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STATE OF NEW YORK

2893
2009- 2010 Regul ar Sessi ons
I N SENATE
March 5, 2009

Introduced by Sen. BONACIC -- read twi ce and ordered printed, and when
printed to be conmmitted to the Conmttee on |Insurance

AN ACT to anend the insurance law, in relation to mandatory health
i nsurance coverage for providing prosthetic devices

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK, REPRESENTED | N SENATE AND ASSEM
BLY, DO ENACT AS FOLLOWE:

Section 1. Subsection (i) of section 3216 of the insurance law is
anmended by addi ng a new paragraph 26 to read as foll ows:

(26) EVERY POLICY WH CH PROVI DES MEDI CAL, MAJOR MEDI CAL, OR SIM LAR
COVWPREHENSI VE TYPE COVERAGE SHALL | NCLUDE COVERAGE EQUAL TO OR ABOVE
MEDI CARE' S STANDARD OF COVERAGE FOR PROSTHETI C DEVI CES. TH S SHALL
| NCLUDE COVERAGE NOT ONLY FOR THE PROVISION OF A PROSTHETIC DEVICE
REQU RED TO BE WORN OR USED BY A POLI CY HOLDER BUT ALSO THE REPAI R OR
REPLACEMENT OF A PROSTHETIC DEVICE REQUIRED TO BE WORN OR USED BY A
POLICY HOLDER. COVERAGE SHALL | NCLUDE EXPENSES FOR ASSESSMENT, EVALU
ATI ON, TREATMENT, MANAGEMENT, AND FOLLOW UP CARE. COVERAGE SHALL NOT BE
DENFED ON THE GROUND THAT IT IS FOR COSMETI C PURPOSES OR IS NOT FOR A
FUNCTI ONAL DEFECT OR | MPAI RVENT. THE TERM " PROSTHETI C DEVI CE" AS USED I N
THI'S SECTI ON | NCLUDES AN ARTI FI Cl AL LI MB OR ARTI FI Cl AL EYE BUT SHALL NOT
| NCLUDE SHOES OR ANY OTHER ARTICLE CONSIDERED AS ORDI NARY WEARI NG
APPAREL, WHETHER OR NOT SPECI ALLY CONSTRUCTED

S 2. Subsection (I) of section 3221 of the insurance |aw is anended by
addi ng a new paragraph 18 to read as foll ows:

(18) EVERY POLICY WH CH PROVI DES MEDI CAL, MAJOR MEDI CAL, OR SIM LAR
COVWPREHENSI VE TYPE COVERAGE SHALL | NCLUDE COVERAGE EQUAL TO OR ABOVE
MEDI CARE' S STANDARD OF COVERAGE FOR PROSTHETI C DEVI CES. TH S SHALL
| NCLUDE COVERAGE NOT ONLY FOR THE PROVISION OF A PROSTHETIC DEVICE
REQU RED TO BE WORN OR USED BY A POLI CY HOLDER BUT ALSO THE REPAI R OR
REPLACEMENT OF A PROSTHETI C DEVICE REQUIRED TO BE WORN OR USED BY A
POLICY HOLDER. COVERAGE SHALL | NCLUDE EXPENSES FOR ASSESSMENT, EVALU
ATI ON, TREATMENT, MANAGEMENT, AND FOLLOW UP CARE. COVERAGE SHALL NOT BE
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DENFED ON THE GROUND THAT IT IS FOR COSMETI C PURPOSES OR IS NOT FOR A
FUNCTI ONAL DEFECT OR | MPAI RVENT. THE TERM " PROSTHETI C DEVI CE" AS USED I N
THI'S SECTI ON | NCLUDES AN ARTI FI CI AL LI MB OR ARTI FI Cl AL EYE BUT SHALL NOT
| NCLUDE SHOES OR ANY OTHER ARTICLE CONSIDERED AS ORDI NARY VEARI NG
APPAREL, WHETHER OR NOT SPECI ALLY CONSTRUCTED.

S 3. Section 4303 of the insurance lawis anmended by adding a new
subsection (ff) to read as foll ows:

(FF) EVERY POLICY WH CH PROVI DES MEDI CAL, MAJOR MEDI CAL, OR SIM LAR
COVWPREHENSI VE TYPE COVERAGE SHALL | NCLUDE COVERAGE EQUAL TO OR ABOVE
MEDI CARE' S STANDARD OF COVERAGE FOR PROSTHETI C DEVI CES. TH' S SHALL
| NCLUDE COVERAGE NOT ONLY FOR THE PROVISION OF A PROSTHETIC DEVICE
REQU RED TO BE WORN OR USED BY A POLI CY HOLDER BUT ALSO THE REPAI R OR
REPLACEMENT OF A PROSTHETIC DEVICE REQUIRED TO BE WORN OR USED BY A
POLICY HOLDER. COVERAGE SHALL | NCLUDE EXPENSES FOR ASSESSMENT, EVALU
ATI ON, TREATMENT, MANAGEMENT, AND FOLLOW UP CARE. COVERAGE SHALL NOT BE
DENFED ON THE GROUND THAT IT IS FOR COSMETI C PURPOSES OR IS NOT FOR A
FUNCTI ONAL DEFECT OR | MPAI RVENT. THE TERM " PROSTHETI C DEVI CE" AS USED I N
THI'S SECTI ON | NCLUDES AN ARTI FI CI AL LI MB OR ARTI FI Cl AL EYE BUT SHALL NOT
| NCLUDE SHOES OR ANY OTHER ARTICLE CONSIDERED AS ORDI NARY WEARI NG
APPAREL, WHETHER OR NOT SPECI ALLY CONSTRUCTED.

S 4. This act shall take effect on the ninetieth day after it shall
have becone a |law and shall apply to policies and contracts issued,
renewed, nodified, altered or amended on or after such effective date.



