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STATE OF NEW YORK

5923
2009- 2010 Regul ar Sessi ons
I N SENATE
June 18, 2009

Introduced by Sen. PARKER -- read twi ce and ordered printed, and when
printed to be committed to the Conmttee on Rul es

AN ACT to anend the civil rights law, in relation to providing a civil
remedy for victins of bias-related violence or intimdations

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK, REPRESENTED | N SENATE AND ASSEM
BLY, DO ENACT AS FOLLOWE:

Section 1. The civil rights law is anmended by adding a new section
79-n to read as foll ows:

S 79-N. Bl AS- RELATED VI OLENCE OR | NTI M DATION, CIVIL REMEDY. 1. THE
FOLLOW NG DEFI NI TI ONS ARE APPLI CABLE TO THI' S SECTI ON:

(A) THE TERM "DI SABI LI TY" MEANS A PHYSI CAL OR MENTAL | MPAI RVENT THAT
SUBSTANTI ALLY LIM TS A MAJOR LI FE ACTI VI TY.

(B) THE TERM "AGE" MEANS SI XTY YEARS OF AGE OR MORE.

(C©) THE TERM " SEXUAL ORI ENTATI ON' MEANS A PERSON S ACTUAL OR PERCEI VED
HOMOSEXUALI TY, HETEROSEXUALI TY, OR BI SEXUALI TY.

(D) THE TERM "GENDER' MEANS A PERSON S ACTUAL OR PERCEI VED SEX AND
SHALL | NCLUDE A PERSON S GENDER | DENTI TY OR EXPRESSI ON.

2. ANY PERSON WWHO | NTENTI ONALLY SELECTS A PERSON OR PROPERTY FOR HARM
OR CAUSES DAMAGE TO THE PROPERTY OF ANOTHER OR CAUSES PHYSI CAL | NJURY OR
DEATH TO ANOTHER I N WHOLE OR | N SUBSTANTI AL PART BECAUSE OF A BELI EF OR
PERCEPTI ON REGARDI NG THE RACE, COLOR, NATI ONAL ORI G N, ANCESTRY, GENDER,
RELI G ON, RELI G OQUS PRACTI CE, AGE, DI SABILITY OR SEXUAL ORI ENTATION OF A
PERSON, REGARDLESS OF WHETHER THE BELI EF OR PERCEPTI ON | S CORRECT, SHALL
BE LI ABLE, IN A CIVIL ACTI ON OR PROCEEDI NG MAI NTAI NED BY SUCH | NDI VI DUAL
OR GROUP OF | NDI VI DUALS, FOR I NJUNCTI VE RELI EF, DAMAGES, OR ANY OTHER
APPROPRI ATE RELIEF IN LAWOR EQU TY. |F IT SHALL APPEAR TO THE SATI S-
FACTI ON OF THE COURT OR JUSTICE THAT THE RESPONDENT HAS, |IN FACT,
VIOLATED THI'S SECTION, AN | NJUNCTION MAY BE | SSUED BY SUCH COURT OR
JUSTICE, ENJO NING AND RESTRAINING ANY FURTHER VI COLATION, W THOUT
REQUI RING PROOF THAT ANY PERSON HAS, | N FACT, BEEN | NJURED OR DAMAGED
THEREBY.

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in I TALICS (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[ ] is oldlawto be onmtted.
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3. WHENEVER THERE SHALL BE A VI OLATION OF THI S SECTI ON, AN APPLI CATI ON
MAY BE MADE BY THE ATTORNEY GENERAL IN THE NAME OF THE PEOPLE OF THE
STATE OF NEW YORK TO A COURT OR JUSTI CE HAVI NG JURI SDI CTI ON FOR AN
| NJUNCTI ON TO ENJO N AND RESTRAI N THE CONTI NUANCE OF SUCH ACTIVITY. IN
CONNECTI ON W TH ANY SUCH APPLI CATI ON, THE ATTORNEY GENERAL | S AUTHORI ZED
TO TAKE PROOF AND DETERM NE THE RELEVANT FACTS AND TO | SSUE SUBPCENAS | N
ACCORDANCE W TH THE CI VIL PRACTI CE LAW AND RULES.

4. I N ANY SUCH ACTI ON OR PROCEEDI NG, THE COURT, IN I TS DI SCRETI ON, MAY
ALLOW THE PARTY COMMVENCI NG SUCH ACTI ON OR PROCEEDI NG | F SUCH PARTY
PREVAI LS, REASONABLE ATTORNEYS' FEES AS PART OF THE COSTS.

S 2. This act shall take effect on the thirtieth day after it shall
have becone a | aw



