Co~NOoOUI~,WNE

STATE OF NEW YORK

10254
I N ASSEMBLY
May 16, 2012

Introduced by M of A BARRETT, ABINANTI, BRONSON, CASTRO, CLARK,
COLTON, FARRELL, JAFFEE, LANCMAN, MARKEY, N. RI VERA, ROBERTS, STEVEN-
SON, TITONE -- Milti-Sponsored by -- M of A CYMBROW TZ, GALEF,
Gl CK, GOITFRI ED, HOOPER, SCHI MEL -- read once and referred to the
Committee on Health

AN ACT to amend the public health |aw, the environnmental conservation
| aw, the | abor | aw and the education law, in relation to creating the
envi ronnental health tracking system

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK, REPRESENTED | N SENATE AND ASSEM
BLY, DO ENACT AS FOLLOWE:

Section 1. The public health law is anended by adding a new section
804 to read as foll ows:

S 804. ENVI RONVENTAL HEALTH TRACKI NG SYSTEM 1. THE LEQ SLATURE FI NDS
AND DECLARES ALL OF THE FOLLOW NG

A THERE CURRENTLY EXI ST SEVERAL HEALTH AND ENVI RONVENTAL DATABASES
MAI NTAI NED BY THE STATE. HONEVER, THERE IS LITTLE OR NO COORDI NATI ON
BETWEEN THE USE AND ANALYSI S OF THESE DATA AS THEY PERTAI N TO ENVI RON
MENTAL HEALTH | SSUES, OR ACCESSI BI LITY OF TH' S | NFORVATI ON BY | NTERESTED
PARTI ES AND RESEARCHERS. |IN I TS FI GHT AGAI NST CHRONI C DI SEASES, | NCLUD-
| NG Bl RTH DEFECTS, THAT ARE RELATED TO THE ENVI RONMENT, THE STATE MJST
G VE COVWUNI TI ES AND PUBLI C HEALTH PROFESSI ONALS SOLI D, RELI ABLE | NFOR-
MATION, WHHCH IS THE MOST BASIC TOOL WTH WHICH TO UNDERTAKE THE
PREVENTI ON OF THESE DI SEASES.

B. ANALYSIS OF AVAILABLE DATA USED TO TRACK AND MONI TOR CHRONI C
DI SEASES | S CRITICAL TO ALL OF THE FOLLOW NG

(1) KNOW NG WHERE AND HOW TO PUT I N PLACE THE MOST EFFECTIVE STRATE-
G ES TO PREVENT DI SEASES;

(2) ASSESSI NG THE CONTRI BUTI ON OF DI SEASES TO DI SABI LI TI ES AND PREMA-
TURE MORTALI TY;

(3) MEASURI NG THE EFFECTI VENESS OF PREVENTI ON STRATEG ES; AND

(4) GENERATI NG HYPOTHESES THAT MAY LEAD TO NEW SCIENTIFIC KNOWALEDGE
ABOUT THE CAUSES OF, AND MOST EFFECTI VE WAYS TO FI GHT, CHRONI C DI SEASES.

C. STATE GOVERNMENT AGENCI ES, UNI VERSI TI ES AND THEI R CONSULTANTS ARE
THE APPROPRI ATE AND NECESSARY | NSTI TUTI ONS TO EXAM NE WHETHER OR NOT,

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in I TALICS (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[ ] is oldlawto be onmtted.
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AND, |IF SO THE EXTENT TO WH CH, PAST ENVI RONVENTAL EXPCSURES M GHT
I NCREASE THE RI SK OF CHRONI C DI SEASES, | NCLUDI NG, BUT NOTI' LIMTED TGO
BI RTH DEFECTS, DI ABETES, HEART DI SEASE, THYRO D DI SEASE, REPRODUCTI VE
DI SORDERS, CANCER, ASTHVA AND OTHER RESPI RATCORY CONDI TI ONS, PARKI NSON' S
DI SEASE, ALZHEI MER' S DI SEASE, AND OIHER NEUROLOGQ CALLY DEGENERATI VE
DI SEASES.

D. THE I NI TI AL | NVESTMENT TO ESTABLI SH THE ENVI RONMENTAL HEALTH TRACK-
NG SYSTEM | NCLUDI NG AN ANALYSI S | NFRASTRUCTURE TO DEVELOP PREVENTI VE
STRATEG ES, WOULD CONSTI TUTE A SMALL FRACTION OF THE ANNUAL COSTS OF
CONTROLLI NG CHRONI C DI SEASES I N THE STATE.

E. IT 1S THE INTENT OF THE LEGQ SLATURE | N CREATI NG THE ENVI RONIVENTAL
HEALTH TRACKI NG SYSTEM TO FORM A PUBLI G- PRI VATE PARTNERSHI P TO CREATE AN
ENVI RONVENTAL HEALTH AND TRACKI NG SYSTEM TO DO ALL OF THE FOLLOW NG

(1) PROVI DE A CONTI NUALLY UPDATED DATABASE, W TH LI NKAGES TO BI OVONI -
TORI NG | NFORVATI ON, | NFORVATI ON ABOUT EXPOSURES TO OTHER ENVI RONMENTAL
AGENTS, DI SEASE TYPE DATA AND OTHER DATA COLLECTED PURSUANT TO THI' S
SECTION, AS WELL AS LINKAGES TO DATABASES OF THE U. S. CENTERS FOR
DI SEASE CONTROL | NCLUDI NG THOSE [IN ITS NATURAL ENVI RONMENTAL PUBLIC
HEALTH TRACKI NG PROGRAM AND | N I TS BEHAVI ORAL RI SK FACTORS DATABASE, I N
ORDER TO ASSESS THE POTENTI AL | MPACT OF ENVI RONMENTAL CONTAM NANTS
(DEFINED AS PHYSI CAL, CHEM CAL OR BI OLOQ@ CAL AGENTS) ON THE HUMAN BODY
AND TO EVALUATE SUCH I N RELATI ON TO ESTABLI SHED DI SEASE RI SK FACTORS,;

(2) ON AN ONGO NG BASI S, TRACK AND EVALUATE A VARIETY OF CHRONIC
DI SEASES | N RELATI ON TO ENVI RONMENTAL EXPOSURES, | NCLUDI NG STATE, LOCAL
AND | NTERNATI ONAL DATA ON ACTUAL | NCl DENCES OF CHRONI C DI SEASE;

(3) MAKE SUCH DATA AVAI LABLE TO THE PUBLI C I N AN ACCESSI BLE AND USEFUL
FORVAT; AND

(4) ULTI MATELY PROVI DE SUCH DATA TO THE RELEVANT BOARD, DIVISION, OR
OFFICE W TH N THE DEPARTMENT, THE DEPARTMENT OF ENVI RONVENTAL CONSERVA-
TI ON, THE DEPARTMENT OF LABOR, THE WORKERS' COVPENSATI ON BOARD, AND THE
STATE UNIVERSITY OF NEW YORK SCHOOLS OF PUBLI C HEALTH AT ALBANY AND
BUFFALO FOR THE DEVELOPMENT OF APPROPRI ATE PREVENTI VE STRATEG ES.

2. A THE ENVI RONMENTAL HEALTH TRACKI NG SYSTEM I S HEREBY ESTABLI| SHED
IN THE DEPARTMENT. THE PURPOSE OF SUCH SYSTEM SHALL BE TO MONI TOR ENVI -
RONMENTAL EXPOSURES AND CHRONI C DI SEASES AFFECTI NG NEW YCORKERS. THE
STATE UNIVERSITY OF NEW YORK SCHOOLS OF PUBLI C HEALTH AT ALBANY AND
BUFFALO ARE DI RECTED TO COOPERATE W TH THE DEPARTMENT | N ESTABLI SH NG
THE ENVI RONMENTAL HEALTH TRACKI NG SYSTEM

B. THE OBJECTIVES OF THE ENVI RONMENTAL HEALTH TRACKI NG SYSTEM ARE AS
FOLLOWG:

(1) TO TRACK AND EVALUATE A VARI ETY OF CHRONI C DI SEASES | N RELATION TO
ENVI RONVENTAL EXPOSURES;

(2) TO ALLONW BOTH GOVERNVENT AND UN VERSITY | NVESTI GATORS, THEIR
CONSULTANTS AND PUBLI C HEALTH OFFI Cl ALS TO ASSESS THE | MPACT OF ENVI RON-
MENTAL CONTAM NANTS ON THE HUVAN BODY; AND

(3) TO PROVI DE | NFORVATI ON TO THE DEPARTMENT AND TO THE DEPARTMENT OF
ENVI RONMVENTAL CONSERVATI ON FOR THE DEVELOPMENT OF APPROPRI ATE PREVENTI VE
STRATEG ES.

C. TO EXAM NE THE RELATI ONSHI PS BETWEEN CHRONI C DI SEASES AND THE ENVI -
RONMENT, USI NG, TO THE MAXI MUM EXTENT POSSI BLE, EXI STING HEALTH AND
ENVI RONMENTAL DATA, THE COW SSI ONER, BASED UPON THE RECOMVENDATI ONS OF
THE WORKI NG GROUP REQUI RED PURSUANT TO THI S SECTI ON, SHALL:

(1) ON AN ONGO NG BASI S, SURVEY A CROSS SECTION OF THE OVERALL POPU-
LATI ON | N THE STATE, | NCLUDI NG TO THE EXTENT PCSSI BLE, REG ONAL DATA TO
ASSESS GEOGRAPHI C  VARI ATI ON, | NCLUDI NG CHRONI CALLY | LL PATIENTS, AND
THEI R ENVI RONMENTAL EXPOSURES;
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(2) ON A CONTI NUI NG AND PERI ODI C BASI S, CONDUCT SClI ENCE BASED BI OVONI -
TORI NG, USI NG CDC VALI DATED, ANALYTI CAL PROTOCOLS AND CDC S GUI DELI NES
AND PRACTI CES FOR ETHI CAL TREATMENT OF AND COVMUNI CATI ONS OF | NFORVATI ON
TO PARTICI PANTS I N BI OMONI TORI NG PROGRAMS, FOR A CROSS SECTION OF THE
POPULATI ON, I NCLUDING  TO THE EXTENT POSSI BLE, REQ ONAL DATA TO ASSESS
GEOGRAPHI C VARI ATI ON; AND

(3) ON AN ONGO NG BASI S, LI NK DATA CREATED BY SUCH SURVEYS AND Bl OVON-
| TORI NG ACTIVITIES TO OTHER HEALTH AND ENVI RONVENTAL DATABASES, SUCH AS
Bl RTH CERTI FI CATES, NEONATAL BLOOD TESTS, RECORDS OF HOSPI TAL ADM S-
SI ONS, RECORDS OF EMERGENCY ROOM VI SI TS AND MORTALI TY DATA.

3. ON OR BEFORE SEPTEMBER FI RST, TWD THOUSAND TWELVE, THE DEPARTMENT,
N CONSULTATION W TH THE DEPARTMENT OF ENVI RONMVENTAL CONSERVATI ON, THE
DEPARTMENT OF LABOR, AND THE STATE UNI VERSI TY OF NEW YORK SCHOOLS OF
PUBLIC HEALTH AT ALBANY AND BUFFALO, SHALL CREATE A WORKI NG GROUP OF
TECHNI CAL EXPERTS I N PUBLI C HEALTH, EPI DEM OLOGY, BI OSTATISTICS, ENVI-
RONMVENTAL MEDI CINE, RISK ANALYSIS, EXPOSURE ASSESSMENT, DEVELOPMENTAL
Bl OLOGY, LABORATORY SCIENCES, BICETHICS, AND TOXI COLOGY, | NCLUDI NG
EXPERTS WHO HAVE KNOALEDGE OF THE SENSI TI VI TY AND EXPOSURE OF CHI LDREN,
WOMVEN OF CHI LD- BEARI NG AGE, SENI ORS AND DI SPARATELY AFFECTED POPULATI ONS
TO ENVI RONMVENTAL HAZARDS, TO DO ALL THE FOLLOW NG

A. DEVELOP POSSIBLE APPROACHES TO | MPLEMENTING THE ENVI RONMENTAL
HEALTH TRACKI NG SYSTEM | NCLUDI NG AN ESTI MATED COST AND POTENTI AL FUND-
| NG ALTERNATI VES FOR EACH APPROACH,

B. ON OR BEFORE SEPTEMBER FI RST, TWDO THOUSAND THI RTEEN, PREPARE AND
SUBMT A REPORT TO THE DEPARTMENT, THE DEPARTMENT OF ENVI RONMVENTAL
CONSERVATI ON, THE DEPARTMENT OF LABOR, THE STATE UNI VERSI TY OF NEW YORK
SCHOOLS OF PUBLI C HEALTH AT ALBANY AND BUFFALO, THE TEMPORARY PRESI DENT
OF THE SENATE, THE SPEAKER OF THE ASSEMBLY, THE CHAIRPERSONS OF THE
SENATE AND ASSEMBLY ENVI RONVENTAL CONSERVATI ON COW TTEES, THE CHAl R-
PERSONS OF THE SENATE FI NANCE AND ASSEMBLY WAYS AND MEANS COW TTEES,
AND THE CHAI RPERSONS OF THE SENATE AND ASSEMBLY HEALTH COWM TTEES ON THE
PCSSI BLE APPROACHES TO | MPLEMENTI NG AN ENVI RONMVENTAL HEALTH TRACKI NG
SYSTEM FOR THE STATE; AND

C. DETERM NE THE HEALTH AND ENVI RONMENTAL CRI TERIA NEEDED TO EXAM NE
THE RELATI ONSHI P BETWEEN CHRONI C DI SEASES, | NCLUDI NG BI RTH DEFECTS, AND
THE ENVI RONMVENT.

4. THE DEPARTMENT AND THE STATE UNIVERSITY OF NEW YORK SCHOOLS OF
PUBLI C HEALTH AT ALBANY AND BUFFALO AND THEI R CONSULTANTS ARE DI RECTED
TO COOPERATE | N CREATI NG THE WORKI NG GROUP PURSUANT TO SUBDI VI SI ON THREE
OF THI' S SECTI ON.

5. ON OR BEFORE JANUARY FI RST, TWDO THOUSAND FOURTEEN, THE DEPARTMENT
SHALL ADOPT AND | MPLEMENT THE APPROACH RECOWMMENDED BY THE WORKI NG GROUP
THAT | T DETERM NES MOST CLOSELY MEETS THE FI NDI NGS AND REQUI REMENTS OF
SUBDIVISION ONE OF TH'S SECTIQON, AFTER OPPORTUNI TY FOR | NDEPENDENT,
SCI ENTI FI C PEER REVI EW AND PUBLI C COMVENT.

6. NOTHING IN THI S SECTI ON SHALL BE CONSTRUED TO SUPERSEDE ANY CONFI -
DENTI ALI TY PROVI SI ONS OF ANY LAW

S 2. The environmental conservation |aw is amended by addi ng a new
section 3-0319 to read as foll ows:

S 3-0319. ENVI RONMENTAL HEALTH TRACKI NG SYSTEM

THE DEPARTMENT SHALL COOPERATE W TH STATE AGENCI ES, UNI VERSI TIES, AND
THEI R CONSULTANTS TO PROVIDE ALL | NFORMATI ON AND OTHER RELEVANT AND
NECESSARY EXPERTI SE TO MEET THE REQUI REMENTS OF SECTION ElI GHT HUNDRED
FOUR OF THE PUBLI C HEALTH LAW

S 3. The labor law is anended by adding a new section 888 to read as
fol | ows:
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S 888. ENVI RONVENTAL HEALTH TRACKI NG SYSTEM THE BOARD SHALL COOPERATE
W TH STATE AGENCI ES, UNI VERSI TI ES, AND THEI R CONSULTANTS TO PROVI DE ALL
| NFORMATI ON AND OTHER RELEVANT AND NECESSARY EXPERTI SE TO MEET THE
REQUI REMENTS OF SECTI ON ElI GHT HUNDRED FOUR OF THE PUBLI C HEALTH LAW

S 4. The education |law is anmended by adding a new section 355-d to
read as foll ows:

S 355-D. STATE UNI VERSI TY OF NEW YORK SCHOOLS OF PUBLIC HEALTH AT
ALBANY AND BUFFALO AND THEI R CONSULTANTS TO PARTI Cl PATE | N THE CREATI ON
OF THE ENVI RONVENTAL HEALTH TRACKI NG SYSTEM WORKI NG GROUP. THE STATE
UNI VERSITY OF NEW YORK SCHOOLS OF PUBLI C HEALTH AT ALBANY AND BUFFALO
AND THEI R CONSULTANTS SHALL PARTI Cl PATE | N THE CREATI ON OF THE ENVI RO\
MENTAL HEALTH TRACKI NG SYSTEM WORKI NG GROUP PURSUANT TO SECTI ON El GHT
HUNDRED FOUR OF THE PUBLI C HEALTH LAW

S 5. This act shall take effect immediately.



