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STATE OF NEW YORK

597
2009- 2010 Regul ar Sessi ons
I N SENATE
January 9, 2009

Introduced by Sen. MARCELLINO -- read tw ce and ordered printed, and
when printed to be conmtted to the Cormittee on Education

AN ACT to anend the education law, in relation to requiring fixed
percentages of school district budgets to be wused for classroom
expenses

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK, REPRESENTED | N SENATE AND ASSEM
BLY, DO ENACT AS FOLLOWE:

Section 1. The education |aw is anmended by addi ng a new section 1527-a
to read as foll ows:

S 1527-A SCHOOL BUDGET CLASSROOM EXPENSES. 1. FOR PURPCSES OF THI S
SECTI ON, THE COWM SSI ONER | S HEREBY AUTHORI ZED AND DI RECTED TO PROMUL-
GATE RULES AND REGULATI ONS TO DEFI NE THE TERM " CLASSROOM EXPENSES" AND
TO | DENTI FY THOSE EXPENSES AT A SCHOOL DI STRICT WHI CH SHALL QUALIFY AS
CLASSROOM EXPENSES.

2. BEGNNING WTH THE TWO THOUSAND TEN-- TWO THOUSAND ELEVEN SCHOOL
YEAR AND EVERY SCHOOL YEAR THEREAFTER, THE SCHOOL DI STRICT BUDGET FOR
EACH SCHOOL DI STRICT IN THI S STATE SHALL, AT A M NIMJM PROVI DE A FI XED
PERCENTAGE AMOUNT OF SUCH BUDGET THAT SHALL BE DEDI CATED AND UTI LI ZED
FOR CLASSROOM EXPENSES W THI N SUCH SCHOOL DI STRI CT, AS FOLLOWS

A FOR THE TWO THOUSAND TEN- - TWO THOUSAND ELEVEN SCHOOL YEAR, SUCH
FI XED PERCENTAGE AMOUNT SHALL BE Sl XTY- FI VE PERCENT OF THE TOTAL SCHOOL
DI STRI CT BUDGET;

B. FOR THE TWDO THOUSAND ELEVEN-- TWO THOUSAND TWELVE SCHOOL YEAR, SUCH
FI XED PERCENTAGE AMOUNT SHALL BE SEVENTY PERCENT OF THE TOTAL SCHOOL
DI STRI CT BUDGET; AND

C. FOR THE TWO THOUSAND TWELVE- - TWD THOUSAND THI RTEEN SCHOOL YEAR AND
EACH SCHOOL YEAR THEREAFTER, SUCH FIXED PERCENTAGE AMOUNT SHALL BE
SEVENTY- FI VE PERCENT OF THE TOTAL SCHOOL DI STRI CT BUDGET

3. ANY SCHOOL DISTRICT WH CH PROVIDES LESS THAN THE REQUI RED FI XED
PERCENTAGE AMOUNT FOR CLASSROOM EXPENSES SET FORTH I N SUBDI VI SI ON TWO OF
THI S SECTI ON FOR ANY SCHOOL YEAR SHALL | NCREASE THAT PORTION OF ITS

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in I TALICS (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[ ] is oldlawto be onmtted.
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BUDGET DEDI CATED AND UTI LI ZED FOR CLASSROOM EXPENSES BY A M NIl MUM OF TWD
PERCENT EACH YEAR UNTIL SUCH SCHOOL DI STRICT IS I N COVPLI ANCE W TH THE
REQUI REMENTS OF THI S SECTI ON.

4. |F ANY SCHOOL DI STRICT I'S UNABLE TO COWPLY W TH THE PROVI SI ONS OF
THI S SECTI ON FOR ANY SCHOOL YEAR, SUCH SCHOOL DI STRI CT MAY APPLY TO THE
COW SSIONER FOR A WAI VER FROM THE PROVI SIONS OF THI' S SECTI ON FOR SUCH
SCHOOL YEAR. UPON A FINDING BY THE COW SSI ONER THAT SPECI AL Cl RCUM
STANCES EXI ST THAT JUSTIFY SUCH NONCOWPLI ANCE, THE COWM SSI ONER SHALL
GRANT SUCH WAI VER FOR SUCH SCHOOL YEAR. SUCH WAI VER SHALL BE RENEWABLE
ON A YEAR TO VYEAR BASIS UPON A FI NDI NG BY THE COW SSI ONER THAT SUCH
SPECI AL Cl RCUMSTANCES CONTI NUE TO EXI ST.

S 2. This act shall take effect imediately.



