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STATE OF NEW YORK

2510
2009- 2010 Regul ar Sessi ons
I N SENATE
February 23, 2009

Introduced by Sen. DeFRANCISCO -- read tw ce and ordered printed, and
when printed to be conmtted to the Conmmttee on Local Governnent

AN ACT to anend the real property tax law, in relation to increasing the
partial real property tax exenption for residential inprovenents and
an added exenption schedule for LEED certification standards for green
buildings in certain cities

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK, REPRESENTED | N SENATE AND ASSEM
BLY, DO ENACT AS FOLLOWE:

Section 1. Subdivisions 1, 2 and 4 of section 485-j of the real prop-
erty tax law, as added by chapter 195 of the | aws of 2006, are anmended
to read as foll ows:

1. Construction of inmprovenents to residential real property initi-
ated on or after the first day of January, two thousand [six] TEN in the
cities with a population of not |Iess than one hundred thirty thousand
and not nore than one hundred sixty thousand may be exenpt fromcity and
school taxation as provided in this section.

2. (a)(i) Such real property shall be exenpt for a period of [one
year] TWD YEARS to the extent of one hundred per centum of the increase
I n assessed val ue thereof attributable to such construction and for an
additional period of four years provided, however, that the extent of
such exenption shall be decreased by twenty per centum each year during
such additional period of four years and such exenption shall be
conputed with respect to the "exenption base". The exenption base shal
be the increase in assessed value due to inprovenents as determ ned by
the assessor in the initial year of such [five] SIX year period follow
ing the filing of an original application.

(ii) The following table shall illustrate the conputation of the city
tax exenption:

Year of exenption Per cent age of exenption
1 100

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in I TALICS (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[ ] is oldlawto be onmtted.
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2 [80] 100
3 [60] 80
4 [ 40] 60
5 [20] 40
6 20

(iiti) (1) SUCH RESIDENTI AL REAL PROPERTY OR PORTION THERECF WHICH | S
CERTI FI ED UNDER A CERTI FI CATI ON STANDARD APPROVED BY THE CITY VWHCH IS
DETERM NED TO BE EQUI VALENT TO THE LEED CERTI FI CATI ON FOR THE CATEGCRI ES
OF CERTIFIED, SILVER, GOLD OR PLATI NUM AS MEETI NG GREEN BUI LDI NG STAND-
ARDS SHALL BE EXEMPT AS PROVI DED BELOW FOR THE RESPECTI VE PERCENTAGES
PROVIDED THAT A COPY OF THE CERTI FI CATI ON FOR A QUALI FI ED CATEGORY I S
FILED WTH THE G TY' S COW SSI ONER OF ASSESSMENT AND THE COWM SSI ONER OF
ASSESSMVENT APPROVES THE APPLI CATI ON FOR THE APPLI CABLE CATEGORY AS MEET-
I NG THE REQUI REMENTS OF THIS LAWAND THE CI TY' S LOCAL LAW

RESI DENTI AL LEED EXEMPTI ON

CERTI FI EDJ SI LVER (CORD PLATI NUM
100% 100% 100%
100% 100% 100%
100% 100% 100%
80% 100% 100%
60% 80% 100%
40% 60% 100%
20% 40% 80%
20% 60%
40%
20%

(2) QUALI FI ED RESI DENTI AL REAL PROPERTY WHI CH DOES NOT MEET THE CERTI -
FI ED, SILVER, GOLD OR PLATI NUM STANDARD AS DETERM NED BY THE CI TY SHALL
BE EXEMPT UNDER SUBPARAGRAPH (11) OF THI S PARAGRAPH PROVI DED | T MEETS
THE APPLI CABLE REQUI REMENTS OF THIS LAWAND THE CI TY' S LOCAL LAW

(1V) Exenptions granted pursuant to this section shall apply to rea
property taxes inposed for both city and school district purposes.

(b) No such exenption shall be granted unless: (i) such construction
of inmprovenents was commenced on or after the first day of January two
t housand [six] TEN or such later date as nmay be specified by local |aw,

(ii) the residential real property is situate in a city with a popu-
| ation of not |ess than one hundred thirty thousand and not nore than
one hundred sixty thousand,

(ii1) the wvalue of such construction exceeds the sumof ten thousand
dol l ars; and

(iv) such construction is documented by a building permt, if
required, for the inprovenments, or other appropriate docunentation as
required by the assessor.

(c) For purposes of this section the term "construction of inprove-
nments" shall not include ordinary mai ntenance and repairs.

4. |If the assessor is satisfied that the applicant is entitled to an
exenption pursuant to this section, he or she shall approve the applica-
tion and such real property shall thereafter be exenpt fromtaxation and
special ad valoremlevies by a city with a population of not Iess than
one hundred thirty thousand and not nore than one hundred sixty thousand
as provided in this section comencing with the assessnent roll prepared
after the taxable status date referred to in subdivision three of this
section. The assessed val ue of any exenption granted pursuant to this
section shall be entered by the assessor on the assessnent roll with the
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taxable property, wth the anount of the exenption shown in a separate
colum. I N ANY CASE WHERE THERE |S AN ADDI TI ONAL PARTI AL EXEMPTI ON
BASED ON A CERTIFICATION OF CERTIFIED, SILVER, GOLD OR PLATINUM I N
ACCORDANCE W TH THE APPLI CABLE CERTI FI CATI ON STANDARDS APPROVED BY THE
CITY, A COPY OF SUCH CERTI FI CATION SHALL BE FILED IN THE SUBJECT REAL
PROPERTY FI LE

S 2. This act shall take effect inmediately; provided, however that
any residential real property that has been granted an exenption pursu-
ant to chapter 195 of the laws of 2006, prior to the effective date of
this act shall be entitled to the exenption for the applicable five-year
period with the primary applicabl e percentage exenption.



