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STATE OF NEW YORK

5945
2009- 2010 Regul ar Sessi ons
I N SENATE
June 19, 2009

Introduced by Sen. FOLEY -- read twice and ordered printed, and when
printed to be committed to the Conmttee on Rul es

AN ACT to anend the election law, in relation to authorizing registra-
tion records of victins of donestic violence to be kept confidenti al
in certain cases

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK, REPRESENTED | N SENATE AND ASSEM
BLY, DO ENACT AS FOLLOWE:

Section 1. The election law is anended by addi ng a new section 5-508
to read as foll ows:

S 5-508. CONFI DENTI ALI TY OF REQ STRATI ON RECORDS | N CERTAI N CASES. 1.
FOR PURPCSES OF THI S SECTI ON:

(A "VICTIM OF DOVESTIC VIOLENCE" MEANS ANY PERSON OVER THE AGE OF
S| XTEEN, ANY MARRI ED PERSON, OR ANY PARENT ACCOWANIED BY H S OR HER
MNOR CH LD OR CHLDREN IN SITUATIONS |IN WH CH SUCH PERSON OR SUCH
PERSON S CHILD IS A VICTIM OF AN ACT WH CH WOULD CONSTI TUTE A VI OLATI ON
OF THE PENAL LAW INCLUDING BUT NOT LIMTED TO ACTS CONSTI TUTI NG
DI SORDERLY CONDUCT, HARASSMENT, MENACI NG, RECKLESS ENDANGERMENT, KI DNAP-
PI NG ASSAULT, ATTEMPTED ASSAULT, OR ATTEMPTED MURDER; AND

(1) SUCH ACT OR ACTS HAVE RESULTED IN ACTUAL PHYSICAL OR EMOTI ONAL
I NJURY OR HAVE CREATED A SUBSTANTI AL RI SK OF PHYSI CAL OR EMOTI ONAL HARM
TO SUCH PERSON OR SUCH PERSON S CHI LD; AND

(1'l) SUCH ACT OR ACTS ARE OR ARE ALLEGED TO HAVE BEEN COW TTED BY A
FAM LY OR HOUSEHOLD MEMBER.

(B) "FAM LY OR HOUSEHOLD MEMBERS' MEAN THE FOLLOW NG | NDI VI DUALS:

(1) PERSONS RELATED BY CONSANGUI NI TY OR AFFI NI TY;

(1'l) PERSONS LEGALLY MARRI ED TO ONE ANOTHER;

(1'1'l) PERSONS FORMERLY MARRI ED TO ONE ANOTHER REGARDLESS OF WHETHER OR
NOT THEY STILL RESIDE |IN THE SAME HOUSEHOLD;

(1V) PERSONS WHO HAVE A CHI LD I N COWON REGARDLESS OF WHETHER OR NOT
SUCH PERSONS ARE MARRI ED OR HAVE LI VED TOGETHER AT ANY TI MVE;

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in I TALICS (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[ ] is oldlawto be onmtted.
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PERSONS WHO ARE NOT RELATED BY CONSANGUI NI TY OR AFFINITY AND WHO
ARE OR HAVE BEEN I N AN | NTI MATE RELATI ONSHI P REGARDLESS OF WHETHER SUCH
PERSONS HAVE LI VED TOGETHER AT ANY TIME. FACTORS THE COURT MAY CONSI DER
IN DETERM NING WHETHER A RELATIONSHI P 1S AN "I NTI MATE RELATI ONSHI P"
INCLUDE BUT ARE NOT LIMTED TO THE NATURE OR TYPE OF RELATI ONSHI P,
REGARDLESS OF WHETHER THE RELATI ONSHI P |'S SEXUAL | N NATURE; THE FREQUEN-
CY OF | NTERACTI ON BETWEEN THE PERSONS; AND THE DURATI ON OF THE RELATI ON-
SHI P. NEI THER A CASUAL ACQUAI NTANCE NOR ORDI NARY FRATERNI ZATI ON BETWEEN
TWO |INDIVIDUALS IN BUSINESS OR SOCIAL CONTEXTS SHALL BE DEEMED TO
CONSTI TUTE AN "I NTI MATE RELATI ONSHI P" .

(V) ANY OTHER CATEGORY OF | NDI VI DUALS DEEMED TO BE A VI CTI M OF DOVES-
TIC VIOLENCE AS DEFINED BY THE OFFI CE OF CHI LDREN AND FAM LY SERVI CES
I N REGULATI ON.

2. UPON APPLI CATION MADE TO A COUNTY COURT, I N THE COUNTY WHEREI N A
VI CTI M OF DOVESTI C VI OLENCE | S REA STERED PURSUANT TO THIS ARTICLE, OR
THE SUPREME COURT, IN THE CI TY OF NEW YORK, THE COURT MAY | SSUE AN ORDER
REQUI RING THAT ANY REGQ STRATI ON RECORD KEPT OR MAI NTAI NED | N ACCORDANCE
WTH TH S ARTI CLE W TH RESPECT TO SUCH AN | NDI VI DUAL BE KEPT SEPARATE
AND APART FROM OTHER REG STRATI ON RECORDS AND NOT BE MADE AVAI LABLE FOR
| NSPECTI ON OR COPYI NG BY THE PUBLI C OR ANY OTHER PERSON, EXCEPT ELECTI ON
OFFI CI ALS ACTING WTHI N THE COURSE AND SCOPE OF THEIR OFFICI AL DUTIES
AND ONLY AS PERTI NENT AND NECESSARY | N CONNECTI ON THEREW TH.

S 2. This act shall take effect imediately.



