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Introduced by Sens. HUNTLEY, DI AZ, ESPADA, HASSELL- THOWPSQN, ONORATO,
OPPENHEI MER, PERKINS, SAMPSON -- read twi ce and ordered printed, and
when printed to be conmtted to the Commttee on Labor

AN ACT to anend the labor law, in relation to increasing the anount of
| i qui dated danages for failure to pay wages as legally required

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK, REPRESENTED | N SENATE AND ASSEM
BLY, DO ENACT AS FOLLOWE:

Section 1. Subdivision 1-a of section 198 of the |abor |aw, as added
by chapter 310 of the |aws of 1967, is anended and a new subdivision 4
is added to read as foll ows:

l-a. In any action instituted upon a wage clai mby an enpl oyee or the
commi ssioner in which the enpl oyee prevails, the court shall allow such
enpl oyee reasonable attorney's fees and, upon a finding that the enpl oy-
er's failure to pay the wage required by this article: (1) was willful,
(1'l) PERSI STED FOR MORE THAN THI RTY DAYS, OR (I11) I NVOLVED A FAI LURE TO
PAY THE WAGES OF TEN OR MORE EMPLOYEES, an additional anount as |iqui-
dated damages equal to [twenty-five percent of] TWCE the total anount
of the wages found to be due.

4. NOTW THSTANDI NG ANY OTHER PROVI SI ON OF LAW AN ACTION TO RECOVER
UPON A LIABILITY IMPOCSED BY TH' S ARTICLE MAY BE BROUGHT AS A CLASS
ACTI ON.

S 2. This act shall take effect on the ninetieth day after it shall
have becone a | aw

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in I TALICS (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[ ] is oldlawto be onmtted.
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