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Introduced by Sens. BRESLIN, ADAMS, DI LAN, ONORATO PARKER, SAMPSOQN,
SAVINO -- read twice and ordered printed, and when printed to be
committed to the Committee on Judiciary

AN ACT to anend the general obligations law, in relation to liability of
owners for dog bites

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK, REPRESENTED | N SENATE AND ASSEM
BLY, DO ENACT AS FOLLOWE:

Section 1. The general obligations lawis anmended by adding a new
section 11-108 to read as foll ows:

S 11-108. LIABILITY OF OANER OF DOG | NJURY TO OTHERS; EXCEPTIONS. 1
NOTW THSTANDI NG ANY OTHER PROVI SION OF LAW THE OAMNER OF A DOG SHALL BE
STRICTLY LIABLE FOR MEDI CAL COSTS RESULTI NG FROM AN | NDI VI DUAL BEI NG
Bl TTEN BY SUCH OMNER' S DOG. | N ORDER TO RECElI VE ANY COWVPENSATI ON ABOVE
AND BEYOND MEDI CAL COSTS UNDER THE PROVISIONS OF THI S SECTION, THE
VI CTI M MUST PROVE THE DOG HAD DANGEROUS OR VI Cl QUS PROPENSI TI ES AND THE
OMER HAD KNOALEDGE OF SUCH PROPENSI TI ES.

2. NOTHING IN TH S SECTI ON SHALL AUTHORI ZE THE BRI NG NG OF AN ACTI ON
PURSUANT TO SUBDI VI SION ONE OF THI' S SECTI ON AGAI NST ANY PERSON, GOVERN-
MENTAL ENTITY OR | NSTRUMENTALI TY USI NG A POLI CE WORK DOG, HEARI NG DOG OR
SERVI CE DOG FOR | TS | NTENDED PURPCSE | F THE BI TE OR BI TES OCCURRED WHI LE
THE DOG WAS DEFENDI NG | TSELF FROM AN ANNOYI NG, HARASSI NG OR PROVCKI NG
ACT, OR ASSI STI NG AN EMPLOYEE OF THE ENTITY OR LOCALITY IN THE PERFORM
ANCE OF THEI R OFFI CI AL DUTI ES.

3. THI'S SECTION SHALL NOT BE DEEMED TO LIM T OR | MPAI R ANY CAUSE OF
ACTI ON AUTHORI ZED PURSUANT TO ANY OTHER PROVI SI ON OF LAW AVAI LABLE TO A
PERSON INJURED AS A RESULT OF A DOG BI TE OR BI TES. THE PROVI SI ONS OF
THI'S SECTI ON SHALL BE I N ADDI TI ON TO ANY OTHER STATUTORY REMEDI ES.

S 2. This act shall take effect on the sixtieth day after it shal
have becone a | aw

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in I TALICS (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[ ] is oldlawto be onmtted.
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