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STATE OF NEW YORK

7973
I N SENATE
May 27, 2010

Introduced by Sen. DUANE -- read twi ce and ordered printed, and when
printed to be committed to the Conmittee on Health

AN ACT to anend the public health law, in relation to health-related
| egal services programs

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK, REPRESENTED I N SENATE AND ASSEM
BLY, DO ENACT AS FOLLOWE:

Section 1. The public health | aw is amended by addi ng a new section 22
to read as foll ows:

S 22. HEALTH RELATED LEGAL SERVI CES PROGRAM 1. THERE |S HEREBY
ESTABLI SHED IN THE DEPARTMENT A HEALTH RELATED LEGAL SERVI CES GRANT
PROGRAM (REFERRED TO IN THIS SECTION AS THE "GRANT PROGRAM'), WH CH
SHALL MAKE GRANTS TO ORGAN ZATIONS (REFERRED TO IN THI S SECTI ON AS A
"HEALTH RELATED LEGAL SERVI CES PROGRAM' OR A "PROGRAM') THAT ARE A
COLLABORATI ON BETWEEN HEALTH CARE SERVI CE PROVI DERS AND LEGAL SERVI CES
PROGRAMS TO PROVI DE ON SI TE LEGAL SERVI CES W THOUT CHARGE TO ASSI ST, ON
A VOLUNTARY BASIS, |INCOVE ELIG@BLE PATIENTS AND THEIR FAMLIES TO
RESOLVE LEGAL MATTERS OR NEEDS THAT HAVE AN | MPACT ON PATI ENT HEALTH OR
ARE CREATED OR AGGRAVATED BY A PATIENT'S HEALTH. FOR THE PURPOCSE OF THI S
SECTI ON, LEGAL MATTERS MAY | NCLUDE, BUT SHALL NOT BE LIM TED TO

(A) HOUSI NG, | NCLUDI NG UTI LI TI ES;

(B) PUBLI C OR PRI VATE HEALTH | NSURANCE COVERAGE;

(C) EMPLOYMENT AND ELI A BILITY FOR EMPLOYMENT BENEFI TS;

(D) GOVERNVENT BENEFI TS;

(E) 1 MM GRATI ON;

(F) FAMLY LAW INCLUDING BUT NOT LIMTED TO DQOVESTI C VI OLENCE,
GUARDI ANSHI P, CUSTODY, AND CHI LD SUPPORT;

(G ADVANCE PLANNI NG, |INCLUDING BUT NOT LIMTED TO WLLS, HEALTH
CARE PROXI ES, PONERS OF ATTORNEY AND PERMANENCY PLANNI NG

(H) SPECI AL EDUCATI ON; AND

(1) DEBTOR AND CREDI TOR | SSUES.

2. THE DEPARTMENT SHALL WORK W TH LEGAL SERVI CES ORGANI ZATI ONS, COWMJ
NI TY HEALTH ADVOCACY ORGANI ZATI ONS, HOSPI TALS, DI AGNOSTI C AND TREATMENT
CENTERS AND OTHER PRI MARY AND SPECI ALTY HEALTH CARE PROVI DERS, TO ESTAB-
LI SH STANDARDS AND GUI DELI NES FOR HEALTH RELATED LEGAL SERVI CES PROGRAMS

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in I TALICS (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[ ] is oldlawto be onmtted.
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TO BE FUNDED BY THE GRANT PROGRAM THE COWMM SSI ONER MAY MAKE REGULATI ONS
THAT MAY BE NECESSARY FOR THE | MPLEMENTATI ON OF THI' S SECTI ON.

3. (A) THE COW SSI ONER | S AUTHORI ZED, W THI N AMOUNTS APPROPRI ATED FOR
TH'S PURPCSE, TO MAKE GRANTS TO HEALTH RELATED LEGAL SERVI CES PROGRAMS
UNDER THI S SECTI ON.

(B) A HEALTH RELATED LEGAL SERVI CES PROGRAM SHALL BE A NOT- FOR- PROFI T
ENTI TY OPERATED BY OR AFFI LI ATED W TH ONE OR MORE LEGAL SERVI CES ORGAN-
| ZATI ONS, LAW SCHOOLS, SOCI AL SERVI CES ORGANI ZATIONS, OR HEALTH CARE
PROVI DERS, AND IT SHALL COVPLY W TH THE STANDARDS, GUI DELI NES AND REGU
LATI ONS UNDER THI S SECTI ON.

(© FUNDS PROVI DED TO A PROGRAM UNDER THI S SECTION SHALL BE USED IN
ACCORDANCE W TH STANDARDS, GUIDELINES AND REGULATIONS OF THE GRANT
PROGRAM FOR PURPOSES UNDER SUBDI VI SION ONE OF THIS SECTION WHI CH MAY
I NCLUDE BUT ARE NOT LIMTED TO  PERSONNEL, RENT, COVMUNI TY OUTREACH,
AND OFFI CE OPERATI ON AND EQUI PMENT.

(D) GRANTS UNDER THI S SECTI ON SHALL BE AWARDED BY THE COW SSI ONER
THROUGH A COWPETI Tl VE APPLI CATI ON PROCESS. | N MAKI NG AWARDS, THE COW S-
S| ONER SHALL CONSI DER THE FOLLOW NG

(1) ABILITY AND EXPERI ENCE OF THE APPLI CANT TO PROVI DE H GH QUALI TY
HEALTH RELATED LEGAL SERVI CES, THE NEEDS OF THE POPULATI ON TO BE SERVED,
AND THE EXTENT TO WHI CH THE PROGRAM W LL MEET THOSE NEEDS;

(1'l) STATEW DE GEOGRAPHI C DI STRI BUTI ON OF PROGRAMS; AND

(1'1'l) THE EXTENT TO WHI CH THE APPLI CANT HAS ACCESS TO OR WLL BE
SUPPORTED BY ADDI TI ONAL OR ALTERNATI VE FI NANCI NG FOR THE PROGRAM

4. THE COW SSI ONER SHALL ANNUALLY REPORT TO THE GOVERNOR AND THE
LEG SLATURE ON THE OPERATI ON AND EFFECTI VENESS OF THE GRANT PROGRAM

S 2. This act shall take effect imediately.



