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STATE OF NEW YORK

3179
2009- 2010 Regul ar Sessi ons
I N SENATE
March 12, 2009

Introduced by Sen. PADAVAN -- read twi ce and ordered printed, and when
printed to be committed to the Conmittee on Judiciary

AN ACT to anend the real property law, in relation to discrimnation
agai nst certain tenants who own or keep pets

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK, REPRESENTED | N SENATE AND ASSEM
BLY, DO ENACT AS FOLLOWE:

Section 1. Legislative intent. The | egislature hereby finds that pet
conmpani onship has a beneficial inmpact on the pet owner's physical and
ment al heal th and nunerous studi es have denonstrated that senior citi-
zens with pets live longer, visit the doctor |less often and recover nore
quickly from illnesses. There exists a significant public interest and
pur pose in preserving and enhancing the quality of |ife of the state's
senior citizens. Such persons should not be conpelled to choose between
remaining in their home and having the therapeutic benefit of pet
conmpani onship. The shortage of affordable housing across the state
of fers such persons few housing options if forced to | eave their hones
due to their need for pet conpanionship. Eviction of senior citizens
frommultiple dwellings due to pet ownership is harnful to the public
wel f are

S 2. The real property law is anended by addi ng a new section 237-b to
read as foll ows:

S 237-B. DI SCRIM NATI ON AGAI NST PERSONS WHO HAVE CERTAI N HOUSEHOLD
PETS. NO PERSON SI XTY- TWD YEARS OF AGE OR OLDER SHALL BE DEN ED OCCUPAN-
CY IN A MULTI PLE DWELLI NG OR BE SUBJECT TO EVI CTI ON FROM ANY SUCH DWELL-
I NG ON THE SOLE GROUND THAT SUCH PERSON OMS OR KEEPS A COVMON HOUSEHOLD
PET OR PETS, THE HARBORI NG OF WHICH IS NOT PROH BITED BY THE MJLTIPLE
DVWELLI NG LAW OR ANY OTHER APPLI CABLE LAW THI S SECTI ON SHALL NOT APPLY
VHERE THE HARBORI NG OF A COWON HOUSEHOLD PET CAUSES DAMAGE TO THE
SUBJECT PREM SES, CREATES A NU SANCE OR | NTERFERES SUBSTANTI ALLY W TH
THE HEALTH, SAFETY OR WELFARE OF OTHER TENANTS OR OCCUPANTS OF THE SAME
OR ADJACENT BUI LDI NG OR STRUCTURE

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in I TALICS (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[ ] is oldlawto be onmtted.
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THE OWMER OF THE MULTI PLE DVELLI NG MAY ESTABLI SH REASONABLE RULES FOR
THE CARE AND HANDLI NG OF COVMON HOUSEHOLD PETS AS PROVIDED FOR IN TH'S
SECTI ON.  SUCH RULES MAY | NCLUDE THE FOLLOW NG

(1) REQU RING PETS TO BE RESTRAI NED ON LEASHES OR I N CARRIERS I N THE
CUSTODY AND CARE OF A RESPONSI BLE HUVAN COVPANI ON | N ALL COVMON AREAS OF
THE PREM SES;

(2) REQUI RING THE DI SPOSAL OF ANl MAL WASTES IN A MANNER REASONABLY
SPECI FI ED I N THE RULES;

(3) REQUI RING THE USE OF REASONABLY DESI GNATED ELEVATORS WHEN ACCOVPA-
NI ED BY PETS;

(4) REQU RING COWLIANCE WTH APPLICABLE STATE AND LOCAL HEALTH,
ANI MAL CONTROL, AND ANI MAL ANTI - CRUELTY LAWS AND REGULATI ONS.

NOTHI NG CONTAINED I N THI'S SECTION OR RULES PROMULGATED PURSUANT TO
THIS SECTION, SHALL LIMT OR RESTRICT RI GHTS GRANTED TO PERSONS UNDER
THEI R LEASES OR UNDER ANY OTHER LAW OR ORDINANCE. NOTHING IN TH'S
SECTION SHALL BE CONSTRUED TO LIMT OR RESTRICT A MUNI Cl PALI TY FROM
ENACTI NG OR AMENDI NG LOCAL LAWS OR ORDI NANCES GRANTI NG ADDI TI ONAL RI GHTS
TO KEEP PETS, PROVI DED, HOWEVER, THAT NO SUCH LAW OR ORDI NANCE SHALL
DI M NI SH ANY RI GHTS GRANTED BY THI S SECTI ON.

S 3. This act shall take effect immediately.



