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STATE OF NEW YORK

1872
2009- 2010 Regul ar Sessi ons
I N SENATE
February 9, 2009

Introduced by Sens. KLEIN, DILAN -- read twi ce and ordered printed, and
when printed to be commtted to the Commttee on El ections

AN ACT to anend the election law, in relation to voter registration and
enrollment; and providing for the repeal of certain provisions upon
expi ration thereof

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK, REPRESENTED | N SENATE AND ASSEM
BLY, DO ENACT AS FOLLOWE:

Section 1. Section 5-210 of the election law is anmended by adding a
new subdi vision 16 to read as foll ows:

16. THE STATE BOARD OF ELECTIONS | S REQUI RED TO DEVELOP AND | MPLEMENT
ON- LI NE VOTER REGQ STRATI ON FOR | NDI VI DUALS WHO POSSESS A NEW YORK STATE
DRI VER S LI CENSE OR NEW YORK STATE |SSUED NON- DRI VER | DENTI FI CATI ON
CARD. THE REG STRATION SHALL | NCLUDE ALL OTHER | NFORVATI ON REQUI RED BY
THI'S SECTI ON FOR WRI TTEN REQ STRATI ON AND | N ADDI TI ON ON- LI NE APPLI CANTS
SHALL BE REQUI RED TO PROVI DE A NEW YORK STATE DRIVER S LICENSE OR NEW
YORK STATE NON DRI VER | DENTI FI CATI ON CARD. THE REG STRATI ON ON- LI NE
FORM SHALL BE FORWARDED BY THE STATE BOARD OF ELECTI ONS TO THE APPROPRI -
ATE COUNTY BOARD OF ELECTI ONS FOR PROCESSI NG I N THE USUAL MANNER

S 2. Subdivision 5 of section 5-210 of the election |law is anended by
addi ng a new paragraph (m to read as foll ows:

(M ALL PRINTED MAIL VOTER REG STRATI ON APPLI CATI ON FORMS PREPARED
PURSUANT TO THI' S SECTI ON SHALL BE POSTAGE PREPAI D SO THAT NO POSTAGE IS
NECESSARY | F MAI LED I N THE UNI TED STATES.

S 3. Paragraph (g) of subdivision 5 of section 5-210 of the el ection
| aw, as anended by chapter 179 of the |laws of 2005, is amended to read
as foll ows:

(g) Notice that the applicant nust be a citizen of the United States,
is or wwll be at |east eighteen years old not later than Decenber thir-
ty-first of the calendar year in which he or she registers and a resi-
dent of the county or city to which application is nade. NOTW THSTANDI NG
ANY OTHER PROVI SI ON OF LAW ANY PERSON AT LEAST SEVENTEEN YEARS OF ACE

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in I TALICS (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[ ] is oldlawto be onmtted.
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MAY MAKE AN APPLI CATI ON FOR REGQ STRATI ON UNDER THI S SECTI ON REGARDLESS
OF WHETHER HE OR SHE BECOVES ElI GHTEEN YEARS OF AGE BY ELECTI ON DAY

S 4. Section 5-210 of the election law, is amended by addi ng a new
subdi vision 17 to read as foll ows:

17. THE STATE BOARD OF ELECTI ONS SHALL CONDUCT A STUDY AND PREPARE A
REPORT AND | SSUE RECOMVENDATI ONS FOR | MPROVI NG VOTER REG STRATI ON AMONG
Cl TI ZENS UNDER THE AGE OF TVENTY-FI VE YEARS. THE STUDY SHOULD ADDRESS,
ALTHOUGH NOT BE LIMTED TO THE FEASI BI LI TY OF DI RECTLY MAI LI NG VOTER
REG STRATI ON MATERI ALS TO NEW YORK STATE RESI DENTS El GHTEEN YEARS OF AGE
VWHO POSSESS A RESI DENT DRI VER S LI CENSE OR A NON DRI VER | DENTI FI CATI ON
CARD, RESIDENT FISH NG HUNTING BOATI NG OR GUN LI CENSES, ARE IN THE
STATE FOSTER CARE SYSTEM RECElI VE STATE WELFARE BENEFI TS OR ARE ENROLLED
N CH LD HEALTH PLUS. SUCH STUDY AND REPORT SHALL BE COWVPLETED BY DECEM
BER FI RST, TWO THOUSAND NI NE. COPI ES OF SUCH REPORTS SHALL BE PROVI DED
TO THE GOVERNOR, THE TEMPORARY PRESI DENT OF THE SENATE AND THE SPEAKER
OF THE ASSEMBLY.

S 5. Section 5-211 of the election lawis anmended by adding a new
subdi vision 18 to read as foll ows:

18. ALL COLLEGES, UNVERSITIES, PUBLIC H GH SCHOOLS AND PUBLIC
LI BRARI ES LOCATED I N THI S STATE AND ALL STATE AGENCIES, DEPARTMENTS,
DI VI SI ONS AND OFFI CES NOT SPECI FI CALLY DESI GNATED AS PARTI Cl PATI NG AGEN-
Cl ES UNDER THI' S SECTI ON SHALL MAKE VOTER REGQ STRATI ON FORMS AVAI LABLE TO
ANY PERSONS USI NG OR VI SI TI NG THEI R PREM SES.

S 6. The opening paragraph of section 5-211 of the election |law, as
anended by chapter 200 of the laws of 1996, is anmended to read as
fol | ows:

Each agency designated as a participating agency under the provisions
of this section shall inplenent and adninister a program of distribution
of voter registration forns pursuant to the provisions of this section.
The following offices which provide public assistance and/ or provide
state funded prograns prinmarily engaged in providing services to persons
with disabilities are hereby designated as voter registration agencies:
desi gnated as the state agencies which provide public assistance are the
department of social services and the departnment of health. Al so desig-
nat ed as public assistance agencies are all agencies of |ocal governnent
that provide such assistance. Designated as state agencies that provide
progranms primarily engaged in providing services to people with disabil -
ities are the departnent of |abor, office for the aging, division of
veterans' affairs, office of nental health, office of vocational and
educational services for individuals with disabilities, conmssion on
quality of care for the nentally disabled, office of nental retardation
and devel opnental disabilities, conmssion for the blind and visually
handi capped, office of alcoholism and substance abuse services, the
of fice of the advocate for the disabled and all offices which adm nister
progranms established or funded by such agencies. Additional state agen-
cies designated as voter registration offices are the departnment of
state and the division of workers' conpensation. Such agencies shall be
required to offer voter registration fornms to persons upon initia
application for services, renewal or recertification for services and
change of address relating to such services. Such agencies shall also be
responsi ble for providing assistance to applicants in conpleting voter
registration forns, receiving and transmtting the conpleted application
formfromall applicants who wi sh to have such formtransmtted to the
appropriate board of elections. The state board of elections shall
together with representatives of the departnent of defense, develop and
i mpl enent procedures for including recruitnent offices of the arned
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forces of the United States as voter registration offices when such
offices are so designated by federal |aw. The state board shall also
make request of the United States Inmm gration and Naturalization Service
to include applications for registration by nmail with any naterials
which are given to new citizens. Al institutions of the state wuniver-
sity of New York and the city university of New York, AND ALL PRI VATE
COLLEGES AND UNI VERSI TI ES LOCATED I N THE STATE shall, at the beginning
of the school year, and again in January of a year in which the presi-
dent of the United States is to be elected, [provide] MAIL an applica-
tion for registration to each student in each such institution AT THEIR
LAST KNOAN ADDRESS AT SUCH | NSTI TUTI ON. The state board of elections
may, by regulation, grant a waiver fromany or all of the requirenents
of this section to any office or programof an agency, if it determ nes
that it 1is not feasible for such office or programto adm ni ster such
requirenent.

S 7. This act shall take effect inmediately, provided that section
four of this act shall expire and be deened repeal ed 3 years after such
dat e.



