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STATE OF NEW YORK

2389
2009- 2010 Regul ar Sessi ons
I N SENATE
February 19, 2009

Introduced by Sen. PADAVAN -- read twi ce and ordered printed, and when
printed to be conmmitted to the Conmttee on |Insurance

AN ACT to anend the insurance law, in relation to the practice of
acupuncture

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK, REPRESENTED | N SENATE AND ASSEM
BLY, DO ENACT AS FOLLOWE:

Section 1. Subsection (j) of section 3216 of the insurance law is
anmended by addi ng a new paragraph 4 to read as fol |l ows:

(4) (A) EVERY I NSURER | SSUI NG A POLI CY OF ACCI DENT AND HEALTH | NSURANCE
FOR DELI VERY IN THI S STATE WHI CH PROVI DES COVERAGE FOR | N- PATI ENT HOSPI -
TAL CARE MJUST MAKE AVAILABLE AND, |F REQUESTED BY THE POLI CYHOLDER,
PROVI DE COVERAGE FOR CHI NESE MEDI CI NE SERVI CES.

(B) SUCH COVERAGE SHALL BE | NCLUDED AT THE | NCEPTI ON OF ALL NEW PQLI -
ClES AND, W TH RESPECT TO OTHER PCLI CI ES, AT ANY ANNI VERSARY DATE OF THE
POLI CY SUBJECT TO EVI DENCE OF | NSURABI LI TY.

(O IN TH S PARAGRAPH, "CHI NESE MEDI Cl NE' MEANS THE DI STI NCT SYSTEM OF
PRI MARY HEALTH CARE THAT USES ALL TECHNI QUES AND THERAPI ES OF CHI NESE
MEDI Cl NE, BOTH TRADI TI ONAL AND MODERN, FOR THE PREVENTI ON OR CORRECTI ON
OF DI SEASE, |LLNESS, I NJURY, PAIN OR OTHER CONDI TI ONS BY CONTROLLI NG AND
REGULATING THE FLOW AND BALANCE OF ENERGY UTI LI ZI NG THE PRI NCI PLES OF
TRADI TI ONAL CHI NESE MEDI CI NE, SO AS TO RESTORE AND MAI NTAIN THE HEALTH
OF THE PATI ENT.

(D) SUCH COVERAGE MAY BE SUBJECT TO ANNUAL DEDUCTI BLES AND CO NSURANCE
AS MAY BE DEEMED APPROPRI ATE BY THE SUPERI NTENDENT AND AS ARE CONSI STENT
WTH THOSE ESTABLISHED FOR OTHER BENEFITS WTH N A G VEN PQOLICY,
PROVI DED HONEVER THAT RElI MBURSEMENT FOR SERVI CES PERFORMED BY A LI CENSED
ACUPUNCTURI ST SHALL NOT BE LESS THAN THE RElI MBURSEMENT FOR THE SAME OR
SI M LAR SERVI CES | F PROVI DED BY A CERTI FI ED ACUPUNCTURI ST.

S 2. Subsection (1) of section 3221 of the insurance |aw is anended by
addi ng a new paragraph 18 to read as foll ows:

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in I TALICS (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[ ] is oldlawto be onmtted.
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(18) (A) EVERY GROUP OR BLANKET POLI CY DELI VERED OR | SSUED FOR DELI VERY
IN THI S STATE WH CH PROVI DES HOSPI TAL, SURG CAL OR MEDI CAL COVERAGE MUST
MAKE AVAI LABLE AND, |F REQUESTED BY THE POLI CYHOLDER, PROVI DE COVERAGE
FOR CH NESE MEDI CI NE SERVI CES, EXCEPT THAT THI'S PROVISION SHALL NOT
APPLY TO A POLICY WH CH COVERS PERSONS EMPLOYED | N MORE THAN ONE STATE
OR THE BENEFI T STRUCTURE OF WHI CH WAS THE SUBJECT OF COLLECTI VE BARGAI N-
| NG AFFECTI NG PERSONS WHO ARE EMPLOYED | N MORE THAN ONE STATE.

(B) SUCH COVERAGE SHALL BE | NCLUDED AT THE | NCEPTI ON OF ALL NEW PQLI -
ClES AND, W TH RESPECT TO OTHER PCLI CI ES, AT ANY ANNI VERSARY DATE OF THE
POLI CY SUBJECT TO | NSURABI LI TY.

(O IN TH S PARAGRAPH, " CHI NESE MEDI Cl NE' MEANS THE DI STI NCT SYSTEM OF
PRI MARY HEALTH CARE THAT USES ALL TECHNI QUES AND THERAPI ES OF CHI NESE
MEDI Cl NE, BOTH TRADI TI ONAL AND MODERN, FOR THE PREVENTI ON OR CORRECTI ON
OF DI SEASE, |LLNESS, I NJURY, PAIN OR OTHER CONDI TI ONS BY CONTROLLI NG AND
REGULATING THE FLOW AND BALANCE OF ENERGY UTI LI ZI NG THE PRI NCI PLES OF
TRADI TI ONAL CHI NESE MEDI CI NE, SO AS TO RESTORE AND MAI NTAIN THE HEALTH
OF THE PATI ENT.

(D) SUCH COVERAGE MAY BE SUBJECT TO ANNUAL DEDUCTI BLES AND CO NSURANCE
AS MAY BE DEEMED APPROPRI ATE BY THE SUPERI NTENDENT AND AS ARE CONSI STENT
WTH THOSE ESTABLISHED FOR OTHER BENEFITS WTH N A G VEN PQOLICY,
PROVI DED HONEVER THAT RElI MBURSEMENT FOR SERVI CES PERFORMED BY A LI CENSED
ACUPUNCTURI ST SHALL NOT BE LESS THAN THE RElI MBURSEMENT FOR THE SAME OR
SI M LAR SERVI CES | F PROVI DED BY A CERTI FI ED ACUPUNCTURI ST.

S 3. Paragraph 4 of subsection (f) of section 4235 of the insurance
| aw i s amended by addi ng a new subparagraph (1) to read as foll ows:

(1) ANY ACUPUNCTURE OR CHI NESE MEDICINE SERVICE WHICH IS WTHN THE
LAWFUL SCOPE OF PRACTICE OF A LI CENSED ACUPUNCTURI ST, A SUBSCRI BER TO
SUCH POLI CY SHALL BE ENTI TLED TO REI MBURSEMENT FOR SUCH SERVICE WHEN
SUCH SERVI CE | S PERFORMED BY A LI CENSED ACUPUNCTURI ST, PROVI DED HOWNEVER
THAT REI MBURSEMENT FOR SERVI CE PERFORMED BY A LICENSED ACUPUNCTURI ST
SHALL NOT BE LESS THAN THE REIMBURSEMENT FOR THE SAME OR SI M LAR
SERVI CES | F PROVI DED BY A CERTI FI ED ACUPUNCTURI ST.

S 4. Subparagraphs (B), (O, (D, (E), (F, (G, (H, (1), (J) and (K
of paragraph 1 of subsection (b) of section 4301 of the insurance |aw,
subparagraphs (J) and (K) as relettered by chapter 456 of the | aws of
1993, are relettered subparagraphs (C, (D, (B, (F, (G, (H, (1),
(J), (K) and (L) and a new subparagraph (B) is added to read as foll ows:

(B) MEDI CAL CARE PROVI DED THROUGH LI CENSED ACUPUNCTURI STS,

S 5. This act shall take effect imediately.



