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Introduced by Sens. BRESLIN, HASSELL- THOVPSON, ONORATO, SAMPSON, SM TH
-- read twice and ordered printed, and when printed to be conmtted to
the Committee on Insurance

AN ACT to anend the insurance |aw and the legislative law, in relation
to proposed health insurance mandat es

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK, REPRESENTED | N SENATE AND ASSEM
BLY, DO ENACT AS FOLLOWE:

Section 1. Legislative intent. The legislature finds that New York
state is in the mdst of a health insurance crisis. Approximately 3.1
mllion New Yorkers are currently uninsured. The crisis is the result of
many factors, including the high cost of health care. The |legislature
hereby finds that it is in the best public interest to ensure that an
appropriate bal ance is struck between the nandated benefits that state
| aw requires insurers to provide to their insureds and allow ng insurers
flexibility to structure their policies in a cost efficient nmanner to
maxi m ze resources available for the delivery of quality health care.

The legislature further finds that several bills are currently pending
in the New York state | egislature which would nmandat e additional insur-
ance coverages for specific medical procedures. The pieceneal, uncoordi-
nated effort is likely to increase the cost of health insurance policies
ultimately resulting in an increase in the nunbers of uninsured in our
state. Therefore, the legislature finds that there is a need for a
conpr ehensi ve, coordi nated review of all pending nandated benefit |egis-
| ation before they becone |aw and a need to create an advi sory board on
heal t h i nsurance mandat es.

S 2. The insurance law is anended by adding a new section 215 to read
as foll ows:

S 215. ADVISORY COUNCIL ON HEALTH | NSURANCE MANDATES. 1. THERE IS
HEREBY ESTABLI SHED W THI N THE DEPARTMVENT AN ADVI SORY COUNCI L ON HEALTH
| NSURANCE MANDATES. | T SHALL BE THE RESPONSI BI LI TY OF THE COUNCI L TO

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in I TALICS (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[ ] is oldlawto be onmtted.
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EVALUATE THE | MPACT OF PROPOSED MANDATES ON THE QUALITY OF HEALTH CARE
AND THE | MPACT ON THE COST OF HEALTH CARE W THI N THE STATE. THE COUNCI L
SHALL ASSESS THE ANTI Cl PATED HEALTH BENEFI TS AND ESTI MATED COST RESULT-
| NG FROM PENDI NG LEG SLATI VE EFFORTS TO | MPOSE ADDI TI ONAL MANDATES. THE
COUNCI L SHALL ALSO DEVELOP AND RECOMVEND GUI DELINES FOR DETERM NI NG
VHETHER ADDI TI ONAL HEALTH | NSURANCE MANDATES SHOULD BE ADOPTED.

THE ADVI SORY COUNCI L |I'S AUTHORI ZED TO CALL UPON ANY DEPARTMENT, OFFI CE
OR AGENCY OF STATE GOVERNMENT TO PROVI DE SUCH | NFORVATI ON, RESOURCES OR
OTHER ASSI STANCE DEEMED NECESSARY TO DI SCHARGE THE COUNCIL'S RESPONSI -
Bl LI TIES AS DI RECTED. EACH SUCH DEPARTMENT, OFFI CE OR AGENCY | S DI RECTED
TO COOPERATE WTH THE COUNCIL TO FURNISH I T W TH SUCH | NFORMATI ON AS
REQUESTED, TO THE EXTENT SUCH REQUESTS ARE NOT | NCONSI STENT W TH LAW AND
W THI N BUDGETARY CONSTRAI NTS.

2. THE COUNCI L SHALL CONSI ST OF TWELVE MEMBERS AS FOLLOWS: THE COWM S-
SI ONER OF HEALTH AND THE SUPERI NTENDENT OF | NSURANCE, OR THEIR DESIG
NEES;, FOUR MEMBERS TO BE APPO NTED BY THE GOVERNOR: ONE MEMBER REPRES-
ENTI NG HEALTH MAI NTENANCE ORGANI ZATIONS, ONE  MEMBER  REPRESENTI NG
HOSPI TALS, ONE MEMBER REPRESENTI NG PHYSI CI ANS AND ONE MEMBER REPRESENT-
I NG THE BUSI NESS COVMUNI TY; ONE MEMBER TO BE APPO NTED BY THE TEMPORARY
PRESI DENT OF THE SENATE AND ONE MEMBER TO BE APPO NTED BY THE M NORI TY
LEADER OF THE SENATE; ONE MEMBER TO BE APPO NTED BY THE SPEAKER OF THE
ASSEMBLY AND ONE MEMBER TO BE APPO NTED BY THE M NORI TY LEADER OF THE
ASSEMBLY; AND TWO MEMBERS TO BE APPO NTED BY THE STATE COWTROLLER, ONE
OF VWHOM SHALL BE AN | NDEPENDENT ACTUARY. THE | NDEPENDENT ACTUARY MEMBER
APPO NTED BY THE COWPTROLLER SHALL BE RESPONSI BLE FOR EVALUATI ON OF THE
RESULTS REACHED BY THE COUNCI L AND SHALL REPORT BACK TO THE COWPTROLLER
W TH SUCH RESULTS. THE COVWPTROLLER SHALL REPORT SUCH FINDINGS TO THE
DEPARTMENT AND THE APPROPRI ATE LEGQ SLATI VE COMM TTEES | N THE SENATE AND
ASSEMBLY. VACANCI ES OCCURRI NG ON THE COUNCIL FOR ANY CAUSE SHALL BE
FILLED IN THE SAME MANNER AS THE ORI G NAL APPO NTMENT OF THE MEMBER
VHOSE OFFI CE BECAME VACANT.

S 3. The legislative |law is anended by adding a new section 68 to read
as foll ows:

S 68. BILLS MANDATI NG HEALTH | NSURANCE BENEFI TS. A BILL WH CH ENACTS
OR AMENDS ANY PROVI SI ON OF LAW MANDATI NG HEALTH | NSURANCE COVERAGE AND
HAVI NG THE EFFECT OF | NCREASI NG | NSURANCE RATES SHALL, PRIOR TO CONSID
ERATI ON BY A STANDI NG COW TTEE, BE REVI EMED BY THE ADVI SORY COUNCI L ON
HEALTH | NSURANCE MANDATES CREATED PURSUANT TO SECTION TWO HUNDRED
FI FTEEN OF THE | NSURANCE LAW

S 4. This act shall take effect on the first of January next succeed-
ing the date on which it shall have becone a Ilaw, provided that any
rul es, regulations or other actions necessary for the tinely inplenenta-
tion of this act on its effective date are authorized and directed to be
conpl eted on or before such date.



