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STATE OF NEW YORK

4077
2009- 2010 Regul ar Sessi ons
I N SENATE
April 9, 2009

I ntroduced by Sen. SQUADRON -- read twi ce and ordered printed, and when
printed to be committed to the Conmittee on Social Services

AN ACT to anend the social services law, in relation to offering appli-
cants and recipients of public assistance infornmation regardi ng sexua
assaul t

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK, REPRESENTED | N SENATE AND ASSEM
BLY, DO ENACT AS FOLLOWE:

Section 1. Legislative findings and purposes. The legislature finds
that a disproportionately |arge nunber of public assistance recipients
have been victins of sexual assault. Studies have estimated that as nany
as 40 percent of all individuals receiving public assistance were sexu-
ally abused as children. These victinse frequently face significant
barriers to self-sufficiency due to their history of sexual abuse. These
barriers may include nmental illness, substance abuse probl ens and dones-
tic violence issues. It is therefore the intent and purpose of this act
to increase outreach to this popul ation and expand access to essentia
services necessary for victins of sexual assault to overcone the phys-
ical, nmental and enotional trauma associated with such forns of abuse.

S 2. Section 131 of the social services |law is amended by addi ng a new
subdi vision 20 to read as foll ows:

20. IN ACCORDANCE WTH THE PROVISIONS OF THI S SUBDI VI SI ON AND THE
REGULATI ONS OF THE OFFI CE OF TEMPORARY AND DI SABI LI TY ASSI STANCE, SOCI AL
SERVI CES DI STRICTS SHALL MAKE ALL APPLICANTS FOR AND RECI PIENTS OF
PUBLI C ASSI STANCE AWARE OF THEI R OPTI ON TO RECEI VE AN | NFORMATI ON PACKET
APPROPRI ATE FOR VICTIMS OF SEXUAL ASSAULT. SUCH | NFORMATI ON PACKET
SHALL BE MADE AVAI LABLE TO ALL | NDI VI DUALS WHO DEMONSTRATE A NEED FOR OR
VHO ARE | NTERESTED | N RECEI VI NG SERVI CES APPROPRIATE FOR VICTIMS OF
SEXUAL ASSAULT, AND SHALL | NCLUDE REFERRAL AND CONTACT | NFORMATI ON FOR
ALL LOCAL PROGRAMS THAT PROVI DE SERVICES TO VICTIMS OF SEXUAL ASSAULT
| NCLUDI NG BUT NOT LIM TED TO

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in I TALICS (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[ ] is oldlawto be onmtted.
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(A) SEXUAL ASSAULT EXAM NER PROGRAMS, | NCLUDI NG A LI ST OF ANY LOCAL
HOSPI TALS OFFERI NG SEXUAL ASSAULT FORENSI C EXAM NER SERVI CES CERTI FI ED
BY THE DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH,

(B) RAPE CRI SI' S CENTERS; AND

(C©) OTHER ADVOCACY, COUNSELI NG AND HOTLI NE SERVI CES APPROPRI ATE FOR
VI CTI M5 OF SEXUAL ASSAULT.

S 3. This act shall take effect on the one hundred eightieth day after
it shall have becone a | aw.



