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2009- 2010 Regul ar Sessi ons
I N SENATE
January 15, 2009

Introduced by Sen. ALESI -- read twice and ordered printed, and when
printed to be committed to the Conmittee on Education

AN ACT to anend the education law, in relation to prohibiting the use,
pur chase and storage of elenental nercury by schools; and to anend the
public health law, in relation to directing the comm ssioner of health
to conpile and distribute nmaterials for schools on the hazards of
el enental nercury and actions which nay be taken to reduce such
hazar ds

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK, REPRESENTED | N SENATE AND ASSEM
BLY, DO ENACT AS FOLLOWE:

Section 1. The education |aw is anmended by addi ng a new section 409-]
to read as foll ows:

S 409-J. ELIMNATION OF THE USE OF ELEMENTAL MERCURY. 1. EXCEPT AS
OTHERW SE PROVIDED I N SUBDI VISION TWO OF THIS SECTION, NO PUBLIC OR
PRI VATE SCHOOL OR EDUCATI ONAL | NSTI TUTION IN THI S STATE SHALL PURCHASE
USE OR STORE ANY QUANTITY OF FREE FLOWNG ELEMENTAL MERCURY FOR ANY
PURPCSE, NOR PURCHASE, USE OR STORE ANY | NSTRUMENT WHI CH CONTAI NS MERCU
RY I NCLUDING BUT NOT LIMTED TO, THERMOVETERS, BAROVETERS, SPHYGVOWA-
NOVETERS AND MANOVETERS

2. | F NO REASONABLY ACCEPTABLE, MERCURY- FREE ALTERNATIVE EXI STS FOR
ANY | NSTRUVENT PRCHI BI TED BY SUBDI VI SION ONE OF THI' S SECTI ON, A SCHOOL
OR EDUCATI ONAL I NSTI TUTION MAY USE SUCH TYPE OF | NSTRUMENT WH CH
CONTAINS THE LOAEST MERCURY CONTENT READI LY AVAI LABLE ON THE MARKET.

3. THE COW SSI ONER, | N CONSULTATI ON W TH THE COVMM SSI ONER OF ENVI RON-
MENTAL CONSERVATI ON, SHALL PROMULGATE RULES AND REGULATI ONS REQUI RI NG
PUBLI C AND PRI VATE SCHOOLS AND EDUCATI ONAL | NSTI TUTIONS I N THI S STATE TO
DI SPOSE OF OR RECYCLE ANY QUANTI TY OF ELEMENTAL MERCURY AND | NSTRUMENTS
CONTAINING MERCURY |IN A MANNER WHI CH IS LEAST HARMFUL TO THE ENVI RON-
VENT.

S 2. Section 206 of the public health law is anmended by adding a new
subdi vision 26 to read as foll ows:

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in I TALICS (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[ ] is oldlawto be onmtted.
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26. THE COW SSI ONER SHALL COWPILE, PRODUCE AND DI STRI BUTE TO ALL
PUBLI C AND PRI VATE SCHOOLS AND EDUCATI ONAL SCHOOLS IN THI S STATE, MATE-
RIALS EXPLAINING THE HAZARDS CREATED BY ELEMENTAL MERCURY AND ACTI ONS
THAT MAY BE TAKEN TO REDUCE SUCH HAZARDS.

S 3. This act shall take effect imedi ately, except that section one
of this act shall take effect on the first of July next succeeding the
date on which it shall have becone a | aw



