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STATE OF NEW YORK

2583
2009- 2010 Regul ar Sessi ons
I N SENATE
February 24, 2009

Introduced by Sens. GOLDEN, MAZI ARZ, PADAVAN -- read tw ce and ordered
printed, and when printed to be commtted to the Commttee on Trans-
portation

AN ACT to amend the vehicle and traffic | aw and the education law, in
relation to electronic nonitoring equi pmrent on school buses in the
city of New York

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK, REPRESENTED | N SENATE AND ASSEM
BLY, DO ENACT AS FOLLOWE:

Section 1. Section 375 of the vehicle and traffic law is anended by
addi ng a new subdi vision 21-j to read as foll ows:

21-J. EVERY NEW SCHOOL BUS USED TO TRANSPORT SEVEN OR MORE CHI LDREN I N
ACTY WTH A POPULATI ON OF ONE M LLI ON OR MORE SHALL BE EQUI PPED W TH A
SCHOOL BUS ELECTRONIC MONI TORI NG SYSTEM ON AND AFTER SEPTEMBER FI RST,
TWO THOUSAND TWELVE, AND EVERY SCHOOL BUS | N SERVI CE FOR SUCH TRANSPORT
SHALL BE SO EQUIPPED NOT LATER THAN SEPTEMBER FI RST, TWO THOUSAND
FI FTEEN, PURSUANT TO RULES AND REGULATI ONS PROMULGATED BY THE COW S-
SI ONER AFTER CONSULTATI ON W TH THE COVWM SSI ONERS OF TRANSPORTATI ON AND
EDUCATI ON. FOR THE PURPOSES OF THI' S SUBDI VI SI ON, THE TERM "SCHOOL BUS
ELECTRONI C MONI TORI NG SYSTEM' MEANS ONE OR MORE ELECTRONI C DEVI CES CAPA-
BLE OF RECORDI NG THE SPEED, SOUND, CONDUCT AND MOVEMENT OF PERSONS W TH
IN THE DRIVER AND PASSENGER COVPARTMENTS OF THE BUS. SUCH SYSTEM MAY
ALSO | NCLUDE ONE OR MORE DEVI CES DESI GNED TO SI MULATE THE APPEARANCE OF
AN OPERABLE VI DEO CAMERA OR OTHER DEVI CE.

S 2. The education law is anmended by adding a new section 3624-a to
read as follows:

S 3624-A. SCHOCOL BUS ELECTRONI C MONI TORI NG SYSTEMS. THE COWM SSI ONER,
N CONSULTATI ON W TH THE COW SSI ONER OF TRANSPORTATI ON AND THE COW S-
SI ONER OF MOTOR VEHI CLES, SHALL PROMULGATE REGULATI ONS CONCERNING THE
EQUI PPI NG  PLACEMENT, | NSTALLATION, AND USE OF SCHOOL BUS ELECTRONI C
MONI TORI NG SYSTEMS | N SCHOOL BUSES AS REQUI RED PURSUANT TO SUBDI VI SI ON
TVWENTY-ONE-J OF SECTION THREE HUNDRED SEVENTY- FI VE OF THE VEH CLE AND

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in I TALICS (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[ ] is oldlawto be onmtted.
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TRAFFI C LAW FOR THE PURPOSES OF THI S SECTION, THE TERM "SCHOOL BUS
ELECTRONI C MONI TORI NG SYSTEM' MEANS ONE OR MORE ELECTRONI C DEVI CES CAPA-
BLE OF RECORDI NG THE SPEED, SOUND, CONDUCT AND MOVEMENT OF PERSONS W TH-
IN THE DRI VER AND PASSENGER COVPARTMENTS OF THE BUS. SUCH SYSTEM NAY
ALSO | NCLUDE ONE OR MORE DEVI CES DESI GNED TO SI MULATE THE APPEARANCE OF
AN OPERABLE VI DEO CAMERA OR OTHER DEVI CE. SUCH REGULATI ONS SHALL APPLY
TO THE CI TY SCHOOL DI STRICT OF THE CITY OF NEW YORK AND SHALL REQUI RE OR
BE CONSI STENT W TH THE FOLLOW NG

1. ALL SCHOOL BUSES SHALL BE EQUI PPED W TH SCHOOL BUS ELECTRONI C MONI -
TORI NG SYSTEMS, THAT WLL ACCOVPLI SH THE PURPOSE AND |INTENT OF TH'S
SECTION IN THE MOST EFFECTI VE AND LEAST COSTLY MANNER, AS FOLLOWS: ALL
NEW SCHOOL BUSES SHALL BE SO EQUI PPED ON AND AFTER SEPTEMBER FI RST, TWO
THOUSAND TWELVE, AND ALL SCHOOL BUSES IN SERVICE FOR SUCH TRANSPORT
SHALL BE SO EQUI PPED NOT' LATER THAN SEPTEMBER FIRST, TWO THOUSAND
FI FTEEN.

2. ON AND AFTER SEPTEMBER FI RST, TWDO THOUSAND TEN, THE DI STRI CT SHALL
CONDUCT A DEMONSTRATI ON PROGRAM | NVOLVI NG NO LESS THAN FI VE PERCENT OF
EXI STING SCHOOL BUSES VWH CH SHALL BE RETROFI TTED | N A DEMONSTRATI ON
PROQIECT CONDUCTED FOR THE PURPOSE OF DETERM NI NG THE MOST EFFECTI VE AND
LEAST COSTLY MEANS OF ACCOWPLI SHING THE PURPOSE AND | NTENT OF THI S
SECTI ON. | NSOFAR AS PRACTI CABLE, BUSES USED FOR THE DEMONSTRATI ON
PROGRAM SHALL BE SPREAD OVER CONTRACTORS IN THE SAME RATI O AS BUSES
OPERATED BY SUCH CONTRACTORS HAVE OF THE TOTAL NUMBER OF BUSES USED BY
THE DISTRICT FOR THE SYSTEM THE SCHOOL DI STRI CT SHALL REPORT ON THE
RESULTS OF THE PLAN BY SEPTEMBER FIRST, TWDO THOUSAND ELEVEN TO THE
COW SSI ONER, THE GOVERNCR AND THE LEG SLATURE.

3. SCHOOL BUS ELECTRONI C MONI TORI NG SYSTEMs ON SCHOOL BUSES SHALL BE
USED ONLY AS AN AID TO MONI TOR ON- BOARD ACTI VI Tl ES.

4. RECORDS CREATED BY THE SCHOOL BUS ELECTRONIC MONI TORI NG SYSTEMs
SHALL BE STORED IN A SECURE LOCATI ON FOR A PERI CD OF Tl ME DESI GNATED BY
THE COW SSI ONER, BUT NOT FOR A PERI GD LESS THAN N NETY DAYS, UNLESS
THERE |S A REPORT OF AN | NCI DENT, I N WH CH CASE THE RECORDS PERTAI NI NG
TO SUCH | NCI DENT SHALL BE KEPT FOR A PERFOD TO BE DETERM NED BY THE
COMWM SSI ONER.

5. SUCH RECORDS SHALL BE REVI EWED BY DES|I GNATED PERSONNEL PURSUANT TO
AN | NCI DENT REPORT AND ON A REGULAR BASI S USI NG RANDOM SELECTI ON CRI TE-
RIA, | N ORDER TO ENSURE PROPER DRI VER AND PUPI L CONDUCT.

6. ANY OTHER PROVI SION OF THI S SECTI ON OR OF SUBDI VI SI ON TVENTY- ONE- J
OF SECTI ON THREE HUNDRED SEVENTY-FI VE OF THE VEH CLE AND TRAFFIC LAW
NOTW THSTANDI NG THE COWM SSI ONER | S AUTHORI ZED TO WAI VE ANY PROVI SI ON
OF THE SCHOOL BUS ELECTRONI C MONI TORI NG SYSTEM REQUI REMENT ESTABLI SHED
PURSUANT TO SUCH SUBDI VI SI ON W TH RESPECT TO THE DI STRICT | F THE COW S-
SIONER DETERM NES THAT THE REQUI REMENT | S | MPRACTI CABLE, OR THAT IT IS
FI NANCI ALLY OR PHYSI CALLY BURDENSOME AND | NEFFECTI VE W TH RESPECT TO THE
GOAL, OR IF THE DI STRI CT PROPOSES AND THE COMM SSI ONER ACCEPTS AN ALTER-
NATE MEANS OF ACHI EVI NG THE SAME GOAL.

7. ALL PUPILS AND ALL SCHOCL BUS DRI VERS SHALL BE NOTI FI ED BY MEANS OF
SI GNAGE AND BY ANY OTHER MEANS PRESCRI BED BY THE COWM SSI ONER THAT THEY
ARE SUBJECT TO BEING VIDEOTAPED ON A SCHOOL BUS AT ANY TI ME. SUCH
NOTI FI CATI ON SHALL BE MADE BY THE SCHOOL TO THE PARENTS OF PUPILS.
DRI VERS, PARENTS AND PUPILS SHALL BE ADVI SED VWHAT DRI VER CONDUCT AND
VWHAT PUPI L CONDUCT | S PROHI BI TED BY THE STATE AND BY THE DI STRICT AND
THAT SUCH CONDUCT W LL RESULT I N SPECI FI ED DI SCI PLI NARY CONSEQUENCES AS
DEFI NED | N THE ESTABLI SHED DI SCI PLI NE POLI CY.

8. NOT LESS THAN TW CE EACH SCHOOL YEAR NOTI FI CATI ONS REGARDI NG ELEC
TRONIC MONI TORING MJUST OCCUR, ADDRESSI NG THE PURPOSE AND USE OF ELEC
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TRONI C EQUI PMENT AND THE NEED FOR PERSONAL AWARENESS OF SAFETY | SSUES.
THE USE OF NEWSLETTERS, PUPIL HANDOUTS, AND NOTI CES POSTED W THI N THE
BUS MAY CONSTI TUTE MEANS OF FULFILLING TH S REQUI REMENT

9. RECORDS UNDER THI S SECTI ON SHALL REMAI N CONFI DENTI AL AND SHALL BE
USED ONLY FOR THE PURPOSE OF DI SCI PLI NARY AND ENFORCEMENT PROCEEDI NGS

S 3. Paragraph c of subdivision 2 of section 3623-a of the education
law, as anended by chapter 453 of the |aws of 2005, is anended to read
as foll ows:

c. The purchase of equi pment deened a proper school district expense,
including: (i) the purchase of two-way radios to be used on old and new
school buses, (ii) the purchase of stop-arnms, to be used on old and new
school buses, (iii) the purchase and installation of seat safety belts
on school buses in accordance with the provisions of section thirty-six
hundred thirty-five-a of this article, (iv) the purchase of school bus
back up beepers, (v) the purchase of school bus front crossing arnms,
(vi) the purchase of school bus safety sensor devices, (vii) THE
PURCHASE AND | NSTALLATI ON OF SCHOOL BUS ELECTRONI C MONI TORI NG SYSTEMS ON
SCHOOL BUSES AND BACKUP AND STORAGE SYSTEMS REQUI RED TO MAI NTAI N RECORDS
| N ACCORDANCE W TH THE PROVI SI ONS OF SECTI ON THI RTY- SI X HUNDRED TWENTY-
FOUR-A OF THIS ARTICLE, (M I1) the purchase and installation of exterior
reflective marking on school buses, [(viii)] (IX) the purchase of auto-
matic engine fire extinguishing systens for school buses used to trans-
port students who use wheelchairs or other assistive nobility devices,
and [(ix)] (X) the purchase of other equipnment as prescribed in the
regul ati ons of the commi ssioner; and

S 4. This act shall take effect on the one hundred thirtieth day after
it shall have becone a | aw



