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STATE OF NEW YORK

5594
2009- 2010 Regul ar Sessi ons
I N SENATE
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Introduced by Sen. HUNTLEY -- read twi ce and ordered printed, and when
printed to be committed to the Conmittee on Mental Health and Devel op-
mental Disabilities

AN ACT to anend the nental hygiene law, in relation to increasing the
frequency of visitation and inspection of facilities per year

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK, REPRESENTED | N SENATE AND ASSEM
BLY, DO ENACT AS FOLLOWE:

Section 1. Subdivision (a) of section 16.11 of the nental hygi ene |aw,
as anmended by chapter 214 of the laws of 1993, is anmended to read as
fol | ows:

(a) The comm ssioner shall provide for the periodic visitation and
i nspection of each facility. Inspections shall be made as frequently as
the comm ssioner nay deem necessary but in any event such inspections
shall be made on at |east [twd] THREE occasions during each calendar
year[, at |east one of] which shall be w thout prior notice, provided,
however, that where, in the discretion of the comm ssioner, an operating
certificate has been issued to a programwith a history of conpliance
and a record of providing a high quality of care, the periodic
i nspection and visitation required by this subdivision shall be nade at
| east [once] TWCE during each calendar year provided such [visit]
VISITS shall be w thout prior notice. ANY MEMBER OR MEMBERS OF A BQOARD
OF VISITORS, APPO NTED PURSUANT TO SECTION 13.33 OF THIS TI TLE, AND ANY
OTHER |IND VIDUAL OR |IND VIDUALS THE COW SSIONER AT HIS OR HER
DI SCRETI ON APPROVES, MAY ACCOVPANY | NSPECTORS DURI NG THE STATE' S PERI OD-
IC VISITATIONS AND | NSPECTI ONS CONDUCTED PURSUANT TO THI' S SECTI ON AS
| NDEPENDENT MONI TORS

S 2. This act shall take effect inmediately.

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in I TALICS (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[ ] is oldlawto be onmtted.
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