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STATE OF NEW YORK

301
Fourth Extraordi nary Session
I N SENATE
June 25, 2009

I ntroduced by COW TTEE ON RULES -- (at request of the Governor) -- read
twice and ordered printed, and when printed to be cormitted to the
Conmittee on Rul es

AN ACT to anend the social services law, in relation to the purchase of
coverage under famly health plus by voluntary enpl oyee benefit asso-
ci ations

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK, REPRESENTED | N SENATE AND ASSEM
BLY, DO ENACT AS FOLLOWE:

Section 1. Subdivision 1 of section 369-ff of the social services |aw,
as added by chapter 95 of the laws of 2007, is anmended to read as
fol | ows:

1. (a) An enployer or [Taft-Hartley fund] OTHER DESI GNATED SPONSOR may
elect to offer famly health plus insurance plans approved under the
famly health plus program to all enployees or nenbers and famly
menbers of enployees or nenbers. If an enployer or [Taft-Hartley fund]
OTHER DESI GNATED SPONSOR chooses to offer famly health plus insurance
pl ans, the enployer or [Taft-Hartley fund] OIHER DESI GNATED SPONSOR
shall pay to the comm ssioner or the commi ssioner's designee a sum of
noney equal to at |east seventy percent of the premumor a fixed dollar
anount, as determ ned by the comm ssioner, applicable to each enrolling
enpl oyee or nenber. Each enpl oyee or nmenber who enrolls shall, through
the enployer or [Taft-Hartley fund] OTHER DESI GNATED SPONSCR, pay to the
conmmi ssi oner or the conm ssioner's designee the balance of the prem um
If the enployee's or nenber's share of the premiumis covered by the
enpl oyer sponsored health coverage or prem um assistance prograns set
forth in this title, title eleven of this article, or title one-A of
article twenty-five of the public health law, then the enployee's or
menber's share of the prem um shall be paid under such program Notwith-
standing any provision of law, rule or regulation to the contrary, the
comm ssioner may, for children under the age of twenty-one, require

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in I TALICS (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[ ] is oldlawto be onmtted.
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famly health plus insurance plans to cover all benefits covered under
title one-A of article twenty-five of the public health | aw.

(b) Where an enployer or [Taft-Hartley fund] OTHER DESI GNATED SPONSOR
chooses to offer famly health plus insurance plans under this section,
such enployer or [Taft-Hartley fund] OTHER DESI GNATED SPONSCR shal
di sseninate to all enpl oyees or nenbers information regarding enployer
sponsored health coverage or prem um assi stance prograns set forth in
this title, title eleven of this article, or title one-A of article
twenty-five of the public health law. The information shall be provided
by the conm ssioner to enployers or [Taft-Hartley funds] OTHER DESI G
NATED SPONSORS offering fam |y health insurance plans and dissem nated
by enployers or [Taft-Hartley funds] OIHER DESI GNATED SPONSORS to
enpl oyees or nenbers in a formand manner specified by the comm ssioner.

(c) Subject to federal approval, an enployer or [Taft-Hartley fund]
OTHER DESI GNATED SPONSOR choosing to offer famly health plus insurance
pl ans in accordance with paragraph (a) of this subdivision which (i) did
not previously offer health insurance to its enployees or nenbers or
(ii) currently offers health insurance to its enployees or nenbers but
the enployer's or [Taft-Hartley fund' s] OTHER DESI GNATED SPONSOR S abi | -
ity to continue to offer such coverage is in jeopardy, as determ ned by
the comm ssioner, my be eligible for state subsidies towards the cost
of its share of the premumonly for enployees or nmenbers who otherw se
may be eligible for famly health plus, child health plus or nedica
assi stance under this title, title one-A of article twenty-five of the
public health law or title eleven of this article, respectively. An
enpl oyee or nenber identified as potentially eligible for famly health
plus, <child health plus or nedical assistance through a process speci-
fied by the comm ssioner shall apply to the appropriate program for an
eligibility determnation. The availability and anount of state subsi -
di es provided pursuant to this paragraph and eligibility criteria for
such subsidies shall be determ ned by the conm ssioner. State subsidies
pursuant to this paragraph shall be cost effective relative to paynents
made under the famly health plus, child health plus and nedi cal assi st-
ance programs, whichever programis applicable.

(d) Al nroneys paid to the commi ssioner under this section shall be
deposited by the commissioner in the famly health plus enployer part-
nership account established under section ninety-one-g of the state
finance law. Notw t hstandi ng any provision of law, rule or regulation to
the contrary, the conmissioner may issue a request for proposals and
enter into one or nore contracts to admnister the billing and
col l ection of prem uns due under this section.

(e) The comm ssioner or the comm ssioner's designee is authorized to
act as a health plan coordinator between enployers or [Taft-Hartl ey
funds] OTHER DESI GNATED SPONSORS and health plans 1if the comm ssioner
deternmines that a health plan coordinator will be helpful in the effec-
tive inplenmentation of this section or in facilitating the offering of
mul tiple health plans by enployers or [Taft-Hartley funds] OTHER DESI G
NATED SPONSORS to their enpl oyees or nenbers. The commi ssioner is also
authorized to anend existing facilitated enrollment contracts if neces-
sary to inplenment this section.

(F) FOR PURPOSES OF THI S SECTI ON, THE TERM " OTHER DESI GNATED SPONSOR'
MEANS: A TAFT-HARTLEY FUND OR A VOLUNTARY EMPLOYEE BENEFI T ASSOCI ATl ON
ESTABLI SHED | N ACCORDANCE W TH THE REQUI REMENTS OF SECTI ON 501(C)(9) OF
THE FEDERAL | NTERNAL REVENUE CODE.

S 2. This act shall take effect imediately.



