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STATE OF NEW YORK

3559
2009- 2010 Regul ar Sessi ons
I N SENATE
March 24, 2009

Introduced by Sen. ADAMS -- read twi ce and ordered printed, and when
printed to be conmitted to the Conmttee on Crine Victins, Crinme and
Correction

AN ACT to anend the correction law and the executive law, in relation to
requiring persons released from prison or parole to be advised of
their eligibility to vote

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK, REPRESENTED | N SENATE AND ASSEM
BLY, DO ENACT AS FOLLOWE:

Section 1. The correction law is anended by adding a new section 75 to
read as foll ows:

S 75. DISCHARGE; NOTIFICATION OF ELIGBILITY TO VOTE. UPON THE
DI SCHARGE FROM A CORRECTI ONAL FACILITY OF ANY PERSON WHO HAS FULLY
COVPLETED A SENTENCE OF | MPRI SONMENT FOR THE CONVI CTI ON OF A FELONY, THE
DEPARTMENT SHALL PROVIDE SUCH PERSON WTH WRI TTEN NOTI CE THAT SUCH
PERSON |'S ELI A BLE TO REG STER TO VOTE AND TO VOTE AFTER SUCH DI SCHARGE.

S 2. Subdivisions 2 and 4 of section 259-j of the executive |aw,
subdi vision 2 as separately anended by section 10 of part F and section
1 of part N of chapter 62 of the laws of 2003 and subdivision 4 as
anended by chapter 310 of the |aws of 2008, are anmended to read as
fol | ows:

2. Anerit termnation granted by the division of parole under this
section shall constitute a term nation of the sentence with respect to
which it was granted. No such nerit term nation shall be granted unless
the division of parole is satisfied that term nation of sentence from
presunptive rel ease, parole or fromconditional release is in the best
interest of society, and that the parol ee or rel easee, otherw se finan-
cially able to conply with an order of restitution and the paynent of
any nmandatory surcharge previously inposed by a court of conpetent
jurisdiction, has nade a good faith effort to conply therewith. UPON
SUCH TERM NATION, THE BOARD OF PAROLE SHALL PROVI DE THE PAROLEE W TH
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VWRI TTEN NOTI CE THAT HE OR SHE | S ELIA@ BLE TO REG STER TO VOTE AND TO
VOTE AFTER THE TERM NATI ON.

4. Except where a determ nate sentence was inposed for a felony, if
the board of parole is satisfied that an absolute discharge from
presunptive rel ease, parole or conditional release is in the best inter-
ests of society, the board nay grant such a discharge prior to the expi-
ration of the full termor maximumtermto any person who has been on
unrevoked presunptive rel ease, parole or conditional release for at
| east three consecutive years. A discharge granted under this section
shall constitute a term nation of the sentence with respect to which it
was granted. No such discharge shall be granted unless the board of
parole is satisfied that the parol ee or rel easee, otherwise financially
able to conply with an order of restitution and the paynment of any
mandat ory surcharge, sex offender registration fee or DNA databank fee
previously inposed by a court of conpetent jurisdiction, has nade a good
faith effort to conply therewith. UPON DI SCHARGE, THE BOARD OF PARCLE
SHALL PROVI DE THE PAROLEE W TH WRI TTEN NOTI CE THAT HE OR SHE | S ELI G BLE
TO REQ STER TO VOTE AND TO VOTE AFTER THE DI SCHARGE.

S 3. Subdivision 1 of section 259-j of the executive law, as anended
by chapter 738 of the |aws of 2004, is anended to read as foll ows:

1. Except where a determ nate sentence is inposed for a violent felony
of fense as defined in section 70.02 of the penal law, or a sentence with
a mximumtermof life inprisonnment was inposed for a felony other than
a felony defined in article two hundred twenty of the penal law, if the
board of parole is satisfied that an absol ute di scharge from parole or
fromconditional release is in the best interests of society, the board
may grant such a discharge prior to the expiration of the full maximm
termto any person who has been on wunrevoked parole or conditiona
release for at |east three consecutive years. A discharge granted under
this section shall constitute a term nation of the sentence with respect
to which it was granted. No such discharge shall be granted unless the
board of parole is satisfied that the parolee, otherwi se financially
able to conply with an order of restitution and the paynent of any
mandatory surcharge, sex offender registration fee or DNA dat abank fee
previously inposed by a court of conpetent jurisdiction, has nade a good
faith effort to conply therewith. UPON SUCH DI SCHARGE, THE BOARD OF
PAROCLE SHALL PROVI DE THE PAROLEE W TH WRI TTEN NOTI CE THAT HE OR SHE I S
ELI G BLE TO REG STER TO VOTE AND TO VOTE AFTER THE DI SCHARGE.

S 4. This act shall take effect on the thirtieth day after it shal
have beconme a | aw, provided that the amendnments to section 259-j of the
executive law, made by section two of this act, shall not affect the
expiration and reversion of such section pursuant to subdivision d of
section 74 of chapter 3 of the laws of 1995 as anended, and shal
expire therewi th, when upon such date the provisions of section three of
this act shall take effect.



