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STATE OF NEW YORK

3970
2009- 2010 Regul ar Sessi ons
I N SENATE
April 7, 2009

Introduced by Sen. OPPENHEIMER -- read tw ce and ordered printed, and
when printed to be conmtted to the Cormittee on Health

AN ACT to anend the public health law, in relation to the nmenbership of
the state canp safety advisory council; and to direct the comm ssioner
of health to conduct a study of youth canp safety

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK, REPRESENTED | N SENATE AND ASSEM
BLY, DO ENACT AS FOLLOWE:

Section 1. Section 1390 of the public health | aw, as anended by chap-
ter 337 of the laws of 1980, is anended to read as foll ows:

S 1390. Establishnment of state canp safety advisory council. The
commi ssioner [of health] shall establish within the [state] departnent
[of health] a state canp safety advisory council to advise and consult
on policy matters relating to youth canp safety. The council shal
consist of [nine] TWELVE nenbers to be appointed by the governor with
t he advice and consent of the senate. Three nenbers of the council shal
be representatives of youth canps operated in New York for profit, three
menbers of the council shall be representatives of youth canps operated
in New York under philanthropic, non-profit or charitable auspices, one
menber of the council shall be a representative of youth canp consuner
interests, [one] FOUR MEMBERS shall be [a representative] REPRESEN-
TATI VES of children's interests who [does] DO not operate [a] children's
[ canp] CAWPS, and one MEMBER shall be a representative of sumer day
canps and traveling sumrer day canps operated by rmrunici pal corporations
and other entities subject to article thirteen-D of this chapter. The
council shall elect from anong its nenbers a chairnman. On or before
January first, nineteen hundred seventy-four, the governor shall appoint
two youth canp representative nenbers for a termof two years, two youth
canp representative nenbers for a termof four years and two youth canp
representative nenbers for a termof six years. Biennially thereafter
the youth canp representati ve nenbers shall be appointed to [said] SUCH
council in like manner to succeed those whose terns expire, to serve for
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terms of six years each and until their successors are appointed. The
menber representative of youth canp consumer interests shall also serve
for a termof six years and until a successor is appointed. On or before
January first, nineteen hundred ei ghty-one, the governor shall appoint
[the] ONE representative of children's interests for a term of four
years and the representative of sunmer day canps and traveling sumrer
day canps operated by municipal corporations and other entities subject
to article thirteen-D of this chapter for a termof tw years. ON OR
BEFORE JULY FI RST, TWD THOUSAND TEN, THE GOVERNOR SHALL APPO NT THREE
REPRESENTATI VES OF CHI LDREN S | NTERESTS FOR A TERM OF FOUR YEARS. There-
after, each succeeding representative of children's interests and each
succeedi ng representative of [said] SUCH sunmer day canps and traveling
sumer day canps shall serve terns of six years each and until their
successors are appoi nted. Vacancies shall be filled by the governor for
the wunexpired portion of the term [Said] ALL EXPI RED TERVS AND VACAN-
ClES SHALL BE FI LLED W THI N SI XTY DAYS OF THE EXPI RATION OF THE TERM OR
OCCURRENCE OF THE VACANCY. SUCH council shall neet at |least twce a
year, and nore often if necessary, on the call of the chairnman or on the
call of the conm ssioner [of health]. The nmenbers of the council shal
receive no conpensation but shall be reinbursed for their reasonable
traveling and ot her expenses incurred in the performance of their offi-
cial duties.

S 2. a. The conmi ssioner of health shall conduct a study of the feasi-
bility of inproving the statutes, rules and regul ati ons governi ng and
the practices utilized by youth canps. The comm ssioner shall include,
at a mininmm the foll ow ng:

(1) the feasibility of establishing a uniform standardized training
and testing systemfor youth canp counsel ors including the establishnment
of m ni mum standards of proficiency in first aid and water safety. Such

study shall reviewthe feasibility of devel opi ng counsel or orientation
materials and prograns for use prior to the arrival of children partic-
ipating in the <canp. Such study shall also review the required

counsel or/ canper ratio for cardi o pul nonary resuscitation training;

(2) the feasibility of providing periodic nandated workshops for |oca
health i nspectors responsible for the inspection of youth canp health
and safety regulations, as well as the nonitoring of |ocal streans,
| akes, rivers and other bodies of water to warn the public and I|oca
canps of hazardous water conditions; and

(3) the feasibility of providing periodic nandated wor kshops for youth
canp directors.

In studying the feasibility of establishing such workshops and train-
ing, the conm ssioner of health shall estimte the costs of these
prograns and possible fees that could be structured to support them

b. The conm ssioner of health shall submt a report of his or her
findi ngs and reconmendati ons, derived fromthe study conducted pursuant
to this section, to the governor and the |legislature within one year of
the effective date of this act.

S 3. This act shall take effect on the ninetieth day after it shal
have beconme a |aw, provided, however, that the governor is authorized
and directed to appoint nmenbers to the state canp safety advisory coun-
cil on or before such effective date to fill any expired terns, vacan-
cies or additional nmenber positions which shall exist on such date.



