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STATE OF NEW YORK

93
2009- 2010 Regul ar Sessi ons
I N SENATE
( PREFI LED)
January 7, 2009

Introduced by Sen. SAMPSON -- read twi ce and ordered printed, and when
printed to be conmmitted to the Conmttee on Insurance

AN ACT to anend the insurance law, in relation to prohibiting insurers
from canceling, refusing to i ssue or renew, or charging higher prem -
ums for homeowners' insurance based on the breed of dog owned if the
dog conpl etes an approved obedi ence course

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK, REPRESENTED | N SENATE AND ASSEM
BLY, DO ENACT AS FOLLOWE:

Section 1. The insurance |law is anmended by adding a new section 3421
to read as foll ows:

S 3421. HOVEOMERS  LIABILITY |INSURANCE;, DOGS. 1. WTH RESPECT TO
HOVEOMNERS' | NSURANCE POLI CI ES AS DEFI NED I N SECTI ON TWO THOUSAND THREE
HUNDRED FI FTY-ONE OF THI S CHAPTER, NO | NSURER SHALL REFUSE TO | SSUE OR
RENEW CANCEL, OR CHARGE OR | MPCSE AN | NCREASED PREM UM OR RATE FOR SUCH
POLI CY OR CONTRACT BASED, I N WHOLE OR I N PART, UPON HARBORI NG OR OWNI NG
A DOG OR DOGS OF A SPECIFIC BREED OR BREEDS OR A DOG OR DOGS "M XED!
W TH A SPECI FI C BREED OR BREEDS

2. THE PROVI SIONS OF THI S SECTI ON SHALL NOT PROH BI T AN | NSURER FROM
REFUSI NG TO | SSUE OR RENEW OR FROM CANCELI NG ANY SUCH CONTRACT OR PQLI -
CY, NOR FROM | MPCSI NG AN | NCREASED PREM UM OR RATE FOR SUCH A POLICY OR
CONTRACT BASED UPON THE DESI GNATI ON OF A DOG OF ANY BREED OR M XTURE OF
BREEDS AS A DANGEROUS DOG PURSUANT TO SECTI ON ONE HUNDRED TVENTY- ONE OF
THE AGRI CULTURE AND MARKETS LAW BASED ON SOUND UNDERWRI TI NG AND ACTUAR-
| AL PRI NCI PLES REASONABLY RELATED TO ACTUAL OR ANTI Cl PATED LOSS EXPERI -
ENCE SUBJECT TO THE APPLI CABLE PROVI SI ONS OF SECTI ON THREE THOUSAND FOUR
HUNDRED TWENTY- FI VE OF TH S ARTI CLE. HONEVER, BEFORE AN | NSURER MAY
REFUSE TO | SSUE, RENEW OR CANCEL SUCH CONTRACT OR POLI CY OR | MPCSE AN
| NCREASED PREM UM OR RATE FOR SUCH POLI CY OR CONTRACT BASED UPON THE
DESI GNATI ON OF A DOG AS DANGEROUS, AN | NSURER SHALL PROVI DE SUCH DANGER-
QUS DOG N NETY DAYS TO SUCCESSFULLY COVPLETE AN APPROVED OBEDI ENCE

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in I TALICS (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[ ] is oldlawto be onmtted.
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COURSE. | F SUCH COURSE LASTS LONGER THAN NI NETY DAYS, THE HOVEOANER NMNAY
SHOW PROOF THAT THE DOG | S ENROLLED I N SUCH COURSE AND UPON SUCH PROOF
SHALL RECEI VE AN ADDI TI ONAL SI XTY DAYS TO COWPLETE SUCH COURSE. | F SUCH
DESI GNATED DANGEROUS DOG SUCCESSFULLY COWPLETES SUCH COURSE, THE | NSURER
IS PROH BITED FROM REFUSING TO I SSUE, RENEW OR CANCEL SUCH POLICY OR
CONTRACT OR | NCREASE THE PREM UM OR RATE ON SUCH POLICY OR CONTRACT
BASED UPON THE DESI GNATI ON OF SUCH DOG AS DANGERQUS.

S 2. This act shall take effect i mediately and shall apply to all
policies issued, renewed, nodified, altered or anmended on or after such
effective date.



