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STATE OF NEW YORK

4847
2009- 2010 Regul ar Sessi ons
I N SENATE
April 27, 2009

Introduced by Sen. STAVI SKY -- read twi ce and ordered printed, and when
printed to be conmitted to the Conmttee on H gher Educati on

AN ACT to anend the education law, in relation to enacting the "higher
education community service act”

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK, REPRESENTED | N SENATE AND ASSEM
BLY, DO ENACT AS FOLLOWE:

Section 1. Legi slative findings. The | egislature hereby finds and
declares that the Anerican tradition of volunteer community service is
essential to the common good and is vital to the success of not-for-
profit agencies, institutions and organizations dealing with a vast
array of critical social problens. It recognizes grow ng support for the
i dea that postsecondary students should receive recognition for substan-
tial commtnent to volunteer service, and should be given greater
encouragenent to participate in volunteer community service activities.
Vol unteers and vol unteer progranms should be praised for their efforts in
hel pi ng and serving others, which result in changes in the way the
community views young people and in the way young people view their
responsibilities to the comunity.

The legislature further declares its desire to pronote further inte-
gration of comunity service at institutions of higher education by
encouragi ng student-initiated and student-designated community service
proj ects.

S 2. The education law is anmended by adding a new section 319 to read
as foll ows:

S 319. HI GHER EDUCATI ON COMMUNI TY SERVI CE ACT. 1. SHORT TI TLE. TH S
SECTI ON SHALL BE KNOAN AND MAY BE Cl TED AS THE "H GHER EDUCATI ON COVMJ
NI TY SERVI CE ACT".

2. ESTABLI SHVENT OF H GHER EDUCATI ON COMMUNI TY SERVI CE ACT. THERE IS
HEREBY ESTABLISHED A H GHER EDUCATION COVMUNI TY SERVI CE ACT FOR THE
PURPCSE OF PROMOTI NG AND RECOGNI ZI NG VOLUNTEER SERVI CE | NVOLVEMENT BY

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in I TALICS (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[ ] is oldlawto be onmtted.
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STUDENTS [|IN H GHER EDUCATI ON. ACTIVITIES CONDUCTED UNDER THE HI GHER
EDUCATI ON COMVUNI TY SERVI CE ACT SHALL | NCLUDE:

A. A CAWPUS BASED SCREENI NG PROCESS TO | DENTI FY AND NOM NATE SUCCESS-
FUL AND PROM SI NG COVWUNI TY SERVI CE PRQJIECTS AND | NI TI ATI VES FOR RECOG
NI TI ON;

B. IDENTIFICATION OF EXISTING QUALITY COMVUN TY SERVI CE PROGRAMS,
PRQIECTS AND I NI TI ATI VES | NVOLVI NG POCSTSECONDARY STUDENTS THAT PRODUCE A
SENSE OF SOCI AL RESPONSI BI LI TY AND COMW TMENT TO THE COMMUNI TY;

C. INCENTI VES FOR I NSTI TUTI ONS OF HI GHER EDUCATI ON, STUDENTS AND OTHER
MEMBERS OF THE COLLEGE COVWMUNI TY TO PARTI Cl PATE IN LONG TERM COMVUNI TY
SERVI CE PROGRANMS;

D.  ENCOURAGEMENT OF | NSTI TUTI ONS TO FORMJLATE A SYSTEMATI C PROCESS TO
DI SSEM NATE | NFORMATI ON CONCERNI NG PROSPECTI VE VOLUNTEER PRQIECTS TO THE
PARTI Cl PANTS OF GENERAL VOLUNTEER PROGRAMS ON OR OFF CAMPUS;

E. ESTABLI SHMENT OF A FOUNDATI ON TO RECEI VE PRI VATE FUNDS TO BE USED
TO PROMOTE A W DE VARI ETY OF SERVI CE RELATED PRQIECTS; AND

F. ESTABLI SHVENT OF A THREE- YEAR PROGRAM OF | MPLEMENTATI ON, | NCLUDI NG
Pl LOT PROGRAMS AND ONGO NG REVI EW AND EVALUATI ON.

3. COUNCI L FOR H GHER EDUCATI ON COWMUNI TY SERVICE. AL A COUNCIL FOR
H GHER EDUCATI ON COMMUNITY SERVICE SHALL BE ESTABLISHED W TH N THE
DEPARTMENT FOR THE PURPCSE OF CONDUCTI NG ACTIVITIES PURSUANT TO TH S
SECTION. THE COUNCIL SHALL BE COMPCSED OF ELEVEN MEMBERS, ONE OF VWHOM
SHALL BE THE COW SSIONER, EX-OFFICIO, AND TEN OF VWHOM SHALL BE
APPO NTED BY THE GOVERNOR: TWO ON THE RECOMVENDATI ON OF THE TEMPORARY
PRESI DENT OF THE SENATE, TWO ON THE RECOMMENDATI ON OF THE SPEAKER OF THE
ASSEMBLY, ONE ON THE RECOMMENDATION OF THE M NORITY LEADER OF THE
SENATE, AND ONE ON THE RECOMMENDATI ON OF THE M NORI TY LEADER OF THE
ASSEMBLY. SUCH MEMBERS SHALL | NCLUDE REPRESENTATIVES OF THE STATE
UNI VERSI TY, CITY UNI VERSI TY OF NEW YORK AND THE | NDEPENDENT COLLEGES AND
UNI VERSI TIES OF NEW YORK. TWDO OF THE COUNCI L MEMBERS SHALL BE STUDENTS,
SELECTED BY THE GOVERNOR W TH THE ADVI CE AND CONSENT OF THE SENATE. THE
COUNCI L SHALL SELECT FROM AMONG | TS APPO NTED MEMBERS A CHAI R AND VI CE
CHAI R WHO SHALL SERVE I N OFFI CE FOR TERMS OF ONE YEAR AND WHO SHALL BE
ELI G BLE FOR REELECTI ON FOR SUCCESSI VE TERVES.

B. THE COUNCIL SHALL MEET AT LEAST FOUR TI MES EACH YEAR MEMBERS OF
THE COUNCI L SHALL RECEI VE NO COVPENSATI ON FOR THEI R SERVI CES BUT SHALL
BE REIMBURSED BY THE H GHER EDUCATI ON COVMUNI TY SERVI CE FOUNDATI ON FOR
REASONABLE EXPENSES ACTUALLY AND NECESSARI LY INCURRED BY THEM IN THE
PERFORMANCE COF THEI R DUTI ES PURSUANT TO THI S SECTI ON.

4. PETITIONING BY COUNCIL. THE COUNCIL SHALL, W TH N NI NETY DAYS OF
I TS APPO NTMVENT, PETI TI ON THE REGENTS TO | NCORPORATE AS A PRI VATE, NOT-
FOR- PROFI T EDUCATI ON CORPORATI ON UNDER THI S CHAPTER, THE NEW YORK FOUN-
DATI ON FOR HI GHER EDUCATI ON COMMUNI TY SERVI CE, TO RECEIVE FUNDS TO BE
USED AS REQUESTED BY THE COUNCI L TO SUPPORT AND ADM NI STER ACTI VI TI ES
AUTHORI ZED I N THI' S SECTI ON, AND OTHER PRQJIECTS THAT ENCOURAGE AND ASSI ST
COMVUNI TY SERVI CE ACTI VI Tl ES.

5. ESTABLI SHMENT OF VOLUNTEER CONNECTIONS. THE COW SSIONER, | N
CONSULTATI ON W TH THE CHANCELLOR OF THE STATE UNI VERSI TY, THE CHANCELLOR
OF THE CTY UNIVERSITY OF NEW YORK AND THE PRESI DENT OF THE COWM SSI ON
ON | NDEPENDENT COLLEGES AND UNI VERSI TIES SHALL DEVELOP A PROGRAM TO
ESTABLI SH EFFECTI VE VOLUNTEER CONNECTI ONS BETWEEN | NSTI TUTI ONS OF HI GHER
EDUCATI ON AND THEI R RESPECTI VE COVMUNI TI ES.

6. RECOGNI TI ON OF EXEMPLARY SERVI CE PROGRAMS. A, THE COUNCI L ON H GHER
EDUCATION COVMUNITY SERVICE SHALL DEVELOP A PROGRAM OF | DENTI FYI NG
PROGRAMS OF COVWUNI TY SERVI CE BY COLLECGE STUDENTS FOR SPECI AL RECOGN -
TI ON.
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B. THE COUNCIL SHALL SELECT PARTI Cl PANTS AND PROGRAMS FOR LEQ SLATI VE
RECOGNI TI ON, PUBLI SH THE DESI GNATED VOLUNTEERS OF EXEMPLARY PROGRAMS | N
A VOLUNTEER HONOR ROLL AND REVI EW AND RECOMVEND OTHER FORMS OF SUPPORT
AND/ OR | NCENTI VES TO ENCOURAGE STUDENTS TO CONTINUE TO PARTICIPATE |IN
COVWUNI TY SERVI CE THROUGHOUT THEI R ACADEM C CAREERS AND LATER I N LI FE.

C. THE COUNCI L, | N COOPERATION W TH THE LEGQ SLATURE, SHALL SPONSCOR AN
ANNUAL CONFERENCE TO FOCUS ON CRI Tl CAL | SSUES FACI NG COWUNI TIES IN THE
STATE WHI CH COULD BE ASSI STED BY VOLUNTEER PROGRANS.

D. AWARDS TO SELECTED VOLUNTEER PROGRAMS SHALL BE MADE BY, AND
PROVI DED FROM FUNDS DERI VED FROM THE NEW YORK HI GHER EDUCATI ON COMMU-
NI TY SERVI CE FOUNDATI ON, A PRI VATE NON- PROFI T FOUNDATI ON PURSUANT TO THE
PROVI SIONS OF THI' S SECTI ON. ALL AWARDS SHALL BE ACCOWPANI ED BY A COMVE-
MORATI VE PLAQUE.

E. THE COUNCI L SHALL OVERSEE THE CREATI ON OF A STATEW DE POSTSECONDARY
COVMUNI TY SERVI CE CENTER TO DI SSEM NATE | NFORMATI ON REGARDI NG EXI STI NG
VOLUNTEER ACTIVITIES, MAKE VOLUNTEER CONNECTI ONS BETWEEN STUDENTS AND
THE COMMUNI TI ES, | NTEGRATE PUBLI C AND COVMUNI TY SERVI CE | NTO THE CURRI C-
ULUM PROVI DE GUI DANCE AND COORDI NATI ON, MONI TOR AND EVALUATE VOLUNTEER
PROGRAMS AND ACTIVITIES AND PROMOTE THE CONTI NUATI ON OF PUBLI C AND
COVWMUNI TY SERVI CE.

F. THE COUNCI L SHALL REPORT BY SEPTEMBER FI RST EACH YEAR TO THE GOVER-
NOR, THE TEMPORARY PRESI DENT OF THE SENATE AND THE SPEAKER OF THE ASSEM
BLY ON THE PROGRESS OF | MPLEMENTATI ON OF THI S SECTI ON, WTH RECOMVENDA-
TI ONS FOR FUTURE ACTI VI Tl ES.

S 3. This act shall take effect on the first of Septenber next
succeedi ng the date on which it shall have becone a | aw



