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STATE OF NEW YORK

5911
2009- 2010 Regul ar Sessi ons
I N SENATE
June 18, 2009

Introduced by Sen. OPPENHEI MER -- (at request of the Governor) -- read
twice and ordered printed, and when printed to be comitted to the
Conmittee on Rul es

AN ACT to anend the education law, in relation to paperwork reduction,
and elimnating certain reporting requirenents; and repealing section
805, clause (e) of subparagraph 5 of paragraph b of subdivision 1 of
section 4402 and paragraph b of subdivision 1 of section 4452 of such
|l aw rel ating thereto

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK, REPRESENTED | N SENATE AND ASSEM
BLY, DO ENACT AS FOLLOWE:

Section 1. The education |aw is anmended by addi ng a new section 101-b
to read as foll ows:

S 101-B. PAPERWORK REDUCTION. 1. IT SHALL BE THE DUTY OF THE COW S-
SI ONER TO REDUCE THE PAPERWORK BURDEN ON SCHOOL DI STRI CTS BY ELI M NATI NG
AND AVO DI NG DUPLI CATI VE REPORTI NG REQUI REMENTS AND BY CONSOLI DATI NG
PLANS, REPORTS AND APPLI CATI ONS, WHERE POSSI BLE AND CONSI STENT W TH LAW
THE COWVM SSI ONER SHALL CONFORM STATE REPORTI NG AND PLANNI NG REQUI REMENTS
TO FEDERAL REQUI REMENTS WHERE POSSI BLE, AND SHALL SEEK FEDERAL WAl VERS
VHERE NEEDED TO ALI GN STATE AND FEDERAL REQUI REMENTS. NOTHING IN THI'S
SECTI ON SHALL BE CONSTRUED TO EXCUSE THE COWM SSI ONER OR THE BOARD OF
REGENTS FROM OR OIHERWSE LIMT, REPORTING OF |NFORVATION BY THE
DEPARTMENT TO THE LEG SLATURE OR THE GOVERNOR UNDER ANY OTHER LAW

2. THE COW SSIONER SHALL REDUCE THE NUMBER OF PLANS, REPORTS AND
APPLI CATI ONS REQUI RED BY LAW OF SCHOOL DI STRI CTS BY ESTABLI SHI NG STREAM
LI NED AND UNI FI ED ELECTRONI C DATA COLLECTION SYSTEMS WH CH ELI M NATE
REDUNDANT REPORTI NG CONNECT PLANNI NG AND REPORTI NG AND WHI CH FOCUS ON
COLLECTI NG DATA AND REQUI RI NG PLANNI NG WHEN NECESSARY TO ASSURE FI SCAL
AND PROGRAMVATI C ACCOUNTABI LITY AND COWLIANCE WTH LAW TO FOSTER
CONTI NUQUS SCHOOL | MPROVEMENT AND CLOSE THE GAP BETWEEN ACTUAL AND
DESI RED STUDENT ACHI EVEMENT, AND TO ASSURE THAT SCHOOLS PROVI DE A SAFE
AND SECURE ENVI RONMENT ANDY OR PROTECT THE HEALTH AND SAFETY OF STUDENTS

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in I TALICS (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[ ] is oldlawto be onmtted.
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AND STAFF. SUCH SYSTEMS SHALL LI NK PLANNI NG AND REPORTI NG TO THE STATE
SYSTEM OF ACCOUNTABI LI TY REQUI RED UNDER FEDERAL LAW PROVIDING FOR AN
AUDI T BASED ASSESSMENT OF RI SK OF POOR STUDENT PERFORMANCE, POOR FI SCAL
PERFORVANCE OR | MPROPER MANAGEMENT OR USE OF PUBLI C FUNDS. THE COW S-
S| ONER SHALL COLLABORATE W TH SELECTED SCHOOL DI STRICTS TO PROVOTE
BETTER USE OF REQUI RED PLANNING AND REPORTI NG AND SHALL ASSURE THAT
REPORTI NG REQUI REMENTS | NCLUDE DATA WHI CH CAN BE USED TO | DENTIFY BEST
PRACTI CES. THE COW SSI ONER SHALL PROVI DE FOR THE SHARI NG OF EFFECTI VE
PLANNI NG PRACTI CES W TH SCHOCL DI STRI CTS AND, TO THE EXTENT PRACTI CABLE

PROVI DE TECHNI CAL ASSI STANCE ON THE USE OF DATA FOR PLANNING | NVOLVE
BOARDS OF COOPERATIVE EDUCATI ONAL SERVI CES AND | NSTI TUTI ONS OF HI GHER
EDUCATI ON | N PROVI DI NG TECHNI CAL ASSI STANCE ON THE USE OF DATA FOR STRA-
TEG C PLANNI NG TO SUPERI NTENDENTS OF SCHOOLS, SCHOOL BUSI NESS OFFI ClI ALS
AND TEACHERS, | NVOLVE RESEARCHERS | N DATA ANALYSI S AND EVALUATI ON, AND,

TO THE EXTENT PRACTI CABLE, PROVI DE TECHNI CAL ASSI STANCE OR TRAINING ON
THE USE OF DATA | N PLANNI NG TO SCHOOL BOARD MEMBERS

S 2. Section 805 of the education |aw i s REPEALED

S 3. Subdivision 2 of section 806 of the education |aw, as anended by
chapter 946 of the laws of 1973, is amended to read as foll ows:

2. The regents shall determ ne the subjects to be included in such
courses of instruction in highway safety and traffic regul ation includ-
ing bicycle safety, and the period of instruction in each of the grades
in such subjects. [They shall adopt rules providing for attendance upon
such instruction and for such other natters as are required for carrying
into effect the teaching of the courses of instruction prescribed by
this section. The conm ssioner of education shall be responsible for
the enforcement of such section and shall cause to be inspected and
supervise the instruction to be given in such subjects. The comm ssi oner
may, in his discretion, cause all or a portion of the public schoo
noney to be apportioned to a district or city to be withheld for failure
of the school authorities of such district or city to provide instruc-
tion in such courses and to conpel attendance upon such instruction, as
herei n prescribed, and for a nonconpliance with the rules of the regents
adopted as herein provided.]

S 4. Subdivision 5 of section 2802 of the education |aw, as added by
chapter 181 of the laws of 2000, is amended to read as foll ows:

5. By [January] APRIL first of each vyear, the comm ssioner shal
report to the governor, the legislature and the regents concerning the
preval ence of violence and disruptive incidents in the public school s[,
and the effectiveness of school prograns undertaken to reduce viol ence
and assure the safety and security of students and school personnel].
The report shall sunmarize the information available fromthe incident
reporting system and [identify specifically the schools and schoo
districts with the |east and greatest incidence of violent and disrup-
tive incidents, and the | east and nost inprovenent since the previous
year or years] COWPARE THE | NCI DENCE OF VI OLENT AND DI SRUPTI VE | NCI DENTS
OF SCHOOLS AND SCHOOL DI STRI CTS AND BOARDS W TH OTHER SCHOOLS AND SCHOOL
DI STRICTS AND BOARDS BASED ON SIMLARITY IN SIZE AND GRADE LEVELS AND
OTHER CHARACTERI STI CS, | NCLUDI NG STUDENT NEED AND RESOURCES, AS DETER-
M NED BY THE COWM SSI ONER. The report shall also, to the extent possi-
ble, relate the results available fromthe incident reporting system
together with such other analysis and information as the comm ssioner
deternmines is appropriate, to the effectiveness of school violence neas-
ures undertaken by participating schools and school districts, including
t he school codes and school safety plans required by sections twenty-
ei ght hundred one and twenty-ei ght hundred one-a of this article.
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S 5. Paragraph b of subdivision 8 of section 3602 of the education
| aw, as anended by section 16 of part B of chapter 57 of the Ilaws of
2007, is anmended to read as foll ows:

b. D strict plans of service. Any school district receiving an addi -
tional apportionment pursuant to subdivision ten of +this section for
pupils in career education prograns or a paynent in |ieu of such appor-
tionnment or having a public excess cost aid setaside pursuant to subdi-
vision four of this section shall keep on file and nake avail abl e for
public inspection and review by the conm ssioner an acceptable plan of
service describing the student outcones expected from i npl enmentation of
t he proposed plan, provided that such plan may be incorporated into a
school district's district-w de conprehensive plan. The plan of service
[submitted by] OF a school district receiving an additional apportion-
ment pursuant to this section for pupils with disabilities shall also
descri be how such district intends to ensure that all instructiona
materials to be used in the schools of such district will be made avail -
able in a usable alternative format for each student with a disability
and for each student who is a qualified individual with a disability, at
the same time as such instructional materials are available to non-di sa-
bl ed students, provided that such plan may incorporate by reference the
alternative format plans devel oped pursuant to subdivision twenty-nine-a
of section sixteen hundred four, subdivision four-a of section seventeen
hundred nine, subdivision seven-a of section twenty-five hundred three
or subdivision seven-a of section twenty-five hundred fifty-four of this
chapter. Such plans shall be in a formprescribed by the comm ssioner,
and except as heretofore provided, shall have the content prescribed by
t he conm ssioner. The conm ssioner may, from tine to time, require
amendnents of such plans as deened to be necessary and appropriate to
further the educational welfare of the pupils invol ved.

S 6. Clause (e) of subparagraph 5 of paragraph b of subdivision 1 of
section 4402 of the education |aw is REPEALED

S 7. Paragraph b of subdivision 1 of section 4452 of the education | aw
i s REPEALED.

S 8. This act shall take effect imediately.



