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STATE OF NEW YORK

8271
I N SENATE
June 18, 2010

Introduced by Sen. KLEIN -- read twi ce and ordered printed, and when
printed to be committed to the Conmttee on Rules

AN ACT to anend the social services law, in relation to the assunption
by the comm ssioner of health of the responsibility for reinbursenent
of transportation costs under the nedical assistance program

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK, REPRESENTED | N SENATE AND ASSEM
BLY, DO ENACT AS FOLLOWE:

Section 1. Subdivision 4 of section 365-h of the social services |aw,
as added by section 20 of part B of chapter 109 of the laws of 2010, is
amended to read as foll ows:

4. The commi ssioner of health is authorized to assunme responsibility
froma local social services official for the provision and reinburse-
ment of transportation costs wunder this section. If the conm ssioner
el ects to assune such responsibility, the comm ssioner shall notify the
| ocal social services official in witing as to the election, the date
upon which the election shall be effective and such information as to
transition of responsibilities as the comm ssioner deens prudent. The
commi ssioner is authorized to contract with a transportati on manager or
managers to nmanage transportation services in any |ocal social services
district. Any transportation nanager or nanagers selected by the comm s-
sioner to nanage transportation services shall have proven experience in
coordi nating transportation services in a geographic and denographic
area simlar to the area in New York state within which the contractor
woul d nanage the provision of services wunder this section. Such a
contract or contracts may include responsibility for: review, approval
and processing of transportation orders; managenent of the appropriate
| evel of transportation based on docunented patient nedical need; and
devel opnent of new technologies leading to efficient transportation
services. |If the commi ssioner elects to assune such responsibility from
a local social services district, the comm ssioner shall exam ne and, if
appropriate, adopt quality assurance nmeasures that nay include, but are
not limted to, global positioning tracking systemreporting require-
ments and service verification nechanisns. Any and all reinbursenent
rates devel oped by transportati on nanagers under this subdivision shal
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be subject to the review and approval of the commissioner. [Notwith-
standing any inconsistent provision of sections one hundred twel ve and
one hundred sixty-three of the state finance |aw, or section one hundred
forty-two of the econom c devel opnent |aw, or any other law, the comm s-
sioner is authorized to enter into a contract or contracts under this
subdi vi sion without a conpetitive bid or request for proposal process,
provi ded, however, that:

(a) the departnment shall post on its website, for a period of no | ess
than thirty days:

(i) a description of the proposed services to be provided pursuant to
the contract or contracts;

(ii) the criteria for selection of a contractor or contractors;

(ii1) the period of time during which a prospective contractor my
seek selection, which shall be no less than thirty days after such
information is first posted on the website; and

(iv) the manner by which a prospective contractor nmay seek such
sel ection, which may include subni ssion by el ectronic neans;

(b) all reasonabl e and responsive submi ssions that are received from
prospective contractors in tinmely fashion shall be reviewed by the
conm ssi oner; and

(c) the comm ssioner shall select such contractor or contractors that,
in his or her discretion, are best suited to serve the purposes of this
section] FOR EACH CONTRACT UNDER THI'S SUBDI VI SION, THE COWM SSI ONER
SHALL | SSUE A REQUEST FOR PROPOSAL AND SELECT A TRANSPORTATI ON MANAGER
PURSUANT TO A COWPETI Tl VE BI DDI NG PROCESS. EACH BI DDER MUST | NCLUDE | N
ITS BID, ALIST OF ALL ENTITIES, PUBLIC AND PRIVATE, WHCH IT HAS
CONTRACTED W TH OVER THE PAST TEN YEARS, | NCLUDI NG AN | NDI VI DUAL CONTACT
FROM EACH ENTITY. THE COW SSIONER SHALL CONSI DER, | N SELECTI NG SUCH
TRANSPORTATI ON MANAGERS, THE ABI LI TY TO DELI VER APPROPRI ATE LEVELS OF
SERVI CE, THE TRANSPORTATION MANAGER S PAST RECORD IN AND QUT OF THI' S
STATE, AS WELL AS THE TRANSPORTATI ON MANAGER S DEMONSTRATI ON THAT I T HAS
EFFECTI VELY MANAGED A SIM LAR AREA I N TERVS OF POPULATI ON, GEOGRAPHY AND
DEMOGRAPHI CS AND THAT | T WLL BE ABLE TO ADOPT POLI CIES AND PROCEDURES
THAT WLL BE USED TO PROTECT TRANSPORTATI ON PROVI DERS FROM UNFAI R AND
RETALI ATORY ACTIONS, AS WELL AS PROTECT |ITS MEDI CAID RECIPIENTS AND
CUSTOMVERS

S 2. This act shall take effect immediately; provided that the anend-
nments to section 365-h of the social services |law, nade by section one
of this act, shall not affect the expiration and repeal of anmendnents
thereto by part B of chapter 109 of the laws of 2010, and shall expire
and be deened repeal ed therewth.



