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2009- 2010 Regul ar Sessi ons
I N SENATE
Cct ober 14, 2009

Introduced by Sen. VALESKY -- read twi ce and ordered printed, and when
printed to be committed to the Conmttee on Rul es

AN ACT to anend the agriculture and markets law, in relation to penal-
ties for cruelty to aninmals

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK, REPRESENTED | N SENATE AND ASSEM
BLY, DO ENACT AS FOLLOWE:

Section 1. The two undesi gnated paragraphs of section 353 of the agri-
culture and markets | aw are desi gnated subdivisions 1 and 2, and subdi -
vision 1, as anmended by chapter 523 of the | aws of 2005, is anended to
read as foll ows:

1. A person who overdrives, overloads, tortures or cruelly beats or
unjustifiably injures, mins, nutilates or kills any animl, whether
wild or tanme, and whether belonging to hinself or to another, or
deprives any ani mal of necessary sustenance, food or drink, or neglects
or refuses to furnish it such sustenance or drink, or causes, procures
or permts any animal to be overdriven, overloaded, tortured, cruelly
beaten, or unjustifiably injured, mainmed, nutilated or killed, or to be
deprived of necessary food or drink, or who wilfully sets on foot,
i nstigates, engages in, or in any way furthers any act of cruelty to any
animal, or any act tending to produce such cruelty[,]: (A IF FOUND TO
DO SO W TH NEGLI GENCE OR RECKLESSNESS, is guilty of a class A m sdenea-
nor and for purposes of paragraph (b) of subdivision one of section
160. 10 of the crimnal procedure law, shall be treated as a m sdeneanor
defined in the penal law, OR (B) IF FOUND TO DO SO | NTENTIONALLY, IS
GUILTY OF A CLASS E FELONY AS DEFI NED I N THE PENAL LAW

S 2. Subdivision 3 of section 353-a of the agriculture and markets
| aw, as added by chapter 118 of the |laws of 1999, is anended to read as
fol | ows:

3. Aggravated cruelty to animals is a felony. A defendant convicted of
this offense shall be [sentenced pursuant to paragraph (b) of subdivi-
sion one of section 55.10 of the penal |aw provided, however, that any

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in I TALICS (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[ ] is oldlawto be onmtted.
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term of inprisonment inposed for violation of this section shall be a

definite sentence,

whi ch nmay not exceed two years] CONVICTED OF A CLASS

D FELONY AS DEFI NED | N THE PENAL LAW
S 3. This act shall take effect on the first of Novenber next succeed-
ing the date on which it shall have becone a | aw.



