul ation
necessary for the inplenmentation of this act on its effective date are
authorized and directed to be made and conpleted on or before such
effective date.



