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STATE OF NEW YORK

185
2009- 2010 Regul ar Sessi ons
I N SENATE
( PREFI LED)
January 7, 2009

Introduced by Sen. MORAHAN -- read twi ce and ordered printed, and when
printed to be committed to the Conmittee on Mental Health and Devel op-
mental Disabilities

AN ACT to anend the nmental hygiene law, in relation to the effectiveness
of nmental health parity; and to amend the insurance law, in relation
to post traumatic stress disorder

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK, REPRESENTED | N SENATE AND ASSEM
BLY, DO ENACT AS FOLLOWE:

Section 1. Section 7.09 of the nmental hygiene |law is anended by addi ng
a new subdivision (k) to read as foll ows:

(K) THE COWM SSI ONER SHALL CONSULT W TH AND ASSI ST THE SUPERI NTENDENT
OF | NSURANCE ON THE STUDY REQUI RED UNDER SUBDI VI SI ON A OF SECTI ON SEVEN
OF CHAPTER SEVEN HUNDRED FORTY- El GHT OF THE LAWS OF TWD THOUSAND SI X TO
DETERM NE THE EFFECTI VENESS OF MENTAL HEALTH PARI TY. THE COVWM SSI ONER
MAY | NCLUDE W THI N THE STUDY ANY ADDI TI ONAL FINDINGS THAT HE OR SHE
SHALL DEEM APPROPRI ATE.

S 2. Clause (ii) of subparagraph (B) of paragraph 5 of subsection (1)
of section 3221 of the insurance | aw, as anended by chapter 502 of the
| aws of 2007, is anended to read as foll ows:

(ii) For purposes of this paragraph, the term"biologically based
mental illness" neans a nmental, nervous, or enotional condition that is
caused by a bi ol ogical disorder of the brain and results in a clinically
significant, psychol ogical syndrome or pattern that substantially limts
the functioning of the person with the illness. Such biologically based
nmental illnesses are defined as schi zophreni a/ psychotic di sorders, major
depression, bipolar disorder, delusional disorders, panic disorder,
obsessi ve conpul sive disorders, bulima, [and] anorexia, AND POST TRAU-
MATI C STRESS DI SORDER

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in I TALICS (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[ ] is oldlawto be onmtted.
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S 3. Subparagraph (B) of paragraph 2 of subsection (g) of section 4303
of the insurance |aw, as amended by chapter 502 of the laws of 2007, is
amended to read as foll ows:

(B) For purposes of this subsection, the term"biologically based
mental illness" neans a nmental, nervous, or enotional condition that is
caused by a bi ol ogical disorder of the brain and results in a clinically
significant, psychol ogical syndrome or pattern that substantially limts
the functioning of the person with the illness. Such biologically based
nmental illnesses are defined as schi zophreni a/ psychotic disorders, major
depression, bipolar disorder, delusional disorders, panic disorder,
obsessive conpul sive di sorders, anorexia, [and] bulima, AND POST TRAU-
MATI C STRESS DI SORDER

S 4. Subparagraph (B) of paragraph 2 of subsection (h) of section 4303
of the insurance |aw, as amended by chapter 502 of the laws of 2007, is
amended to read as foll ows:

(B) For purposes of this subsection, the term"biologically based
mental illness" neans a nmental, nervous, or enotional condition that is
caused by a bi ol ogical disorder of the brain and results in a clinically
significant, psychol ogical syndrome or pattern that substantially limts
the functioning of the person with the illness. Such biologically based
nmental illnesses are defined as schi zophreni a/ psychotic di sorders, major
depression, bipolar disorder, delusional disorders, panic disorder,
obsessive conpul sive disorder, anorexia, [and] bulima, AND POST TRAU-
MATI C STRESS DI SORDER

S 5. This act shall take effect on the ninetieth day after it shal
have becone a | aw, provided, however, that the amendnments to clause (ii)
of subparagraph (B) of paragraph 5 of subsection (I) of section 3221 of
the insurance | aw made by section two of this act shall not affect the
expiration of such paragraph and shall be deemed to expire therewth;
provi ded, further, that the anendnents to subparagraph (B) of paragraph
2 of subsection (g) of section 4303 of the insurance | aw made by section
three of this act shall not affect the expiration of such subsection and
shall be deened to expire therewith; provided, further, that the anend-
ments to subparagraph (B) of paragraph 2 of subsection (h) of section
4303 of the insurance |aw made by section four of this act shall not
affect the expiration of such subsection and shall be deenmed to expire
therewith; provided, further that the provisions of this act shall apply
to policies and contracts issued, renewed, nodified, altered or anended
on or after such effective date.



