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2009- 2010 Regul ar Sessi ons
I N SENATE
February 20, 2009

Introduced by Sen. VOLKER -- read twi ce and ordered printed, and when
printed to be conmmitted to the Conmittee on Finance

AN ACT to anend the executive law, in relation to requiring that al
police officers be provided wth bullet and knife proof soft body
arnmor vests; and to repeal subdivision 13 of section 837-d of such | aw
relating to menbers of the division of state police

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK, REPRESENTED | N SENATE AND ASSEM
BLY, DO ENACT AS FOLLOWE:

Section 1. The section heading of section 837-d of the executive |aw,
as added by chapter 84 of the laws of 1984, is anmended to read as
fol | ows:

Soft body [ballistic] arnmor vests for police officers.

S 2. Paragraph (b) of subdivision 1 of section 837-d of the executive
| aw, as added by chapter 84 of the laws of 1984, is anended to read as
fol | ows:

(b) "Vest" neans a soft body [ballistic] arnor vest, WH CH COVPLI ES
W TH THE PROVI SIONS OF THI S SECTI ON;

S 3. Section 837-d of the executive law is anended by adding a new
subdivision 1-a to read as foll ows:

1-A.  EVERY POLI CE OFFI CER SHALL BE PROVI DED WTH A VEST BY H' S OR HER
EMPLOYER. EVERY SUCH VEST SHALL BE BULLET PROOF AND KNI FE PROOF; PROVI DE
FRONT, BACK AND SI DE PROTECTI ON; AND BE DESI GNATED AS NOT LESS THAN A
LEVEL I111-A VEST BY THE NATI ONAL | NSTI TUTE FOR JUSTI CE. ANY VEST WH CH
DOES NOT MEET THE REQUI REMENTS OF THI'S SUBDI VI SI ON SHALL BE | MVEDI ATELY
DI SCARDED AND BE REPLACED WTH A VEST WHI CH COWPLI ES WTH THI S SUBDI VI -
SION. EVERY EMPLOYER OF POLICE OFFICERS SHALL CONDUCT  MONTHLY
| NSPECTI ONS TO ENSURE THAT THE VESTS WORN BY | TS POLI CE OFFI CERS ARE I N
COWPLI ANCE W TH THI' S SUBDI VI SI ON

S 4. Subdivision 3 of section 837-d of the executive |law, as anended
by chapter 503 of the laws of 1991, is anended to read as foll ows:

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in I TALICS (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[ ] is oldlawto be onmtted.
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3. Reinbursenment shall be made only for vests which at the tine of
purchase neet or exceed the mninum standards and specifications in
effect on that date as prescribed by rules and regul ati ons promnul gat ed

pursuant to subdivisions six and six-a of this section, and shall be
l[imted to the total anobunt appropriated for such purpose. Rei nbursenent
for any vest shall not exceed an anmount which in the judgnent of the

commi ssi oner would be the cost of a vest conform ng to mnimum st andards
and specifications in effect at the tinme the vest was purchased.
Sel ection of vests shall be a deternmination to be nmade by the applicant
in accordance with rules and regul ati ons pronul gated by the comm ssion-
er. Such rules and regulations shall provide that, subject to the
provi si ons of subdivisions six and six-a of this section, the applicant
[may] SHALL select [froma range of] vests [including those] conmonly
known or classified as [type |, type II-A type Il or] type I1II-A in
such standard classification systens as the national institute of
justice standards for ballistic AND KN FE resistance of police body
arnmor AND VWHI CH PROVI DE FRONT, BACK AND SI DE PROTECTI ON

S 5. Subdivision 6 of section 837-d of the executive |aw, as anmended
by chapter 555 of the laws of 1988, is anended to read as foll ows:

6. The comm ssioner shall pronul gate regul ati ons prescribi ng standards
and specifications for vests and procedures for vest selection by and
rei nbursenent to applicants. In promulgating such regulations, the
commi ssi oner shall give due consideration to:

(a) the maximum total weight of a vest which provides adequate
protection against ballistic AND KNI FE penetration and trauma, and which
may be worn in confort throughout an ei ght hour tour of duty;

(b) the ballistic specifications which the vest or any part thereof
nmust be capabl e of defeating which shall include, but not be Ilimted to,
the ballistic specifications of any firearnms considered to be standard
issue to eligible police officers;

(c) THE KN FE PERFORATI ON SPECI FI CATI ONS WHI CH THE VEST OR ANY PART
THEREOF MUST BE CAPABLE OF DEFEATI NG

(D) THE REQUI REMENT THAT VESTS SHALL PROVIDE FRONT, BACK AND SIDE
PROTECTI ON;

(E) THE REQUI REMENT THAT VESTS SHALL BE DESI GNATED AS NOT LESS THAN A
LEVEL I11-A BY THE NATI ONAL | NSTI TUTE OF JUSTI CE;

(F) the testing procedures appropriate to determning the effective-
ness of such vests;

[(d)] (G the labeling requirenents for the vests and conponent parts
t hereof; and

[(e)] (H) the comrercial availability of conform ng vests.

S 6. Subdivision 13 of section 837-d of the executive |law is REPEALED

S 7. This act shall take effect imediately.



