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STATE OF NEW YORK

6354
2009- 2010 Regul ar Sessi ons
I N SENATE
Decenber 21, 2009

Introduced by Sen. KLEIN -- read twi ce and ordered printed, and when
printed to be committed to the Conmttee on Rul es

AN ACT to anend the penal law, in relation to theft of a conpanion
ani mal or pet

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK, REPRESENTED | N SENATE AND ASSEM
BLY, DO ENACT AS FOLLOWE:

Section 1. The penal lawis anended by adding three new sections
165.75, 165.76 and 165.77 to read as foll ows:

S 165. 75 DEFI NI TI ONS.

AS USED |IN SECTIONS 165.76 AND 165.77 OF TH' S ARTI CLE, THE FOLLOW NG
TERMS HAVE THE FOLLOW NG DEFI NI Tl ONS:

1. THE TERM " COVPANI ON ANI MAL" OR "PET" | S DEFINED AS A DOG, CAT, OR
ANY OTHER DOVESTI CATED ANI MAL NORMALLY MAI NTAI NED | N OR NEAR THE HOUSE-
HOLD OF THE OMNER OR PERSON WHO CARES FOR SUCH DOVESTI CATED AN MAL.
"PET" OR "COVPANI ON ANI MAL" SHALL NOT | NCLUDE A "FARM ANI MAL" AS DEFI NED
IN SUBDIVISION FOUR OF SECTION THREE HUNDRED FI FTY OF THE AGRI CULTURE
AND MARKETS LAW

2. THE TERM " AGGRAVATED CRUELTY" SHALL MEAN CONDUCT WHI CH:

A. | S | NTENDED TO CAUSE EXTREME PHYSI CAL PAI N, OR

B. IS DONE OR CARRIED QUT |IN AN ESPECI ALLY DEPRAVED OR SADI STIC
MANNER.

S 165.76 PET THEFT I N THE SECOND DEGREE.

1. APERSON IS GULTY OF PET THEFT IN THE SECOND DEGREE WHEN HE STEALS
A COVPANI ON ANI MAL OR PET.

2. NOTHI NG CONTAINED IN THI' S SECTI ON SHALL BE CONSTRUED TO PROHI BI T OR
| NTERFERE | N ANY WAY W TH ANYONE LAWFULLY ENGAGED | N HUNTI NG TRAPPI NG
OR FI SHI NG, AS PROVIDED I N ARTI CLE ELEVEN OF THE ENVI RONMENTAL CONSERVA-
TION LAW THE DI SPATCH OF RABID OR DI SEASED AN MALS, AS PROVIDED IN
ARTI CLE TWENTY- ONE OF THE PUBLI C HEALTH LAW OR THE DI SPATCH OF ANI MALS
POSI NG A THREAT TO HUMAN SAFETY OR OTHER ANI MALS, WHERE SUCH ACTION IS
OTHERW SE LEGALLY AUTHORI ZED, OR ANY PROPERLY CONDUCTED SClI ENTI FI C

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in I TALICS (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[ ] is oldlawto be onmtted.
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TESTS, EXPERI MENTS, OR |INVESTIGATIONS |INVOLVING THE USE OF LIVING
ANI MALS, PERFORMED OR CONDUCTED | N LABORATORI ES OR | NSTI TUTI ONS APPROVED
FOR SUCH PURPOCSES BY THE COW SSI ONER OF HEALTH PURSUANT TO SECTI ON
THREE HUNDRED FI FTY- THREE OF THE AGRI CULTURE AND MARKETS LAW

PET THEFT IN THE SECOND DEGREE | S A CLASS E FELONY.
S 165.77 PET THEFT IN THE FI RST DEGREE.

1. APERSON IS GULTY OF PET THEFT IN THE FI RST DEGREE WHEN HE COWM TS
PET THEFT IN THE SECOND DEGREE, AND WHEN:

A. SUCH ANI MAL | S SCLD FOR SCI ENTI FI C RESEARCH PURPOSES; OR

B. WTH NO JUSTIFIABLE PURPCSE, HE OR SHE | NTENTI ONALLY KILLS OR
| NTENTI ONALLY CAUSES SERI QUS PHYSI CAL | NJURY TO SUCH COVPANI ON ANl MAL OR
PET W TH AGGRAVATED CRUELTY.

2. NOTHI NG CONTAINED IN THI S SECTI ON SHALL BE CONSTRUED TO PROHI BI T OR
| NTERFERE | N ANY WAY W TH ANYONE LAWFULLY ENGAGED | N HUNTI NG, TRAPPI NG
OR FI SHI NG, AS PROVIDED I N ARTI CLE ELEVEN OF THE ENVI RONMENTAL CONSERVA-
TION LAW THE DI SPATCH OF RABID OR DI SEASED ANI MALS, AS PROVIDED I N
ARTI CLE TWENTY- ONE OF THE PUBLI C HEALTH LAW OR THE DI SPATCH OF AN MALS
POSING A THREAT TO HUMAN SAFETY OR OTHER ANI MALS, WHERE SUCH ACTION IS
OTHERW SE LEGALLY AUTHORI ZED, OR ANY PROPERLY CONDUCTED SClIENTIFIC
TESTS, EXPERI MENTS, OR |NVESTIGATIONS |INVOLVING THE USE OF LIVING
ANI MALS, PERFORMED OR CONDUCTED | N LABORATORI ES OR | NSTI TUTI ONS APPROVED
FOR SUCH PURPOSES BY THE COWMM SSI ONER OF HEALTH PURSUANT TO SECTI ON
THREE HUNDRED FI FTY- THREE OF THE AGRI CULTURE AND MARKETS LAW

PET THEFT IN THE FI RST DEGREE | S A CLASS D FELONY.

S 2. This act shall take effect imediately.



