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STATE OF NEW YORK

4464
2009- 2010 Regul ar Sessi ons
I N SENATE
April 23, 2009

Introduced by Sen. BRESLIN -- read twi ce and ordered printed, and when
printed to be conmmitted to the Conmttee on |Insurance

AN ACT to anend the insurance law, in relation to requiring health care
insurers to pay for anbulance services performed by non-preferred
provi ders

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK, REPRESENTED | N SENATE AND ASSEM
BLY, DO ENACT AS FOLLOWE:

Section 1. The insurance |aw is anmended by addi ng a new section 3224-c
to read as foll ows:

S 3224-C. HEALTH BENEFI T PLANS PROVI DI NG | NCENTI VES TO USE SERVI CES OF
PREFERRED PROVI DERS; M NI MUM REQUI REMENTS. (A) HEALTH CARE | NSURERS MAY
| SSUE HEALTH BENEFI T PLANS WHICH PROVIDE FOR | NCENTIVES FOR COVERED
PERSONS TO USE THE AMBULANCE SERVI CES OF PREFERRED PROVI DERS. SUCH POLI -
ClES OR SUBSCRIBER CERTIFI CATES SHALL CONTAI N AT LEAST THE FOLLOW NG
PROVI SI ONS

(1) A PROVISION THAT | F A COVERED PERSON RECEI VES EMERGENCY CARE FROM
AMBULANCE SERVI CE PROVI DERS LI CENSED UNDER ARTI CLE THI RTY OF THE PUBLI C
HEALTH LAW FOR SERVI CES SPECI FI ED I N THE PREFERRED PROVI DER ARRANGEMENT
AND CANNOT REASONABLY REACH A PREFERRED PROVI DER, THAT EMERGENCY CARE
RENDERED DURI NG THE COURSE OF THE EMERGENCY W LL BE PAID FOR | N ACCORD-
ANCE WTH THE TERMS OF THE AMBULANCE SERVICE PROVIDER, BASED ON THE
USUAL AND CUSTOMARY CHARGES, WHI CH SHALL NOT BE EXCESSI VE OR UNREASON
ABLE FOR THE APPLI CABLE TREATMENT, |IN THE AREA WHERE THE TREATMENT IS
PROVI DED; AND

(2) A PROVISION WH CH CLEARLY | DENTI FI ES THE DI FFERENCES | N BENEFI T
LEVELS FOR AMBULANCE SERVI CES OF PREFERRED PROVI DERS AND BENEFI T LEVELS
FOR AMBULANCE SERVI CES OF NONPREFERRED PROVI DERS

(B) FOR PURPOSES OF THI S SECTI ON, WHEN A REQUEST FOR EMERGENCY CARE | S
MADE THROUGH THE EMERGENCY 911 SYSTEM ON BEHALF OF A COVERED PERSON AND
THE NON- Al RBORNE TRANSPORTATI ON THAT WAS DI SPATCHED | N RESPONSE TO THE
REQUEST | S NOT A PREFERRED PROVI DER, FOR PURPCSES OF PAYMENT UNDER PARA-
GRAPH ONE OF SUBSECTION (A) OF THIS SECTION, |IT SHALL BE PRESUMED THAT
THE COVERED PERSON COULD NOT REASONABLY REACH A PREFERRED PROVI DER

S 2. This act shall take effect immediately.

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in I TALICS (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[ ] is oldlawto be onmtted.
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