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STATE OF NEW YORK

2401
2009- 2010 Regul ar Sessi ons
I N SENATE
February 19, 2009

Introduced by Sen. NOZZOLIO -- read twi ce and ordered printed, and when
printed to be committed to the Conmittee on Transportation

AN ACT to anend the vehicle and traffic law, in relation to establishing
di stinctive plates for the deaf and hearing-inpaired; and to anend the
state finance law, in relation to establishing the New York state deaf
and hearing-inmpaired fund

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK, REPRESENTED | N SENATE AND ASSEM
BLY, DO ENACT AS FOLLOWE:

Section 1. The vehicle and traffic law is amended by adding a new
section 404-x to read as foll ows:

S 404- X. DI STINCTI VE LI CENSE PLATES FOR THE NEW YORK STATE DEAF AND
HEARI NG | MPAIRED. 1. AS USED IN THI' S SECTI ON, THE FOLLOWN NG TERMS SHALL
HAVE THE FOLLOW NG MEANI NGS:

(A) "DEAF PERSON' SHALL MEAN ANY PERSON WHO, BECAUSE OF HEARI NG LGSS,
IS NOT ABLE TO DI SCRI M NATE SPEECH WHEN SPOKEN I N A NORMAL CONVERSA-
TI ONAL TONE REGARDLESS OF THE USE OF AMPLI FI CATI ON DEVI CES; AND

(B) "HEARI NG | MPAI RED PERSON' SHALL MEAN ANY PERSON WHO,  BECAUSE OF
HEARING LOSS, HAS A DIMN SHED CAPACITY TO DI SCRI M NATE SPEECH WHEN
SPOKEN | N A NORVAL CONVERSATI ONAL TONE.

2. ANY PERSON RESI DING I N TH S STATE, UPON REQUEST AND ACCOVWPANI ED BY
A DOCTOR' S  STATEMENT | NDI CATING SUCH PERSON IS EITHER DEAF OR
HEARI NG | MPAI RED, SHALL BE | SSUED A DI STI NCTI VE LI CENSE PLATE FOR THE
DEAF AND HEARING | MPAIRED OF A DESIGN APPROVED BY THE COWM SSI ONER.
APPLI CATI ON FOR SUCH LI CENSE PLATE SHALL BE FILED WTH THE COWM SSI ONER
N SUCH FORM AND DETAI L AS THE COW SSI ONER SHALL PRESCRI BE.

3. A DISTINCTI VE LI CENSE PLATE | SSUED PURSUANT TO THI' S SECTI ON SHALL
BE | SSUED I N THE SAME MANNER AS OTHER NUMBER PLATES UPON THE PAYMENT OF
THE REGULAR REG STRATI ON FEE PRESCRI BED BY SECTI ON FOUR HUNDRED ONE OF
TH S ARTI CLE, PROvVI DED, HOWAEVER, THAT AN ADDI TIONAL ANNUAL SERVI CE
CHARGE OF TWENTY-FIVE DOLLARS SHALL BE CHARGED FOR SUCH PLATE. SUCH
ANNUAL SERVI CE CHARCGE SHALL BE DEPCSI TED PURSUANT TO THE PROVI SIONS OF

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in I TALICS (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[ ] is oldlawto be onmtted.
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SECTION FOUR HUNDRED FOUR-OO OF THIS ARTICLE TO THE CREDI T OF THE
DEPARTMENT OF MOTOR VEHI CLES DI STI NCTI VE PLATE DEVELOPMENT FUND ESTAB-
LISHED BY SECTION NI NETY-FIVE-G OF THE STATE FI NANCE LAW AND SHALL BE
USED FOR THE PRODUCTI ON, DESI GN, ADVERTI SI NG AND MARKETI NG OF DI STI NC-
TI VE LI CENSE PLATES PURSUANT TO SECTION NI NETY-FIVE-G OF THE STATE
FI NANCE LAW PROVI DED, HOWEVER, THAT ANNUAL SERVI CE CHARGES COLLECTED I N
EXCESS OF SIX THOUSAND DOLLARS SHALL BE DEPCSI TED TO THE CREDI T OF THE
"NEW YORK STATE DEAF AND HEARI NG | MPAI RED FUND' ESTABLI SHED PURSUANT TO
SECTI ON 97-JJJJ OF THE STATE FI NANCE LAW AND SHALL BE USED FOR PROGRAMS
FOR THE DEAF AND HEARI NG | MPAI RED PURSUANT TO SECTION 97-JJJJ OF THE
STATE FI NANCE LAW PROVI DED, HOWEVER, THAT ONE YEAR AFTER THE EFFECTI VE
DATE OF TH'S SECTION, FUNDS I N THE AMOUNT OF FI VE THOUSAND DOLLARS, OR
SO MUCH THEREOF AS MAY BE AVAI LABLE, SHALL BE ALLOCATED FROM SUCH FUND
TO THE DEPARTMENT TO OFFSET COSTS ASSOCI ATED W TH THE PRODUCTI ON OF SUCH
LI CENSE PLATES.

S 2. The state finance |aw is anmended by adding a new section 97-jjjj
to read as foll ows:

S 97-JJJJ. THE NEW YORK STATE DEAF AND HEARI NG | MPAIRED FUND. 1.
THERE | S HEREBY ESTABLI SHED I N THE JO NT CUSTODY OF THE COWM SSI ONER OF
TAXATI ON AND FI NANCE AND THE COWPTROLLER, A SPECI AL FUND TO BE KNOWN AS
THE NEW YORK STATE DEAF AND HEARI NG | MPAI RED FUND.

2. SUCH FUND SHALL CONSIST OF ALL REVENUES RECEI VED PURSUANT TO AN
APPROPRI ATI ON BY THE LEG SLATURE, ALL MONEYS COLLECTED PURSUANT TO
SECTI ON FOUR HUNDRED FOUR- X OF THE VEHI CLE AND TRAFFI C LAW AND ALL OTHER
MONEYS APPROPRI ATED, CREDI TED OR TRANSFERRED THERETO FROM ANY OTHER FUND
OR SOURCE PURSUANT TO LAW NOTHI NG CONTAINED IN THI S SECTI ON SHALL
PREVENT THE STATE FROM RECEI VING GRANTS, G FTS OR BEQUESTS FOR THE
PURPCSES OF THE FUND AS DEFINED IN THI S SECTI ON AND DEPGCSI TI NG THEM | NTO
THE FUND ACCORDI NG TO LAW

3. MONIES OF THE FUND SHALL BE EXPENDED ONLY FOR PROGRAMS FOR THE DEAF
AND HEARI NG- | MPAI RED.

4. MONIES SHALL BE PAYABLE FROM THE FUND ON THE AUDI T AND WARRANT OF
THE COVMPTROLLER ON VOUCHERS APPROVED AND CERTI FIED BY THE COWM SSI ONER
OF MOTOR VEHI CLES.

S 3. This act shall take effect imedi ately; provided, however, that
effective immedi ately, the addition, anendnent and/or repeal of any rule
or regul ation necessary for the inplenmentation of this act on its effec-
tive date are authorized and directed to be nmade and conpleted on or
bef ore such effective date.



