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STATE OF NEW YORK

369
2009- 2010 Regul ar Sessi ons
I N SENATE
( PREFI LED)
January 7, 2009

Introduced by Sen. MORAHAN -- read twi ce and ordered printed, and when
printed to be committed to the Conmittee on Health

AN ACT to anend the public health law, in relation to autism spectrum
di sorder reporting

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK, REPRESENTED | N SENATE AND ASSEM
BLY, DO ENACT AS FOLLOWE:

Section 1. Legislative intent. The legislature finds that there is a
clear need for great accuracy in reporting and gathering epi dem ol ogi c
data on the incidence of autism spectrumdisorders in New York state.
Further, the legislature finds that the state currently requires that a
nunber of other conditions, including cancer and birth defects, be
reported and mamintained in a central registry. A simlar registry
requi renent for reporting diagnoses of autism spectrum disorders and
mai ntai ning such information is needed to inprove the current know edge
and understandi ng of autism to conduct thorough and conplete epidem o-
|l ogic surveys of the disorder, to enable analysis of this problem and
to plan for and provide services to children with autism spectrum di sor-
ders and their famlies.

S 2. The public health law is anended by adding a new article 24-F to
read as follows:

ARTI CLE 24-F
AUTI SM SPECTRUM DI SORDER REPORTI NG
SECTI ON 2499-B. AUTI SM SPECTRUM DI SORDER; DUTY TO REPORT
2499- C. REG STRY AND REPORTI NG REQUI REMENTS.

S 2499-B. AUTI SM SPECTRUM DI SORDER; DUTY TO REPORT. 1. EVERY PHYSI Cl AN
OR PSYCHOLOQ ST LI CENSED PURSUANT TO ARTI CLE ONE HUNDRED FI FTY- FOUR OF
THE EDUCATI ON LAW AND ANY OTHER HEALTH CARE PROFESSI ONAL LI CENSED
PURSUANT TO TI TLE ElI GHT OF THE EDUCATI ON LAWWHO | S QUALI FI ED BY TRAI N
| NG TO MAKE THE DI AGNOSI S AND WHO THEN MAKES THE DI AGNOSI S THAT A CHI LD

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in I TALICS (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[ ] is oldlawto be onmtted.
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| S AFFECTED W TH AUTI SM SPECTRUM DI SORDER SHALL REPORT SUCH DI AGNCSI S TO
THE DEPARTMENT I N A FORM AND MANNER PRESCRI BED BY THE COWM SSI ONER

2. SUCH REPORT SHALL BE MADE | N WRI TI NG AND SHALL | NCLUDE, BUT NOT BE
LIMTED TO, THE NAME AND ADDRESS OF THE PERSON SUBM TTING THE REPORT,
THE NAME, AGE AND ADDRESS OF THE CHI LD DI AGNOSED W TH AUTI SM SPECTRUM
DI SORDER, AND ANY OTHER PERTI NENT | NFORMATI ON AS MAY BE REQUI RED BY THE
COW SSI ONER, EXCEPT THAT IF THE CHI LD S PARENT OR GUARDI AN OBJECTS TO
THE REPORTI NG OF THE CHI LD S DI AGNCSI S FOR ANY REASON, THE REPORT SHALL
NOT | NCLUDE ANY | NFORMATI ON THAT COULD BE USED TO | DENTI FY THE CHI LD.

3. THE COW SSI ONER SHALL SPECI FY PROCEDURES FOR HEALTH CARE PROFES-
SI ONALS TO | NFORM CHI LDREN S PARENTS AND GUARDI ANS OF THE REQUI REMENTS
O THI'S SECTION, THE PURPOSE OF | NCLUDING THI S | NFORMATION I N A REG S-
TRY, AND THE OPTI ON TO REFUSE TO PERM T THE REPORTI NG OF ANY | NFORMATI ON
THAT COULD BE USED TO | DENTI FY A CHI LD.

S 2499-C. REQ STRY AND REPORTI NG REQUI REMENTS. 1. THE DEPARTMENT, IN
CONSULTATION WTH THE OFFICE OF MENTAL RETARDATI ON AND DEVELOPMENTAL
DI SABI LI TI ES, SHALL ESTABLI SH AND MAI NTAI N AN UP- TO DATE REG STRY WH CH
SHALL | NCLUDE A RECORD OF ALL REPORTED CASES OF AUTI SM SPECTRUM DI SORDER
THAT OCCUR I N THE STATE AND ANY OTHER | NFORMATI ON | T DEEMS RELEVANT AND
APPROPRI ATE | N ORDER TO CONDUCT THOROUGH AND COWLETE EPIDEM OLOG C
SURVEYS OF AUTI SM SPECTRUM DI SORDERS, TO ENABLE ANALYSIS OF TH S PROB-
LEM AND TO PLAN FOR AND PROVI DE SERVI CES TO CHI LDREN W TH AUTI SM SPEC-
TRUM DI SORDERS AND THEI R FAM LI ES.

2. THE REPORTS MADE PURSUANT TO THI S ARTI CLE ARE TO BE USED ONLY BY
THE DEPARTMENT AND OTHER AGENCI ES AS MAY BE DESI GNATED BY THE COW S-
SI ONER, I NCLUDING THE OFFICE OF MENTAL RETARDATI ON AND DEVELOPMENTAL
DI SABI LI TI ES AND THE EDUCATI ON DEPARTMENT, AND SHALL NOT OTHERW SE BE
DI VULGED OR MADE PUBLIC SO AS TO DI SCLOSE THE | DENTI TY OF THE PERSON TO
VHOM THEY RELATE. A PHYSI Cl AN, PSYCHOLOd ST OR OTHER HEALTH CARE PROFES-
S| ONAL PROVI DI NG | NFORMATI ON TO THE DEPARTMENT PURSUANT TO THIS ARTI CLE
SHALL NOT BE DEEMED TO BE OR HELD LI ABLE FOR DI VULG NG CONFI DENTI AL
| NFORMATI ON.

3. NOTHING IN THI S ARTI CLE SHALL BE CONSTRUED TO COWEL A CH LD WHO
HAS BEEN REPORTED AS AFFECTED W TH AN AUTI SM SPECTRUM DI SORDER TO SUBM T
TO A MEDI CAL OR HEALTH EXAM NATI ON, OR SUPERVI SI ON BY THE DEPARTMENT.

S 3. This act shall take effect on the one hundred twentieth day after
it shall have becone a |l aw. Provided that the conm ssioner of health is
authorized to prormulgate any and all rules and regul ati ons and take any
ot her neasures necessary to inplenent this act on its effective date on
or before such date.



