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STATE OF NEW YORK

3031
2009- 2010 Regul ar Sessi ons
I N SENATE
March 9, 2009

Introduced by Sens. LAVALLE, LARKIN -- read twi ce and ordered printed,
and when printed to be conmtted to the Conmittee on Consuner
Protection

AN ACT to amend the general business law, in relation to requiring
epi | epsy war ni ngs on vi deo ganes

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK, REPRESENTED | N SENATE AND ASSEM
BLY, DO ENACT AS FOLLOWE:

Section 1. The general business |law is anended by addi ng a new section
399-ff to read as foll ows:

S 399-FF. VIDEO GAME; EPILEPSY WARNING 1. FOR PURPCSES OF THI S
SECTI ON, THE TERM "VI DEO GAME" SHALL MEAN AND | NCLUDE ANY VIDEO GAME
SYSTEM VIDEO GAME CARTRIDGE, VIDEO GAME COWACT DI SC, VIDEO GAME
DI G TAL VERSATILE DISC OR DIG TAL VIDEO DI SC, VIDEO GAME COVPONENT,
VI DEO GAME ACCESSORY, OR VI DEO GAME CONTROLLER OF ANY VARI ETY.

2. ANY PERSON WHO SELLS, OFFERS FOR SALE, RENTS OR OFFERS TO RENT
VI DEO GAMES TO THE PUBLI C SHALL DI SPLAY A SIGN OR POSTER IN A PROM NENT
OR CONSPI CUOUS LOCATI ON W THI N THE AREA WHERE SUCH VI DEO GAMES ARE SOLD
OR RENTED WHI CH HAS PRI NTED THEREON AN EPI LEPSY WARNI NG  SUCH WARNI NG
SHALL BE I N LETTERS OF NOT LESS THAN THI RTY PO NT TYPE AND SHALL CONTAI N
THE FOLLOW NG STATEMENT

" EPI LEPSY WARNI NG
READ BEFORE USI NG YOUR VI DEO GAME SYSTEM

MEDI CAL RESEARCH | NDI CATES A SMALL PERCENTAGE OF THE POPULATI ON MAY
EXPERI ENCE EPI LEPTI C SEI ZURES OR SEI ZURE- LI KE SYMPTOMS WHEN EXPCSED TO
CERTAI' N STI MJULI, | NCLUDI NG, W THOUT LI M TATION, LIGHT PATTERNS, FLASHI NG
LIGHTS OR CERTAIN PATTERNS OF BACKGROUNDS ON A TELEVI SI ON SCREEN OR
VI DEO MONI TOR. EXPOSURE TO THESE STI MJLI WHI LE PLAYI NG VI DEO GAMES MAY
| NDUCE AN EPILEPTI C SElI ZURE OR SEI ZURE- LI KE SYMPTOVS | N THESE | NDI VI D-
UALS. CERTAIN CONDI TI ONS MAY | NDUCE UNDETECTED EPI LEPTI C SYMPTOMS EVEN
IN PERSONS WHO HAVE NO PRI OR HI STORY OF SEI ZURES OR EPILEPSY. |F YOQU
EXPERI ENCE ANY OF THE FOLLOW NG SYMPTOVE WHI LE PLAYI NG A VIDEO GAME --

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in I TALICS (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[ ] is oldlawto be onmtted.
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Dl ZZI NESS, ALTERED WVISIQON, EYE OR MUSCLE TW TCHES, LOSS OF AWARENESS,
DI SORI ENTATI ON, AND | NVOLUNTARY MOVEMENT OR CONVULSIONS -- | MVEDI ATELY
DI SCONTI NUE USE AND CONSULT YOUR PHYSI CI AN BEFORE PLAY. "

3. ANY PERSON WHO SELLS OR RENTS A VIDEO GAME IN VI CLATION OF TH' S
SECTI ON SHALL BE SUBJECT TO A CIVIL PENALTY OF FIFTY DOLLARS FOR EACH
OCCURRENCE.

S 2. This act shall take effect one year after it shall have becone a
| aw.



