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STATE OF NEW YORK

5162
2009- 2010 Regul ar Sessi ons
I N SENATE
April 27, 2009

Introduced by Sen. MORAHAN -- read twi ce and ordered printed, and when
printed to be comritted to the Conmittee on Consuner Protection

AN ACT to anend the general business law, in relation to certain hotels,
notel s and notor courts with bal conies

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK, REPRESENTED | N SENATE AND ASSEM
BLY, DO ENACT AS FOLLOWE:

Section 1. Legislative findings and intent. The |egislature finds and
declares that public 1odging accomobdations wth rental units that
i nclude balconies with railings containing balusters spaced nore than
four inches apart pose a threat to the safety of young children. The
| egi slature further finds that parents of young children occupying
rental units wth such bal conies should be made aware of the potentia
danger such bal conies may pose to young children.

Therefore, it is the intent of the legislature to require hotel, notel
and notor court operators with bal conies that do not neet the current
requirenents set forth in the New York state uniformfire prevention and
building code or building code of the city of New York, if applicable,
to post a notice in informng | odgers of such condition. This |egis-
lation shall not be construed to nean that hotel, notel or notor court
bui l dings lawfully grandfathered under the laws creating the New York
state uniformfire prevention and buil ding code and buil ding code of the
city of New York are in any way out of conpliance with such codes.

S 2. This act shall be known and may be cited as "Samy's | aw'

S 3. The general business |law is anended by addi ng a new section 204-b
to read as foll ows:

S 204-B. HOTELS W TH BALCON ES; REQUI REMENTS. 1. FOR THE PURPOSE OF
THI S SECTI ON:

(A) "COVERED RENTAL UNI T" SHALL MEAN ANY ROOM OFFERED TO THE PUBLIC
FOR LODG NG ACCOVMODATI ON THAT | NCLUDES A BALCONY, SOLELY ACCESSI BLE BY
THE OCCUPANT OR OCCUPANTS OF SUCH ROOM THAT:

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in I TALICS (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[ ] is oldlawto be onmtted.
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(1) WAS BUI LT BEFORE THE CURRENT VERSI ON OF THE NEW YORK STATE UNI FORM
FI RE PREVENTI ON AND BUI LDI NG CODE, OR THE BU LDING CODE OF THE CITY OF
NEW YORK, | F APPLI CABLE, BECAME EFFECTI VE;

(1'l) CONTAI NS BALUSTERS OR ORNAMENTAL PATTERNS S| TUATED I N SUCH A WAY
THAT SUCH BALCONY DOES NOT MEET THE CURRENT REQUI REMENTS FOR OPEN GUARDS
CONTAI NED | N THE NEW YORK STATE UNI FORM FI RE PREVENTI ON AND BUI LDI NG
CODE, OR THE BUI LDI NG CODE OF THE CI TY OF NEW YORK, | F APPLI CABLE.

(B) "NEW YORK STATE UNI FORM FI RE PREVENTI ON AND BUI LDI NG CODE" MEANS
THE UNI FORM FI RE PREVENTI ON AND BUI LDI NG CODE PROMULGATED UNDER SECTI ON
THREE HUNDRED SEVENTY- SEVEN OF THE EXECUTI VE LAW

(O "BULD NG CODE OF THE CITY OF NEW YORK" SHALL MEAN THE BUI LDI NG
CODE OF THE CI TY OF NEW YORK AS DEFINED I N TI TLES TVENTY- SEVEN AND TVEN-
TY-El GHT OF THE ADM NI STRATI VE CODE OF THE CI TY OF NEW YORK.

2. EVERY PERSQON, FIRM CORPCRATION OR LIMTED LIABILITY COWANY
ENGAGED |IN THE BUSI NESS OF FURNI SHI NG PUBLI C LODG NG ACCOMMODATI ONS | N
HOTELS, MOTELS OR MOTOR COURTS W TH COVERED RENTAL UNI TS SHALL POST |IN
ALL COVERED RENTAL UNI TS THE FOLLOW NG NOTI CE, OR A SUBSTANTI ALLY SIM -
LAR NOTI CE, | N A CONSPI CUOUS LOCATI ON AT EYE LEVEL ON THE DOOR USED TO
ACCESS THE BALCONY FROM THE UNIT I N SUCH A MANNER THAT A PERSON EXI TI NG
THE UNI T THROUGH THE DOOR | S MOST LIKELY TO SEE SUCH NOTI CE. SUCH
NOTI CE SHALL STATE:

"WARNING THE POTENTI AL EXI STS FOR YOUNG CHI LDREN TO SLI P THROUGH
SPACES BETWEEN THE BALUSTERS OR ORNAMENTAL PATTERNS OF THI S BALCONY."

SUCH NOTI CE SHALL BE PRINTED I N NO LESS THAN FORTY PO NT TYPE, EXCEPT
THAT THE WORD "WARNI NG' SHALL BE PRI NTED I N AT LEAST SEVENTY- TWO PO NT
TYPE. SUCH NOTICE SHALL BE PRINTED IN ENGLISH AND IN THE SECOND MOST
POPULAR LANGUAGE SPOKEN BY RESIDENTS IN THE COUNTY I N WH CH THE PUBLI C
LODA NG ACCOVMODATI ON | S LOCATED.

3. THE DEPARTMENT OF STATE SHALL PROMULGATE SUCH RULES AND REGULATI ONS
AS ARE DEEMED NECESSARY TO EFFECTUATE THE PURPOSES OF THI' S SECTI ON, AND
SHALL PROVI DE WRI TTEN NOTI FI CATI ON OF THE PROVI SIONS OF THI S SECTI ON TO

(A) EVERY PERSON, FIRM CORPORATION OR LIMTED LIABILITY COVWPANY
ENGAGED | N THE BUSI NESS OF FURNI SHI NG PUBLI C LODA NG ACCOVMODATI ONS I N
HOTELS, MOTELS OR MOTOR COURTS LOCATED I N THE STATE; AND

(B) THE CHI EF PRESI DI NG OFFI CER OF A STATEW DE ASSOCI ATI ON REPRESENT-
I NG THE | NTERESTS OF BUI LDI NG CODE ENFORCEMENT OFFI Cl ALS.

S 4. This act shall take effect on the sixtieth day after it shall
have becone a | aw



