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STATE OF NEW YORK
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2009- 2010 Regul ar Sessi ons
I N SENATE
January 15, 2009

Introduced by Sen. ALESI -- read twice and ordered printed, and when
printed to be committed to the Conmittee on Education

AN ACT to anend the education law, in relation to naking election day a
school hol i day

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK, REPRESENTED | N SENATE AND ASSEM
BLY, DO ENACT AS FOLLOWE:

Section 1. Subdivision 8 of section 3604 of the education law, as
anended by section 46 of part H of chapter 83 of the laws of 2002, is
amended to read as foll ows:

8. No school shall be in session on a Saturday [or], a |legal holiday,
[except] general OR SPECIAL el ection day, OR Washington's birthday and
Li ncoln's birthday, and except that driver education classes may be
conducted on a Saturday. A DEFICI ENCY NOT EXCEEDI NG TWD DAYS DURI NG ANY
SCHOOL YEAR CAUSED BY A GENERAL AND/ OR SPECI AL ELECTI ON SHALL BE EXCUSED
BY THE COW SSI ONER. A deficiency not exceeding three days during any
school year caused by teachers' attendance upon conferences hel d by
superintendents of schools of city school districts or other schoo
districts enploying superintendents of schools shall be excused by the
commi ssi oner, provided however, notw thstandi ng any other provision of
law, that during the nineteen hundred ni nety-two--ninety-three through
the two thousand two--two thousand three school years and thereafter,
the comm ssioner shall excuse a deficiency not exceeding four days
during such school year caused by teachers' attendance upon conferences
hel d by such superintendents, provided that at |east two such conference
days during such school year shall be dedicated to staff attendance upon
conferences providing staff devel opnent relating to inplenentation of
the new high | earning standards and assessnents, as adopted by the board
of regents. Notw thstandi ng any other provision of law, rule or regu-
lation to the contrary, school districts may elect to use one or nore of
such allowable conference days in units of not |ess than one hour each
to provide staff devel opnent activities relating to inplenentation of
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[ ] is oldlawto be onmtted.
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the new high | earning standards and assessnents. A district naking such
el ection may provide such staff devel opment during the regularly sched-
uled daily session and apply such units to satisfy a deficiency in the
| ength of one or nore daily sessions of instruction for pupils as speci-
fied in regulations of the comm ssioner. The comm ssioner shall assure
t hat such conference days include appropriate school violence prevention
and intervention training, and may require that up to one such confer-
ence day be dedicated for such purpose.

S 2. This act shall take effect on the first of July next succeeding
the date on which it shall have beconme a | aw, provided, however, that
effective immedi ately, the addition, anendnent and/or repeal of any rule
or regul ation necessary for the inplenmentation of this act on its effec-
tive date are authorized and directed to be nade and conpl eted on or
bef ore such effective date.



