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STATE OF NEW YORK

4523
2009- 2010 Regul ar Sessi ons
I N SENATE
April 24, 2009

Introduced by Sen. LAVALLE -- read twi ce and ordered printed, and when
printed to be committed to the Conmittee on Health

AN ACT to anend the public health law, in relation to creating a certif-
i cate of need application public tracking system

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK, REPRESENTED | N SENATE AND ASSEM
BLY, DO ENACT AS FOLLOWE:

Section 1. Legislative intent. Health care providers are continuously
eval uating the needs of their comrunities and adapting their services to
better respond to those needs and patient preferences, and to provide
the highest quality care in the nost appropriate setting.

Part of the <challenge is being able to plan effectively for service
expansi ons, contractions, or new partnerships in a tinmely nanner so that
patients experience a seam ess and wel | - coordi nated system of care. New
York's certificate of need (CON) system designed to ensure the best
possi bl e all ocation of health care services and resources, is an inpor-
tant step in this process, but can al so pose an obstacle due to | ong
processing tinmes and/ or communi cation chal | enges.

New York's health care system could benefit from a nore transparent
CON process so that providers, consumers, and regul ators have real -tine
data on the progress of health care reform and to ensure that the
system responds effectively to cormmunity heal th needs.

S 2. Section 2802 of the public health |aw is amended by addi ng a new
subdivision 8 to read as foll ows:

8. (A) THE COWM SSI ONER SHALL CREATE A PUBLI CLY ACCESSI BLE, | NTERNET-
BASED TRACKING TOOL THAT WLL ALLOW HEALTH CARE PROVI DERS TO VI EW THE
STATUS OF THEI R CERTI FI CATE OF NEED APPLICATION. THE OQOUTPUT OF TH'S
TRACKI NG TOOL SHALL I NCLUDE, AS A MNIMUM (1) NATURE OF APPLI CATI ON AND
TYPE OF CON REVI EW UNDER WAY; (11) ANY OUTSTANDI NG DOCUMENTS REQUI RED BY
APPLI CANT; (Ill) STEPS COWLETED IN THE PROCESS; (IV) STEPS STILL
OUTSTANDI NG I N THE PROCESS; (V) DATE OF APPROVAL; AND (VI) STATUS OF
CONDI TI ONS AND CONTI NGENCI ES.

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in I TALICS (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[ ] is oldlawto be onmtted.
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(B) THE COWM SSI ONER SHALL DI RECT THE DEPARTMENT TO SCOLICI T | NPUT FROM
STAKEHOLDERS AS |IT DESIGNS THE TRACKING TOOL TO ENSURE MAXI MUM USER
VALUE ON THE PART OF THE | NDUSTRY, THE PUBLI C, AND HEALTH CARE REGULA-
TORS.

S 3. This act shall take effect on the one hundred eightieth day after
it shall have becone a | aw.



