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STATE OF NEW YORK

1731
2009- 2010 Regul ar Sessi ons
I N SENATE
February 5, 2009

Introduced by Sens. ESPADA, DIAZ, KRUECGER -- read twi ce and ordered
printed, and when printed to be commtted to the Conm ttee on Housi ng,
Construction and Comrunity Devel opnent

AN ACT to anend the adm nistrative code of the city of New York and the
energency tenant protection act of nineteen seventy-four, in relation
to the establishnment of rent boards

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK, REPRESENTED | N SENATE AND ASSEM
BLY, DO ENACT AS FOLLOWE:

Section 1. Subdivision a of section 26-510 of the admi nistrative code
of the city of New York is anmended to read as foll ows:

a. There shall be a rent guidelines board to consist of nine nenbers,
appoi nted by the nayor UPON THE ADVI CE AND CONSENT OF THE CI TY COUNCI L.
Two nenbers shall be representative of tenants, two shall be represen-
tative of owners of property, and five shall be public nmenbers [each of
whom . EACH OF THE PUBLI C MEMBERS shall have had at |east five years
experience in [either] PUBLIC SERVICE, PH LANTHROPY, SOCI AL SERVI CES,
URBAN PLANNI NG, ARCHI TECTURE, SOCI AL SCI ENCES, SERVI CE W TH NOT- FOR- PRO-
FI T CORPORATI ONS, finance, econom cs or housing. One public nmenber shal
be designated by the mayor UPON THE ADVI CE AND CONSENT OF THE CI TY COUN-
CIL to serve as [chairman] CHAIR and shall hold no other public office.
No nenber, officer or enployee of any nunicipal rent regul ati on agency
or the state division of housing and community renewal and no person who
owns or manages real estate covered by this Iaw or who is an officer of
any owner or tenant organi zation shall serve on a rent guidelines board.
One public nenber, one nenber representative of tenants and one menber
representative of owners shall serve for a termending two years from
January first next succeeding the date of their appointnent; one public
nmenber, one nmenber representative of tenants and one nenber represen-
tative of owners shall serve for ternms ending three years fromthe Janu-
ary first next succeeding the date of their appointnent and two public
menbers shall serve for terns ending four years from January first next
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succeeding the dates of their appointnment. [The chairman shall serve at
the pleasure of the mayor.] Thereafter, all nenbers shall continue in
office wuntil their successors have been appointed and qualified. The
mayor UPON THE ADVICE AND CONSENT OF THE CITY COUNCIL shall fill any
vacancy which may occur by reason of death, resignation or otherwise in
a nmanner consistent with the [original appointnment] PROVISIONS OF TH S
SUBDI VI SI ON. A nmenber may be renoved by the [mayor] CITY COUNCIL for
cause, but not w thout an opportunity to be heard in person or by coun-
sel, in his or her defense, upon not Iless than ten days notice. A
SUCCESSOR TO SUCH MEMBER SHALL BE APPO NTED | N ACCORDANCE W TH THE
PROVI SIONS OF THI'S SUBDI VI SI ON TO SERVE THE BALANCE OF THE TERM OF THE
MEMBER WHO WAS REMOVED.

S 2. Subdivision a of section 4 of section 4 of chapter 576 of the
| aws of 1974, constituting the enmergency tenant protection act of nine-
teen seventy-four, as anended by chapter 349 of the laws of 1979, is
amended to read as foll ows:

a. In each county wherein any city having a population of Iess than
one mnmllion or any town or village has determ ned the existence of an
energency pursuant to section three of this act, there shall be created
a rent guidelines board to consist of nine nmenbers appointed by the
[ commi ssi oner of housing and conmunity renewal] COUNTY EXECUTIVE upon
[ recomrendation] THE ADVI CE AND CONSENT of the county | egislature which
[ recomrendat i on] APPO NTMENT shall be nmade within thirty days after the
first local declaration of an emergency in such county; two such nenbers
shall be representative of tenants, two shall be representative of
owners of property, and five shall be public nenbers [each of whon].
EACH OF THE PUBLI C MEMBERS shall have had at |east five years experience
in [either] PUBLIC SERVICE, PH LANTHROPY, SOCI AL SERVI CES, URBAN PLAN-
NI NG ARCH TECTURE, SOCI AL SCI ENCES, SERVI CE W TH NOT- FOR- PROFI T CORPO
RATI ONS, finance, economcs or housing. One public nenber shall be
desi gnated by the [comm ssioner] COUNTY EXECUTI VE UPON THE ADVICE AND
CONSENT OF THE COUNTY LEG SLATURE to serve as [chairman] CHAIR and shal
hold no other public office. No nenber, officer or enployee of any
muni ci pal rent regul ati on agency or the state division of housing and
community renewal and no person who owns or nanages real estate covered
by this law or who is an officer of any owner or tenant organization
shall serve on a rent guidelines board. One public nenber, one nenber
representative of tenants and one nmenber representative of owners shal
serve for a termending two years from January first next succeeding the
date of their appointnment; one public nmenber, one nenber representative
of tenants and one nenber representative of owners shall serve for terns
endi ng three years fromthe January first next succeeding the date of
their appointnment and three public nmenbers shall serve for terns ending
four years from January first next succeeding the dates of their
appoi nt nent . Thereafter, all nenbers shall serve for ternms of four
years each. Menbers shall continue in office wuntil their successors
have been appointed and qualified. The [conm ssioner] COUNTY EXECUTI VE
UPON THE ADVI CE AND CONSENT OF THE COUNTY LEG SLATURE shall fill any
vacancy which may occur by reason of death, resignation or otherwise in
a manner consistent with the [original appointnment] PROVISIONS OF TH'S
SUBDI VI SI ON. A nenber may be renoved by the [conm ssioner] COUNTY LEQ S-
LATURE for cause, but not w thout an opportunity to be heard in person
or by counsel, in his defense, upon not less than ten days notice. A
SUCCESSOR TO SUCH MEMBER SHALL BE APPO NTED | N ACCORDANCE W TH THE
PROVI SIONS OF THI'S SUBDI VI SI ON TO SERVE THE BALANCE OF THE TERM OF THE
MEMBER WHO WAS REMOVED. Conpensation for the nenbers of the board shal
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be at the rate of one hundred dollars per day, for no nore than twenty
days a year, except that the [chairman] CHAIR shall be conpensated at
the rate of one hundred twenty-five dollars a day for no nore than thir-
ty days a year. The board shall be provided staff assistance by the
di vi si on of housing and community renewal. The conpensation of such
menbers and the costs of staff assistance shall be paid by the division
of housing and community renewal which shall be reinbursed in the manner
prescribed in TH S section [four of this act]. The local legislative
body of each city having a popul ation of |ess than one mllion and each
town and village in which an energency has been determned to exist as
herei n provided shall be authorized to designate one person who shall be
representative of tenants and one person who shall be representative of
owners of property to serve at its pleasure and wi thout conpensation to
advi se and assist the county rent guidelines board in matters affecting
the adjustnment of rents for housing accomobdations in such city, town or
village as the case may be.

S 3. This act shall take effect imedi ately; provided that:

(a) the anendnents to section 26-510 of the rent stabilization |aw of
ni net een hundred si xty-ni ne made by section one of this act shall expire
on the sane date as such | aw expires and shall not affect the expiration
of such law as provided under section 26-520 of such | aw

(b) the anendnents to section 4 of the energency tenant protection act
of nineteen seventy-four nade by section two of this act shall expire on
the sane date as such act expires and shall not affect the expiration of
such act as provided in section 17 of chapter 576 of the |laws of 1974;

(c) the rent boards as reconstituted pursuant to this act shall be
appointed and confirnmed within forty-five days after the effective date
of this act; and

(d) upon the appointnent of a rent board pursuant to the provisions of
this act, any existing predecessor rent board shall be dissolved and
such predecessor rent board shall have no further authority.



