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STATE OF NEW YORK

2596
2009- 2010 Regul ar Sessi ons
I N SENATE
February 25, 2009

Introduced by Sen. BONACIC -- read twi ce and ordered printed, and when
printed to be comritted to the Conmittee on Investigations and Govern-
ment Operations

AN ACT to anend the legislative law, in relation to hiring of «certain
non-partisan | egi sl ative enpl oyees

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK, REPRESENTED | N SENATE AND ASSEM
BLY, DO ENACT AS FOLLOWE:

Section 1. Legislative findings. The legislature hereby finds and
decl ares that unnecessary duplication of services between the senate and
assenbly is a waste of taxpayer resources and otherwise fails to pronote
a form of governnment which is based on conpetency and ability rather
than political patronage. The |egislature declares that the state and
its people would be better served if the admi nistrative functions of the
| egislature were consolidated and inplenmented in a non-partisan nanner
based solely on objective criteria.

S 2. The legislative law is anended by adding a new section 8-a to
read as foll ows:

S 8- A NON PARTI SAN H RI NG OF CERTAIN EMPLOYEES OF THE LEG SLATURE. 1.
THE SPEAKER OF THE ASSEMBLY, M NORI TY LEADER OF THE ASSEMBLY, TEMPCORARY
PRESI DENT OF THE SENATE AND M NORI TY LEADER OF THE SENATE (HERElI NAFTER
REFERRED TO AS "THE LEADERSHI P") SHALL, W THI N NI NETY DAYS OF THE EFFEC-
TI VE DATE OF THI' S SECTI ON, JO NTLY DEVELOP A LI ST OF ALL EMPLOYEE TI TLES
VH CH ARE NOT H RED UPON THE RECOMVENDATI ON OF A MEMBER SPECI FI CALLY TO
SERVE I N THAT MEMBER S OFFI CE OR ON THE COW TTEE STAFF OF ANY COW TTEE
THAT MEMBER | S THE CHAI RPERSON OR RANKING M NORITY MEMBER OF. SUCH
EMPLOYEE TITLES SHALL |NCLUDE THOSE EMPLOYEES WHO PERFORM SERVI CES
| NCLUDI NG BUT NOT LIMTED TO, PAYROLL, ACCOUNTING DI STRICT OFFICE
OPERATI ONS, SUPPLI ES, TECHNOLOGY, POSTAL SERVI CES, DOCUMENT PRI NTI NG AND
DI STRI BUTI ON, RESEARCH, MEDI A SERVI CES | NCLUDI NG THE OPERATI ON AND SCHE-
DULI NG OF RECORDI NG SESSI ONS, PERSONNEL SERVI CES, FI NANCI AL ANALYSI S AND
REPORTI NG, STATE BUDGET ANALYSI S AND REPORTI NG

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in I TALICS (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[ ] is oldlawto be onmtted.
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2. WTH N ONE HUNDRED EI GHTY DAYS OF THE ADOPTI ON OF THE LI ST PROVI DED
FOR IN SUBDIVISION ONE OF TH S SECTI ON, THE SPEAKER, TEMPORARY PRESI -
DENT, AND M NORI TY LEADERS SHALL TOGETHER OR THROUGH REPRESENTATI VES
DETERM NE THE JOB DUTIES OF EACH TITLE AND PREPARE OR CAUSE TO BE
PREPARED M NI MUM PROFESSI ONAL  QUALI FI CATI ONS AND COVPETI Tl VE EXAM NA-
TI ONS WHI CH SHALL BE UTI LI ZED TO H RE CANDI DATES FOR EACH SUCH POCsI TI ON
UPON SUCH POSITION S BECOM NG VACATED. TO THE EXTENT REQUESTED BY THE
SPEAKER, TEMPORARY PRESI DENT, AND El THER OR BOTH M NORI TY LEADERS, THE
DEPARTMENT OF CIVIL SERVICE SHALL ASSI ST WTH THE DEVELOPMENT OF THE
QUALI FI CATI ONS AND EXAM NATI ONS. | N THE EVENT AT LEAST THREE OF THE FOUR
MEMBERS OF THE LEADERSHI P CANNOT AGREE ON THE LANGUAGE OF THE EXAM OR
THE M N MUM QUALI FI CATI ONS, THE DEPARTMENT OF CIVIL SERVI CE SHALL, BY
VOTE OF THE MAJORI TY OF THE MEMBERS OF COW SSI ONERS, AFTER A HEARI NG
MAKE A REASONABLE DETERM NATI ON OF THE EXAM NATI ON LANGUAGE ANDY OR M NI -
MUM QUALI FI CATI ONS AS THE CASE MAY BE.

3. ANY PERSON HI RED TO FI LL ANY VACATED POCSI TI ON SHALL BE H RED FROM A
LIST OF THE TOP THREE SCORES OF THOSE WHO MEET THE M NI MUM PROFESSI ONAL
QUALI FI CATI ONS. SUCH PERSON SHALL BE HI RED BASED ON A VOTE OF THE MAJOR-
| TY OF THE LEADERSH P. EXAMS SHALL BE G VEN AT LEAST TWCE ANNUALLY.
H RING SHALL BE DONE ON A NON PARTI SAN MANNER. EMPLOYEES, ONCE HI RED
SHALL BE RETAI NED EXCEPT FOR THE ABOLI TI ON OF THE PGSI TI ON OR FOR CAUSE.
TO THE EXTENT OTHERW SE PRCHI BI TED BY LAW ANY EMPLOYEE H RED PURSUANT
TO THE PROVI SIONS OF THI' S SECTI ON OR OTHERW SE HOLDI NG A TI TLED PCsI TI ON
COVERED BY THI' S SECTI ON SHALL BE EXPRESSLY AUTHORI ZED TO JO N AND ENJOY
THE PROTECTI ONS OF A COLLECTI VE BARGAI NI NG ORGANI ZATI ON PROVI DED SUCH AN
ORGANI ZATI ON OTHERW SE QUALI FI ES TO REPRESENT SUCH EMPLOYEE PURSUANT TO
APPLI CABLE STATE LAW AND HAVE THEI R SALARI ES AND BENEFI TS NEGOTI ATED
THEREBY.

4. ANY | NCUVMBENT WHOSE JOB TI TLE |I'S CONTAI NED ON THE LI ST PROVI DED FOR
IN THI' S SECTI ON SHALL SIT FOR COWPETI TI VE EXAM NATI ON. ANY | NCUVBENT | N
A JOB TITLE SHALL BE DEEMED TO MEET THE M NI MUM PROFESSI ONAL QUALI FI CA-
TI ONS SHALL BE RETAI NED, UNLESS DI SCHARGED FOR CAUSE. PROVI DED, HOWEVER
THE | NCUMBENT MJST, BY THE END OF THE THI RD YEAR AFTER THE EXAM NATI ON
FOR HHS OR HER JOB | S FI RST OFFERED, TAKE THE EXAM AND EARN A POCSI TI ON
IN THE TOP THREE AGAINST THE OTHER | NDI VI DUALS WHO SAT FOR THE EXAM
VH CH THE | NCUMBENT SAT FOR OR H'S OR HER JOB SHALL TERM NATE AT THE END
OF THE TH RD FULL YEAR AFTER THI S SECTI ON SHALL HAVE BECOVE A LAW

5. ANY PREFERENCE UNDER THE Cl VI L SERVI CE LAW GRANTI NG PREFERENCES OR
ADDI TI ONAL EXAM NATI ON PO NTS AVAI LABLE TO OTHER PUBLI C PCSI TI ONS SHALL
EXI ST FOR THESE POCSI Tl ONS.

S 3. The second undesi gnat ed paragraph of section 7-a of the |[egisla-
tive law, as amended by chapter 746 of the |laws of 1974, is anended to
read as follows:

Such library shall be suitably furnished, equipped and naintained
under the direction of the legislative librarian, within the anount of
any noneys avail abl e therefor by appropriation, subject to joint rules,
if any, that nmay be adopted by the senate and assenbly in relation ther-
eto. There shall be, for such library, a legislative librarian and such
assistant librarians and other enployees as nay be provided for in the
| egi sl ative appropriation bill. Such librarian, assistant |ibrarians and
ot her enployees shall be chosen [by the tenporary president of the
senat e and speaker of the assenbly] I N ACCORDANCE WTH SECTION EIGHT-A
OF TH' S ARTI CLE. One of the assistant librarians shall be assigned by
the legislative librarian to have charge of the |egislative correspond-
ents' room in the capitol. [The legislative Iibrarian and assi stant
i brari ans heretofore chosen by the president of the senate and speaker
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of the assenbly, and in office when this section as hereby anended takes
effect, shall continue to serve until their successors shall be chosen.]
The salaries and conpensation of the legislative |librarian, assistant
i brarians and ot her enpl oyees shall be payable from noneys appropri ated
in the legislative appropriation bill. During a vacancy in the office of
| egislative librarian, the assistant |librarian who shall have been | ong-
est in the service of the state as a |legislative enployee, shall be
enpl oyed as acting legislative librarian with the powers and duties of
such librarian, and shall receive during such period the conpensation
herein prescribed for the legislative librarian. Such librarian shal
have charge of the legislative library, but the two houses of the |egis-
|ature may, by joint rules, regulate the wuse of the library and
prescri be the powers and duties of the |legislative |librarian and the
assistant |ibrarians.

S 4. Subdivision 1 of section 7-b of the legislative | aw, as added by
chapter 875 of the laws of 1935 and as designated by chapter 867 of the
| aws of 1984, is anended to read as foll ows:

1. There shall be a legislative energency health station, available
for the use of nenbers and enpl oyees of both houses of the |egislature,
and official reporters of the senate and assenbly duly designated upon
certificate of the Ilegislative correspondent's association, to be
| ocated on the third floor of the state capitol, conveniently accessible
to the legislature, and such energency health station shall be open at
all times while the legislature is in session. Such energency health
station shall be suitable and adequately equi pped to adm nister first
aid, within the amount of noneys available therefor by appropriation,
subject to joint rules, if any, that nmay be adopted by the senate and
assenbly in relation thereto and nmai ntai ned under the direction of a
nurse registered under the laws of the state. The nurse provided for in
this section shall be chosen [by the tenporary president of the senate
and the speaker of the assenbly and shall serve until his or her succes-
sor shall be chosen in |ike manner] I N ACCORDANCE W TH SECTI ON El GHT- A
OF TH S ARTICLE. The salary and conpensation of such nurse shall be
payable nonthly from noneys appropriated for conpensation of officers
and enpl oyees of the senate and assenbly.

S 5. This act shall take effect imediately.



